
 

 

Minutes	

Kona	Beth	Shalom	

Board	of	Trustees	

February	4,	2018	

Alan	and	Nella’s	home	

CALL	TO	ORDER	

Una	convened	the	meeting	at	10:07	a.m.	

MI	SHEBERACH/THANKS	

Last	Shabbat	with	Priscilla	Kostiner	was	educational	and	enjoyable.		Thanks	to	
everyone	who	helped	make	this	a	successful	event.	

TRUSTEES	PRESENT	

Barry	Blum,	Alan	Silverman,	Louise	Feldman	and	Marvin	Feldman	,	Una	Greenaway,	
Mike	Bernstone,		Alice	Bratton,	Vivienne	Aronowitz	(by	phone),	Trina	Yerlick	,	
Elaine	Dobinson,	Vic	Greenspan,		and	Nella	Silverman	(secretary).	

TRUSTEES	ABSENT	

Shari	Berman,	Alysa	Freeman,	Ruth	Ader	and	Joel	Gimpel.	

MINUTES	

Upon	motion	made	and	seconded,	the	Minutes	of	the	January	Board	meeting	were	
approved	and	will	be	posted	on	the	website.	

TREASURER’S	REPORT	

The	finalized	agreement	has	been	signed	for	the	Hawaiian	Queen	Coffee	Garden	
(HQCG)	and	a	check	has	been	issued	which	pays	$70/event	plus	the	yearly	fee	for	
storage.	Trina	asked	for	a	list	of	tuition	payments	that	have	been	received.		The	
Jaffe’s	last	half	of	the	fee	for	cemetery	burial,	approximately	$3,000	should	come	in	
February.		Mike	as	a	personal	favor	is	keeping	track	of	monies	received	or	expended	
by	North	Hawaii	Chavurah	(NHC).		Questions	were	raised	regarding	the	little	over	
$100/month	we’re	paying	for	off-site	storage.		Visioning	meeting	will	bring	up	
permanent	home	feasibility	for	KBS.	This	will	in	turn	answer	part	of	the	question	of	
whether	to	continue	paying	off-site	storage.		Upon	motion	made	and	seconded,	the	
Treasurer’s	Report	was	approved.	

COMMITTEE	REPORTS:	

FACILITIES	



 

 

In	order	to	let	HQCG	know	in	plenty	of	time,	we	need	to	make	a	decision	on	where	to	
have	seder	next	month.		The	air	conditioning	has	been	repaired.		We	will	have	to	
evaluate	how	well	it	will	be	working	for	High	Holidays.	

	JEWISH	EDUCATION	

Louise	has	resigned	as	teacher	at	the	Hebrew	School	but	is	still	on	the	Education	
Committee.		She	will	continue	to	come	to	teach	until	Purim.		The	Education	
Committee	recommended	that	Trina	be	paid	$50/session	which	would	be	covered	
by	tuition	fees.		A	motion	was	made	and	seconded	to	pay	Trina	an	honorarium	of	
$50/session	as	the	only	teacher	at	the	Hebrew	School.		The	motion	was	passed.		
Trina	needs	someone	who	is	artistically	inclined	to	help	complete	the	booths	
and	games	of	Purim,	a	good	time	would	be	at	the	next	class.	

WEBSITE	

Vic	was	asked	to	provide	a	biography	for	the	website	as	one	of	the	Board	of	
Directors.		Una	felt	the	Facebook	page	is	important	for	distributing	information	to	
the	general	public.		Elaine	noted	that	the	mobile	device	access	to	KBS	was	working	
better.	Elaine	and	Alan	will	come	up	with	a	list	of	changes	to	present	to	the	Board	in	
a	month	or	two.	All	ideas	welcome.	Alan	asked	about	the	business	card	page.		All	3	
business	owners	have	said	that	it	has	not	brought	in	even	one	lead.	Una	will	write	
one	more	appeal	to	get	more	businesses	to	sign	up.		Barry	thought	having	a	flyer	or	
bringing	up	to	congregants	at	Shabbat	that	we	have	this	resource	would	be	helpful.		
Alan	suggested	the	banner	that	scrolls	across	the	website	could	advertise	its	
existence.	

CEMETERY	REPORT	

Barry	has	yet	to	find	out	if	all	the	markers	are	in	place	at	the	Hilo	cemetery.		The	
cemetery	has	not	returned	his	call.		Vivienne	or	Barry	will	talk	to	Ann	Rothstein	
re	her	volunteering	to	create	a	piece	of	artwork	that	would	decorate	the	mechitza	
and	identify	it	as	a	Jewish	burial	site.		Vivienne	has	been	asked	to	mention	to	
Rabbi	Rachel,	who	is	leading	the	next	Friday	night	service	at	Mauna	Kea,	that	we	
do	have	a	Jewish	cemetery	in	Hilo.	

