
Minutes
Kona Beth Shalom
Board of Trustees
January 10, 2016

Mauna Lani
CALL TO ORDER
Una Greenaway convened the meeting at 10:40 a.m.
TRUSTEES PRESENT
Una Greenaway, Vivienne Aronowitz, Alice Bratton, Joel Gimpel, Trina Yerlick, Elaine 
Dobinson, Mike Bernstone
TRUSTEES ABSENT
Ruth Ader, Louise Feldman, Barry Blum, Shari Berman, Alan Pollak
OTHERS PRESENT
Alan Silverman
SECRETARY
Nella Silverman
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Thank you to all the volunteers who helped with the Chanukah party. Thanks to Alan 
Silverman for  updating the website as needed while Elaine Dobinson was away.  Thanks 
to Vivienne Aronwitz for organizing the Sharon Katz event on 12/30/15.
Mi Sheberach was sung for KBS members, friends and family including Marilyn 
Anderson’s daughter.
MINUTES
Upon motion made and seconded, the minutes of the Nov. 1, 2015, meeting were 
accepted.
TREASURER’S REPORT
Membership stayed steady at 39.  Additional expenses will be incurred this year with the 
increased visits of Rabbi Lev with no additional revenues.  Una plans on writing a letter  
to ask for sponsorships for Rabbi Lev and to include a paragraph extolling the benefits of 
membership at KBS in order to increase paid members.  Treasurer’s committee was 
formed to write a grant request for additional funds.  Members include Una Greenaway, 
Vivienne Aronowitz, Alice Bratton and Joel Gimpel.  Upon motion made and seconded, 
the Treasurer’s report was accepted.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
WEBSITE REPORT
Una will send an e-mail to inform general membership that Business Directory is ready 
to accept ads.  Trina Yerlick paid for an ad for her business, Lilikoi Inn.
Still need Board Member biographies from Mike Bernstone and Alan Pollak .
Any photos from events can be sent to Alan Silverman by e-mail, drop box, etc.
Next blog entry and events calendar will be Rabbi Daniel Lev’s Kabbalat Shabbat  Feb. 
26  at the home of Louise and Marvin Feldman and Torah Study after services Feb. 27 at 
the Mauna Lani.
CEMETERY REPORT
Barry Blum prepared a Cemetery Info sheet.  
Hilo:
First question: Was a letter sent to Jessica Arruda regarding mechitza at Hilo’s Beit 



HaShamayim. Una said letter was sent to Rabbi Avremel but she will double check with 
him if it has been received.
There is one grave right next to our existing perimeter.  He was non-Jewish husband of 
Jewish wife who is still alive.
Second question: Exactly how many plots do we have in Hilo? How many have we paid 
for? How many are we eligible to buy there? Ten plots have been paid for, 4 have been 
purchased, 6 remain available.  There is an option to buy 10 more plots.
Third question: What did we pay per plot? What does Homelani charge now? How much 
are we charging? No answer to these questions given.
Fourth question:  Will anyone in Hilo want to buy any plots from us?  No answer to this 
question.  Ask Fred Hurwitz, Judy Steinman, Rabbi Avremel, others?
We agreed to and we will maintain KBS’s presence and oversight of Beit HaShamayim 
even if it becomes smaller.
There is one burial there now for which family has not yet placed a proper marker.  We 
need to instruct Homelani where in our estate to place future burials.  
Fifth question: A Hui Hou may have location in Hilo for tahara.  Do other mortuaries 
there have that ability?  No answer to this question given.
Kona:
There is possibility to acquire spaces in Kona Memorial Park for Jewish Cemetery with 
assistance from Rabbi Avremel.  Private individual in Kona will likely donate.  Must 
contact Homelani to discuss.  Joel Gimpel reported that Barry said there are Jewish 
sanctified spaces in the Kona cemetery.
Rules of the cemetery will be established mutually by Rabbi Avremel and Barry (Chabad 
and KBS). Avremel says that present Beit HaShamayim rules are nearly the same as 
Chabad’s.  There will be room for interfaith couples to be buried.  We need to find 
location to perform tahara in Kona. 
Sixth question: Prices for Kona? No answer to this question given.
Stacked burials are not mandatory. 
Seventh question: How many plots/spaces are available? No answer given to this 
question.
We will always need to instruct cemetery where in our estate to place future burials.
Veterans Cemetery:
Copy of e-mail to Barry Blum from Willie Hirokane (ovs.hawaii.gov):
“For religious reasons, we will bury the deceased in a casket without the polyurethane 
casket liner.  It is allowable in VA rules as confirmed by the National Memorial Cemetery 
of the Pacific at Punchbowl.  Please put the request in writing and submit the request 
along with the veteran’s discharge documents.  The request document must be signed by 
the veterans next of kin.”
RABBI COMMITTEE REPORT
Motion was made, seconded and passed to engage Rabbi Daniel Lev for High Holy Days 
2016.  Trina Yerlick volunteered to host Rabbi Lev at her home for Rosh Hashonah.  
Volunteer is sought to house him for Yom Kippur.
SHABBAT BESHALACH January 23, 2016

Leader: Aviva Plaut
Drash: Una Greenaway
Challah: Alice Bratton



Readers: Suggestions Vic Greenspan or Trina Yerlick
SHABBAT KABBALT – February 26, 2016

Leader: Rabbi Daniel Lev
Location: Louise and Marvin Feldman’s home

SHABBAT KI TISA – February 27, 2016
Leader: Rabbi Daniel Lev 
Drash and Torah Study: Rabbi Daniel Lev
Location: Mauna Lani

OLD BUSINESS
CHANUKAH PARTY REVIEW
Suggestions for next year’s Chanukah Party will be included in the template on the 
website, such as using wagons to bring supplies up and down from the sanctuary.  
Another suggestion is to take advantage of free calendar listings for Chanukah and other 
holiday events in local papers   Think of new creative activities that incorporate good 
food to assuage children’s hunger before latkes and dinner is available.
NEW BUSINESS
HEBREW EDUCATION
There was a suggestion to list on KBS website a list of teachers not affiliated with KBS 
as a service to those in the community. The following teachers’ curricula and 
availabilities have been requested to be sent to the Board. 
Trina Yerlick , Shari Berman, Louise Feldman 
More discussion will be held at the next Board meeting.
MENORAH AND BOOK DONATION
Judi Steinman is moving and has requested assistance in transporting Alan Axelrod’s 
books as well as some of her own to the KBS library.  There is also a large menorah that 
might be available if found.  Alan and Nella Silverman will make arrangements to pick 
these donations up from Shalomha Ranch on Friday, January 15, 2016.
NEXT BOARD MEETING
Feb. 7 at 10:00 a.m. at Nella and Alan Silverman’s house
Meeting was adjourned at 11:40 a.m.
Respectfully submitted, 
Nella Silverman
Secretary


