
Minutes 

Kona Beth Shalom 

Board of Trustees 

April 3, 2016 

Alan and Nella Silverman’s home 

CALL TO ORDER 

Una Greenaway convened the meeting at 10:32 a.m. 

TRUSTEES PRESENT 

Vivienne Aronowitz (by phone) ,  Mike Bernstone, Louise Feldman, Barry Blum, Ruth 
Ader, Trina Yerlick, Una Greenaway, Joel Gimpel 

TRUSTEES ABSENT 

Shari Berman, Alan Pollak, Alice Bratton, Elaine Dobinson, 

OTHERS PRESENT 

Alan Silverman 

SECRETARY 

Nella Silverman 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Thanks to Trina for leading services last Shabbat and thanks to the Silvermans for hosting 
the Board meeting. 

MINUTES 

Upon motion made and seconded, the minutes of the Feb. 7, 2016 meeting were accepted.  
The March Board of Director meeting did not have a quorum (minimum of 6 Board 
members) so the notes for that meeting did not need a vote. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

A check for $100 was sent to the Scrolls Trust for our Torah.  A Treasurer’s report will be 
sent to the Board later. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

CEMETERY REPORT 



Barry reported that he has asked Wayde Towata, in charge of the Homelani cemeteries in 
Hilo and in Kona, for an update on their plans to expand the Kona Cemetery. Rabbi 
Avremal and Barry will develop a plan for Jewish section of the cemetery that would 
include provision for the KBS requirement that there be space for a spouse of an 
interfaith marriage.  The possibility of trading 5 plots from Hilo to the Kona site will be 
explored. 

HATS (Hebrew and Torah Study) 

The Education committee meeting will be on Wednesday, April 6, at 4:30 p.m. at Trina’s 
home.  The following people said they were available to attend: Trina, Barry, Natalie 
Gurin, Una, and Louise.  Vivienne will call in. 

OLD BUSINESS 

PESACH – April 22, 2016  First Night  (Friday) 

Location: King Kamehameha Hotel 

Board was informed of the increase in price that King Kam required ($300 more for the 
room which was negotiated down by Mike from a $600 increase and $2 more per adult).   
The Board will consider what will be an affordable venue for next year after this Pesach 
celebration.   

A request was made to consider whether or not there is interest in a new and more up-to-
date Haggadah for next year. The Board is open to hearing suggestions. 

DONATION REQUEST LETTER 

Una will send out the approved “ask” letter this coming week. 

NEW BUSINESS 

HIGH HOLIDAYS 

Daniel Lev has asked for us to wait until after Passover for his thoughts regarding the 
High Holiday service plans.  The Machzorim we have on site are Wings of Awe (Hillel) 
and Gates of Remembrance.  Louise suggested B'Seifer Chayim.  

SIMCHAT TORAH 

Joel made a motion, which was seconded and passed, to have Simchat Torah at Hawaiian 
Queen Coffee Garden on Sunday, October 23, in the afternoon.  The cost will be $70/ 
hour with a minimum of 4 hours required.  The hours will probably be between 2-6 p.m.  
Barry has already reserved the Garden for that day.  Vivienne asked if anyone wanted to 
sponsor the Simchat Torah event. 



There was a discussion to buy a porta-sukkah for a combined Sukkot/Simchat Torah 
celebration.  Feasibility was tabled until Vic could be consulted.   

It was decided that the annual meeting, that has been part of the Sukkot celebration for 
the past 2 years, should be held at a different time than at this Simchat Torah gathering. 

CHANUKAH (December 24-January 1) 

A discussion was held about where to hold the Chanukah Party this year.  

Mauna Lani Shops courtyard has been the usual venue but this year since Chanukah falls 
at the same time as Christmas, they would not be able to hold it on our usual Sunday 
(12/25 Christmas or 1/1 New Year).  Tuesday 12/27 or Wednesday 12/28 of that week are 
alternative possibilities, but Michael Oh of the Mauna Lani said there would likely be an 
extra charge added for a shuttle to the additional parking, this week being one of the 
Mauna Lani’s busiest times.   

Hawaiian Queen Coffee Garden has limited parking – only 30 spaces 

Upon motion made and seconded, it was approved to have the Chanukah Party at Hale 
Halewai in downtown Kona on Monday, December 26, from 4-7 p.m.  There is a covered 
band stand and table area.  There is a kitchen with a refrigerator available for use.  The 
charge for the venue is $252.  A source for latkes will be needed.  We should expect from 
75-120 people, 2 latkes apiece.  Once the costs have been finalized, a price for admission 
can be set.  Availability of the band and hula group needs to be determined.   

SHAVUOS June 10-12 3 day event with Rabbi Daniel Lev 

 Kabbalat Shabbat  June 10  Feldmans 

 Torah Study  June 11 and 12 Possibly at the Plauts 

SHABBAT  April 30, 2016 10:30 a.m. 

 Location: Mauna Lani 

 Leader:  possibly Aviva Plaut 

 Torah Readers: to be determined 

 Drash: Vivienne 

 Matzo: Vivienne 

Barry would be willing to conduct a class in how to conduct a Shabbat service. A request 
was made to find the written instructions that outlined the parts of the Shabbat service 
and what parts are essential to include. 



NEXT BOARD MEETING 

May 9 at 4 p.m. at Louise Feldman’s house 

Meeting was adjourned at 11:44 a.m. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Nella Silverman 

Secretary