BIKUR	CHOLIM/SOCIAL	COMMITTEE	

This	committee	is	divided	into	community	outreach	(Alysa	has	an	outline	of	ideas	of	
4	possible	events	throughout	the	year);	sending	get	well	or	sympathy	cards	(just	let	
Jan	Rae	Gimpel	know);	responding	to	calls	of	assistance	usually	received	by	the	
President	or	Vice-Presidents	(these	calls	can	be	forwarded	to	Nella	to	follow	up).		
There	needs	to	be	groups	of	people	who	could	help	our	community	in	different	
areas,	such	as,	filling	minyans,	visiting	shut	ins	or	hospital	patients.	Any	Jewish	
deaths	on	island	can	be	referred	to	Barry	or	Mike	for	assistance.		

3	DAY	SHABBAT	WEEKEND		WITH	RABBI	LEV	 February	23-25,	2018	



 

 

	 KABBALAT	SHABBAT	 Feb	23		6	pm	 Late	update:	Ruth	Ader’s	home	

	 Help	set	up	a/o	cleanup:	 Louisa,	Alice,	Una	

	 Potluck	

	 Daniel	staying	at	Ruth’s.	

	 SHABBAT	TETZAVEH	 February	24	 	 10:30	am	–	2	pm	

	 Location:		 	 HQCG	

	 Leader/Drash:	 Rabbi	Lev	

	 Torah	Readers:	 Vic	

	 Challah:	 	 Elaine	(Vivienne	will	get	from	Mamane)	

	 PURIM		 	 February	25	 	 	 1:30	–	4:00	p.m.	

	 Location:	 Imin	Center,	Holualoa	

	 Producer:	 Louise	Feldman	

	 Ideas:			 Trina:	Cake	walk		(bakers:	Alice,	Trina,	Nella)	

	 	 	 Rabbi	Lev:	dress	up	parade,	music	for	cake	walk	

	 	 	 Trina:	booths	(help	from	Hebrew	School	parent)	3	tables	

	 	 	 Megillah	reading:	Daniel	

	 	 	 Marvin:	music		(Alan	will	help	with	sound)	

	 Food:	 	 Lemonade	(Marvin),	coffee	(Alan	condiments),	water	

	 	 	 Hamentaschen	(2	dozen	each):Nella,	friend	of	Trina,	Alice	

	 12:30	 Set	up	

	 1:30	 Arnie	Rabin	magic	show	

	 1:50	 Hebrew	school	play	

	 2:00	 Rabbi	Lev	reading	of	megillah	and	songs	

	 2:30	 Cake	walk/games	

	 3:00	 Refreshments	

	 Will	work	in	Alfredo,	if	comes.	



 

 

Louise	will	be	sending	out	email	regarding	Purim,	Torah	Study	and	Visioning	
meeting	this	next	week.	

NORTH	HAWAII	CHAVERAH	

A	letter	drafted	by	Una,	Louise	and	Alan	directed	to	the	Mauna	Kea	with	the	intent	to	
notify	them	of	the	separate	entities	of	NHC	and	KBS	was	submitted	to	the	Board	for	
approval.		Joel	Gimpel	was	consulted	because	of	his	legal	expertise.	His	email	noted	
that	KBS	and	its	Board	members	would	be	exposed	to	uninsured	liability	in	the	
event	of	injury	to	an	attendee	at	an	event	incorrectly	identifying	KBS	as	a	cosponsor,	
especially	since	he	understands	that	NHC	is	an	unincorporated	entity,	without	
liability	insurance.		Therefore	he	urged	that	KBS	immediately	inform	the	Mauna	Kea	
Resort	(and	any	other	entity	that	doesn’t	understand	the	separatenesss	of	KBS	and	
NHC)	of	our	separate	existence,	and	demand	that	we	not	be	identified	as	a	
cosponsor	or	co-provider	of	NHC	events.	Vivienne	said	our	benefactor	should	be	
informed	by	KBS	rather	than	hearing	it	second	hand	from	Mauna	Kea.	Mike	thought	
we	should	go	to	the	Mauna	Kea	personally	rather	than	sending	a	cold	letter.		Barry	
suggested	sending	the	letter	will	be	separating	ourselves	from	our	benefactor.		Trina	
suggested	that	the	Mauna	Kea	has	a	legal	system	to	take	care	of	any	liabilities	that	
might	occur	on	their	property.		Alan	noted	that	Mauna	Kea	uses	signage	that	the	
Friday	night	services	are	a	KBS	event	and	this	causes	confusion.		Vivienne	was	
extremely	upset	that	this	was	making	a	mountain	out	of	a	molehill	and	treating	her	
like	some	kind	of	pariah.		Alice	agreed	with	Mike	and	Barry.		A	compromise	was	
suggested	to	have	Mike	and	Vivienne	talk	to	Mauna	Kea	about	NHC	and	KBS	being	
separate	entities.		This	would	also	lead	to	notifying	our	benefactor.		This	motion	was	
made	and	seconded.		It	was	defeated.	Vic	noted	that	a	simpler	non-confrontational	
solution	would	be	better.	A	second	motion	was	made	and	seconded	so	that	Mike	and	
Vivienne	would	ask	Mauna	Kea	to	change	its	signage	and	listing	of	the	Friday	night	
services	from	KBS	to	NHC.		This	motion	was	passed.	

