
Minutes
Kona Beth Shalom
Board of Trustees

July 3, 2016
Alan and Nella’s home

CALL TO ORDER
Una Greenaway convened the meeting at 10:36 a.m.
TRUSTEES PRESENT
Barry Blum, Una Greenaway, Elaine Dobinson, Joel Gimpel, Alice Bratton, Trina 
Yerlick, Alan Silverman
TRUSTEES ABSENT
Shari Berman, Alan Pollak, Mike Bernstone, Louise Feldman, Ruth Ader, Vivienne 
Aronowitz
SECRETARY
Nella Silverman
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Thanks to Barry for leading services last month. Thanks to Nella and Alan for hosting the 
Board meeting..
MINUTES
Upon motion made and seconded, the minutes of the June 5, 2016, Board meeting were 
accepted.  
TREASURER’S REPORT
Upon motion made and seconded, Treasurer’s reports from the last two months were 
accepted.
Jan sent out thank you letters for the donations received in response to the “ask” letter 
which totaled between $300-$400.  Elaine noted that the thank you notes needed to have 
an updated logo.  Barry said he would look into it.
Joel noted that there seemed to be fewer members having paid this year and suggested 
comparing last year’s roster with this year’s roster and following up with those previous 
members who did not pay this year.  Barry noted that a complete list is vital to the 
success of the synagogue.  Una will ask Mike what list he has, bring what is available to 
the next Board meeting and then discuss completing the roster with as much information 
as is available.  
Suggestion to offer a discount for first year members with the High Holy Days ticket 
sales will be tabled until the next Board meeting.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
CEMETERY REPORT
Ann Rothstein visited the burial site of her parents in Hilo and noted the new mechitza 
surrounding the Jewish section of the cemetery looked nice.
There is still a concern that there is no place available to do chevra kadisha in Kona.
HATS (Hebrew and Torah Study)
The next Education committee meeting will be held at Trina Yerlick’s house but the date 
and time are still to be determined.  Previous date was July 28.  Committee members are 
Louise Feldman, Natalie Guerin, Una Greenaway, Barry Blum and Trina Yerlick.
There is a pending bar mitzvah on island that may involve the KBS torah on July 8, 
2017.  The family wants a rabbi officiating and is making arrangements off site from 



KBS for the ceremony.  This inspired a discussion regarding current charges that seem 
low for today’s standards.  Suggestions for changes:  1) current $1,000 might be 
appropriate for an onsite bar/bat mitzvah but offsite (it must be covered location for 
Torah) might be $2000; 2) possible honorarium charge for leader of service; 3) different 
prices for non-members vs. members, off islanders vs. locals; 4) prices would vary with 
the circumstances of the particular event; 5) check with insurance policy covering the 
torah about any restrictions for offsite use. 
The Jewish Book Club meeting will be held Wednesday, July 27 at Kona Haven Café at 
5 p.m. to discuss the book, “Tales of Love and Darkness” by Amos Oz.  The August book 
selection is “The Harlot on the Side of the Road” by Jonathan Kirsch. The September 
book selection is “American Pastoral” by Philip Roth. 
WEBSITE
There was a suggestion to put the current member roster in the protected Board 
documents area of the website.
OLD BUSINESS
Shavuos comments were requested by Una.  1) Thanks to the Plauts for hosting the 
Shavuos Sunday service and potluck.  Thank you gift or note should be sent.  2) 
Expected to see more people.  An ad was in the newspaper but no free notices were sent.  
A friend of Barry’s did not get a notification e-mail, which may mean he is not on the 
mailing list.
NEW BUSINESS
THANK YOU GIFTS
Elaine brought up the need for having something besides a thank-you note for 
recognition.  The gift could also be used for advertising KBS, promotions, possibly 
fundraising.
T-shirts were brought up as an idea for a gift.  Because of the different sizes that would 
be necessary to keep in inventory, it was thought unfeasible.
Coffee cups were thought to be an easy project and appropriate for all.  Barry suggested,  
“We’re not complete without you” as a slogan for the cup.
Elaine will research what this project will cost and bring the information back to the 
Board.
SHABBAT July 23, 2016 10:30 a.m.

Location: Mauna Lani
Leader:  Trina Yerlick
Torah Readers:  Aviva and Vic?
Drash: Una
Challah: Nella

ANNUAL NEWSLETTER
Una will begin to write the letter and requested any births, deaths, graduations or 
significant events to be sent to her for inclusion.  Names of those who led services during 
the year will be included.
NEXT BOARD MEETING

Sunday, August 7, 2016 10:30 a.m.
Location:  Mauna Lani

Meeting was adjourned at 11:45 a.m.
Respectfully submitted, 



Nella Silverman
Secretary


