
Minutes 
Kona Beth Shalom 

Board of Trustees Meeting 
May 3, 2015 

At Home of Ruth Ader, 10:30 AM 

CALL TO ORDER 
President Una Greenaway called the meeting to order at 10:45 AM. 

TRUSTEES PRESENT: Ruth Ader, Marilyn Anderson, Barry Blum, Elaine 
Dobinson, Louise Feldman, Una Greenaway, Trina Yerlick. 

TRUSTEES ABSENT: Vivienne Aronowitz, Shari Berman, 
Mike Bernstone, Alice Bratton, Joel Gimpel, Ernie Knapp, Zee Knapp,Alan 
Pollak. 

Also Present:  Nella and Alan Silverman 

SECRETARY: Elaine Dobinson 

Mi Sheberach was sung for KBS members, friends, and families. 

MINUTES: On motion made and seconded, the minutes of the April 12th 
meeting were accepted. 

TREASURER’S REPORT:  On motion made and seconded, the treasurer’s 
report was accepted. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

     FACILITIES: No report (Mike B absent) 

HATS: No report was presented. 

CEMETERY:  Barry reviewed the history of the Jewish cemetery in 
Hilo.  Barry noted that someone should go there to oversee the 
replacement of the bushes (mechitza). Louise will check with Homelani 
so she can visit the cemetery during the summer when she is in Hilo. 
Discussion of the possibility of using the cemetery in Kona in addition to 



the Hilo cemetery,  owned by the same company, but this is a least 2 
years away.  There is currently no facility for Tahara in Kona.   

WEBSITE:  Committee will meet soon at Una’s house. 

SHABBAT: Next Shabbat services will be held May 23rd with the next 
day (Shavuot) a study day with the Rabbi at the home of Yehuda and 
Aviva Plaut.  The Torah portion on 5/23 is B'midbar 1-19.  Marilyn will 
read the first 1-5 (or 1-9) lines. We need to get other Torah readers for the 
rest.  Rabbi Daniel Lev will conduct both days.  Pot luck food on Sunday 
to emphasize dairy dishes when possible...e.g.  blintzes, cheese kugel, 
cheese cake, and other assorted dishes. Una will email the board the 
Rabbi’s email address so that they can contact him. 

Challah — Louise 

Drush — Rabbi 

OLD BUSINESS: 

- Band Budget for 2015:  Band will definitely play for Chanukah.  Not 
sure about Simchat Torah.  Historically, budget has been ~$1100/year.   

NEW BUSINESS:   

- Holidays:  The board discussed the possibility of  having Simchat 
Torah on Oct 10, 2016 at KBS or Anna Ranch with Shabbat.  Una will 
call Anna Ranch to see if Oct 10th is available. 

- Movies:  Renting from National Center for Jewish Film, cost is $150/
film.  Catalog is online.   Una suggested that we could ask a certain 
individual who has been generous in the past if he would fund us to run 
a community building program (approx. ~5K).  Barry suggested we set 
up a program, get it rolling, and then contact that individual regarding 
funding.  The board approved $150 for the first film.  Una will get the 
cost for using Donkey Mill.  Marilyn will check out the facility at the 
bottom of Hualalai Rd, the LEAD Center (the old Hualalai Movie 
Theatre complex).  Trina noted that she has a film maker coming in 
January who made a film about Cuban Jews.  Other films were 
suggested, which the film committee can select from. It was also 
suggested to contact the Hawaii Film Festival to see if they might 



include/screen a Jewish or Israeli film one night next year. Committee 
will put together a budget. 

- Building Fund:  Discussion whether the funds were earmarked only for 
a building.  Barry stated that the funds were to be used ONLY for a 
building.  Further discussion was tabled to when Mike Bernstone can 
be present.  The board voted to hold another meeting for this 
discussion.  Possible dates are June 14th at the Silverman’s or June 21st 
at Ruth’s. 

- New Board Member:  Nella Silverman was voted in as a new board 
member.  Congratulations and welcome to Nella. 

NEXT MEETING AND ADJOURNMENT: 

The next meeting will be at KBS at 10:30 AM, on June 7th, followed by a 
special membership meeting to approve bylaw changes. 

Meeting was adjourned at 12:25 PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Elaine Dobinson, Secretary 