After	this	raucous	and	angry	exchange	Louise	has	decided	to	leave	the	Board	as	she	
feels	unappreciated	for	all	the	synagogue	work	she	has	done	and	vilified	personally	
in	meetings	and	emails.		Una	repeated	that	the	Board	needs	a	mediation.	

TORAH	STUDY	 	 February	10	 	 10:30	–	1:30	

	 Location:	 Feldman’s	home	

VISIONING	MEETING	 February	19	 	 10:30	–	3:00	

	 Location:	 Kona	Palisades	Community	Center	

Nella	will	send	out	minutes	of	last	year’s	retreat	to	the	Board	and	selected	
members	who	are	attending	the	Visioning	meeting.	

Topics:	Outreach/Bikur	Cholem;	Facility,	a	permanent	home;	Connection	with	other	
Jewish	communities	on	the	Island.	



 

 

PASSOVER	 	 Friday,	March	30	 	 	 4-9	pm	(2	hr	setup)	

	 Location:	 	 Kona	Outdoor	Circle	

	 Leader	of	seder:	 Barry	

	 Caterer:	 	 Amelia	of	Strawberry	Patch,	phone	322-9060	

	 Food	Coordinators:	 Ruth	Ader,	Nella	Silverman,	Ruth	Bernstone	

It	was	decided	to	use	Kona	Outdoor	Circle	as	the	venue	because	more	room	for	
guests,	cooler	than	HQCG	even	though	more	expensive.	

Mike	will	redo	pricing	when	all	the	details	are	complete.	Late	Update:	KBS	members	
charge	will	be	$60	adults,	$40	for	children;	non-member	visitors	$75	adults,	$55	
children	.		A	seder	planning	sheet	that	Barry	composed	is	attached	to	the	minutes.		
In	order	to	reduce	costs,	it	was	suggested	to	have	the	salad	served	in	a	bowl	at	each	
table	along	with	some	dressing	and	a	plate	of	gefilte	fish	that	every	person	could	
take	as	wanted.	Ruth	Bernstone	has	said	she	will	prepare	macaroons.	Alan	and	
Nella	will	procure	the	gefilte	fish.	Una	will	prepare	the	charoses.	The	non-dairy	
creamer	that	was	suggested	in	Amelia’s	menu	should	be	changed	to	almond	milk.		
Mainland	greens	for	the	salad	are	a	requirement.		A	suggestion	to	use	2-sided	table	
for	dinner	pickup	so	there’s	not	such	a	long	wait	for	all	the	tables	to	be	served.		
Bamboo	plates	(dinner	and	salad)	and	bowls	were	approved	as	the	cost	between	
plastic	and	recyclable	bamboo	is	almost	equal.	The	attendants	duties	need	to	be	
delineated.	Dinner	setup	and	after	dinner	cleanup	should	be	done	by	paid	help.	

SHABBAT	TSAV	 March	24	 	 10:30-2	

	 Location:	 HQCG	

	 Leader:	 Shari	Berman		

Alan	will	find	out	how	much	a	KBS	phone	line	with	answering	device	will	cost.		
It	would	allow	those	wanting	to	call	KBS	to	have	a	phone	number	and	an	officer	of	
the	Board	would	pick	up	messages	daily	and	respond.		Google	mail	might	be	a	
possibility.	

