
Minutes
Kona Beth Shalom
Board of Trustees
February 7, 2016

Alan and Nella Silverman’s house
CALL TO ORDER
Una Greenaway convened the meeting at 10:05 a.m.
TRUSTEES PRESENT
Una Greenaway, Vivienne Aronowitz (by phone), Alice Bratton, Joel Gimpel, Elaine 
Dobinson, Mike Bernstone, Louise Feldman, Barry Blum
TRUSTEES ABSENT
Ruth Ader, Trina Yerlick, Shari Berman, Alan Pollak
OTHERS PRESENT
Alan Silverman
SECRETARY
Nella Silverman
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Thank you to all who have been showing up for events.
MINUTES
Upon motion made and seconded, the minutes of the Jan. 10, 2016 meeting were 
accepted.
TREASURER’S REPORT
Per Memorial Scrolls Trust request:  KBS sent a check to get new certificate of origin for 
the torah scroll to be displayed near the scroll. KBS requested our insurance agent to add 
$50,000 property insurance to the liability insurance already carried on the torah scroll.   
Upon motion made and seconded, the Treasurer’s report was accepted.
Updated membership list was requested from Mike Bernstone, Treasurer, and Elaine 
Dobinson, Website Coordinator, would post the names under the secure Board 
Documents menu.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
WEBSITE REPORT
Una’s e-mail to inform general membership that the Business Directory is ready to 
accept ads has brought some responses from members and a non-member who wants to 
post an ad.  When told it was for member’s only, she noted that dues were too high.  A 
minimum membership fee was discussed. After discussion, Joel moved that the President 
and Treasurer deal with reduced fee membership on a case by case basis.  It was 
seconded and passed.
Elaine Dobinson asked and got approval from the Board for the posting of the second 
Saturday of the month Torah Study to be held at the Feldmans.  The first Torah study will 
be held on Saturday, February 13 at 10:30.
Elaine requested to disable the Google calendar as it is not user friendly and is a 
duplicate of the events calendar.  The Board approved deleting the Google calendar from 
the website.  
Board meetings will now be posted on the Events Calendar.
CEMETERY REPORT
Barry Blum has kept the Board up to date on communications with Wayde Towata of 



Homelani Cemetery with regard to a suitable mechitza which has been found for our 
Jewish section of Homelani Cemetery in Hilo; a metal fence that can be easily removed 
when needed with a blue thunbergia vine to twine between the decorative bars of the 
fence.  A Jewish section in the cemetery in Kona is available to KBS.  The same 
conditions as applies to the Hilo cemetery will apply to the Kona cemetery.
EDUCATION COMMITTEE (Religious School, Adult Education)
With questions posed to Barry by potential congregants interested in Hebrew school for 
their children as well as questions tabled from the last Board meeting about where to list 
Hebrew and religious educators on the website, Una will set a date in the near future for 
a committee meeting to discuss Religious School possibilities at KBS.  An e-mail will be 
disseminated to solicit interested members for the Committee.  It was noted Chabad has a 
free Hebrew school.
KABBALAT  SHABBAT– February 26, 2016  6:30 P.M.

Leader: Rabbi Daniel Lev
Location: Louise and Marvin Feldman’s home
Pot Luck Dinner
Challah:  Aviva

SHABBAT KI TISA – February 27, 2016  10:30 A.M.
Leader: Rabbi Daniel Lev 
Drash and Torah Study: Rabbi Daniel Lev
Location: Mauna Lani
Challah:  Vivienne Aronowitz
Reader:  Aviva Plaut, Vic Greenspan

A High Holy Days Planning Session is scheduled to be held after the drash and torah 
study with Rabbi Lev and all interested Board members are invited to stay.
SHABBAT TZAV March 26, 2016 10:30 a.m.

Location: Mauna Lani
OLD BUSINESS
Budget and Finance:  With the addition of Rabbi Daniel Lev coming to KBS, there is a 
need for additional funds to pay for his services. Una Greenaway and Louise Feldman 
are in the process of writing letters: one to the general membership and one to one of our 
previous benefactors, to request money for our community building efforts.  An e-mail 
will be sent to the Board for comments when these letters are completed.  A $5,000 goal 
was set.
NEW BUSINESS
Barry requested that Jan Rae send a condolence card to the family of Larry Cohn, who 
died January 22. He will send the needed information to Jan Rae.
PESACH – April 22, 2016  First Night  (Friday)

Location: King Kamehameha Hotel, deposit paid
Nella Silverman will call King Kam catering office to make arrangements.  New 

catering director to be contacted.  Rivka Avremel of Chabad telephone number was made 
available for possible coordination of Pesach food order. 

Suggestion to change venue to Queen K Hawaiian Gardens locale with a private 
caterer was tabled for a discussion for next year’s event.
SHABBAT LAST DAY OF PESACH April 30, 2016 10:30 a.m.



Location: Mauna Lani

RELIGIOUS PRACTICES
Aviva Plaut, who has been leading the whole service as well as preparing the Torah 
reading, has requested help.  Barry Blum said he would lead services on an as needed as 
possible basis.  Aviva would continue to prepare the Torah readings as needed.  Thanks 
to Barry for volunteering.  
After discussion, there was a consensus to create a list of known visiting Jewish leaders 
and scholars that could be paid an honorarium to conduct services.  The amount paid for 
these honoraria would be at the discretion of the President.  Upon a motion made and 
seconded the high limit for these honoraria would be $150.  
NEXT BOARD MEETING
Mar. 13 at 10:30 a.m. at Mauna Lani
Meeting was adjourned at 11:16 a.m.
Respectfully submitted, 
Nella Silverman
Secretary