The	next	Board	meeting	will	be	on	March	4,	2018,	10:30	a.m.	at	Mike	and	Ruth	
Bernstone’s	home.	

Meeting	was	adjourned	at	12:52	p.m.		

Respectfully	submitted,		

Nella	Silverman	

Secretary	

	



 

 

	

	

	

Attachment: Seder Planning   
Not Attending Seder Attending Not Known 

Vivienne Aronowitz 
Jan & Joel Gimpel 
Una & Leon 
Alice 
Alysa Freeman 
Trina 

Nella, Alan, (+Rachel, 
Jason, Ridley) 
Mike & Ruth Bernstone 
Ruth Ader & Sherrill  
Barry & Gloria 
 

Elaine  
Louise & Marvin 
Vic 
Late update: none of the 
above are attending seder. 

 
Questions 
Can we actually do this? Who does what? 

• May we have a yes vote to use Amelia?  
• Shall we use the HQCG or the Outdoor Circle?  
• Do we want the bamboo plates? They are disposable and apparently unlike the 

plastic, they are biodegradable. I don't know the comparative costs.  
 
Seder Charges & Costs: 
Costs: Dinner $40  (including tax, etc.- No tip) 
Servers $  6 
Facility $  9 
Gefilte Fish $  3 
Wine $  2 
Misc. $  3 
Total $63 
 
Last year's charges: 
Members $55 
Visitors $65 
 
This year?  

• KBS adults/children KBS children  $ /$ 
• Kama`aina non-members, adults/children  $ /$ 
• Non-member visitor adults/children $ /$ 
 

Amelia's phone number is 322-9060. She texts but doesn't check her e-mail regularly - it's 
strawberrypatchhawaii@yahoo.com. 
 
Here is Amelia's proposed menu: 
Mixed baby green salad with a citrus vinaigrette  
Matzoh ball soup with savory chicken broth ( 2 per guest ) 



 

 

Sea salt roasted new potatoes with olive oil 
Slow roasted beef brisket with horseradish and whole grain mustard  
 (What about chicken?) 
Grilled taro burger or garden burger ( vegetarian option ) no wheat or dairy 
Marinated and grilled kobocha squash, carrots, roasted garlic and Swiss chard. 
Amelia is able to do the hard boiled eggs and macaroons if need be! 
Amelia will provide the hot coffee, decaf coffee, and herbal teas with sweetener and non 
dairy creamer 
 
This menu is priced at $35 per person $37 with the hard boiled eggs and macaroons  
Amelia recommends at least three attendants for this event depending on how many 
volunteers you have and how much service you would like. 
There is a $100 delivery fee and 4% tax 
Attendants are $25 each per hour 
 
Amelia can supply bamboo plates if you need 
 
The congregation will handle the table settings with the Passover details. 

• Decorations  
• KBS has some silverware that could be used.  
• Would KBS supply hot and cold cups?  
• Will we supply water? salt and pepper? 
• It sounds like we would be responsible for wine, grape juice, haggadahs (will 

there be children's haggadahs?), matzoh, horseradish, charoses, parsley, seder 
plates, gefilte fish (would Amelia boil and serve? Do we get it from Los Angeles, 
from Chabad? Do we buy it at Safeway?)  

• setting up tables and chairs, decorating tables including tablecloths,  
• handwashing station, greeter/reservation table,  
• wireless mic for head table.  
• We need people to set up the venue, Barry to lead the service and people to clean 

up.  
• Someone to take on the seder plate prep.  
• Someone to prepare charoses. 

 
Dear Louise, 
Thanks for the research on the bamboo plates. I hope that we can get everything, 
including the bamboo plates question, decided at this Sunday's meeting, but Ruth Ader 
doesn't actually return until Sunday, presumably after the meeting is over. It would be 
good if people at the meeting signed up for all the tasks. If not, we can ask Amelia to 
prepare more items (like charoseth) and we'll just pay her for it. 
 
Alan said: On Fri, Jan 26, 2018 at 4:15 PM, Alan Silverman <alan.silverman@gmail.com 
> wrote: 
Since Nella & I handled it last year, we are familiar with what they get and also know the 
store in LA they order from because we used to shop there (Western Kosher …used to be 
Kosher Club …on Pico just past LaBrea). I have spoken with the store about packing it 



 

 

for air travel and they are very familiar with the drill. We will be in LA earlier in March 
and are able to pick up the frozen gefilte fish loaves we’ll need without having to go 
through Chabad. But it’s your call. 
That might be a good option. Let's decide this Sunday. 
Shaloha,  Barry 


