
Minutes 

Kona Beth Shalom 

Board of Trustees 

March 3, 2019 

Joel Gimpel and Jan Rae’s home 

CALL TO ORDER 

Una convened the meeting at 10:11 a.m. 

TRUSTEES PRESENT 

Joel Gimpel, Alan Silverman, Mike Bernstone, Una Greenaway, Ruth Ader, Vic 
Greenspan, Barry Blum, Trina Yerlick, Elaine Dobinson and Nella Silverman. 

TRUSTEES ABSENT 

Shari Berman, Alice Bratton, Alysa Freeman and Vivienne Aronowitz.  

THANKS 

Una thanked all who helped out with the last Shabbat.  Thanks to Vic, Aviva Plaut and 
Alan for implementing the Torah restoration event with Rabbi Druin.  Thanks to Trina for 
conducting Hebrew School with a recently broken finger. 

MINUTES 

Upon motion made and seconded, the minutes of the February Board meeting were 
approved.  

TREASURER’S REPORT 

The Torah restoration cost approximately $5,000. We have taken in $2300 in donations so 
far.  Another fundraising request needs to be sent out with the Newsletter.   

Our certificate of deposit (CD), containing building fund money, maturity date is near.  A 
motion was made and seconded to invest this money in another CD and to include the 
building fund money that is in savings at Territorial Savings Bank.  Motion was passed. 
Mike will look for the best CD rate. 

Mike has a final list of members for 2019.  He will mail this to Board members. This 
list will be placed in the password protected area of Board documents on the website. 

Upon motion made and seconded, the Treasurer’s report was approved. 



COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

FACILITIES 

The final paperwork has been signed with Hawaiian Queen Coffee Garden (HQCG) for 
the year. There is no change in rent. 

HQCG is in the process of renovation of the window frames.  They are looking into roller 
shades in the windows of the main room to alleviate heat and light.  Una noted that KBS 
will be willing to cost share this improvement. 

JEWISH EDUCATION 

Trina has plans for the Hebrew school children to participate in the March shabbat by 
leading the prayers, Shema and v’ahavta.  Trina is in touch with Rabbi Rachel to 
coordinate this into the service. 

WEBSITE/NEWSLETTER 

The video of Yehuda’s talk for the Interfaith Breakfast is posted on the website under 
News.  Alan plans to video Rabbi Rachel’s drash during the March shabbat.  The 
Newsletter should have notification of these videos when any new videos are on line. 

CEMETERY REPORT 

The marker for the unmarked grave at Homelani has left Los Angeles for Hilo.  Barry 
will notify Rabbi Gerlitzky, the Chabad rabbi, in case he wishes to conduct an unveiling 
service. 

BIKUR CHOLIM/SOCIAL COMMITTEE 

KBS members, Jan Rae Gimpel, Vic, Alan and Nella, participated in the Beach Cleanup 
yesterday March 2.  The idea for Adopt a Highway will be dropped. 

Una suggested we look into how KBS can be part of the Blue Zones Project. 

SHABBAT TZAV  March 23, 2019  10:00 a.m. 

 Location:  HQCG 

 Leader:  Trina 

 Drash:   Rabbi Rachel Short 

 Torah:   Vic/Aviva 

 Challah:  Una 

Alan will send a PDF of our siddur to Rabbi Rachel for her preparation. 



OLD BUSINESS 

TORAH RESTORATION RECAP 

There were influxes of visitors during the day: lunch time, after school when some of the 
Hebrew School students attended and then the evening Holy Roller class.  The repair took 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. with the Rabbi taking breaks for lunch and dinner.  Aviva and Vic 
are now prepared to mend the torah’s small rips but will need to find the kosher supplies 
(can be obtained from Rabbi Druin and/or possibly from supplier that Rabbi Lev knows).  
It was also Rabbi Druin’s advice to unroll and reroll the whole Torah once a month.  
Trina wrote to Martina Prchalova in Polna who thanked us for taking good care of the 
Torah. Ruth and Barry noted that when they visited Polna, a verbal commitment to help 
Polna with their Jewish cemetery restoration had never been forthcoming. It would be a 
mitzvah for us to send an annual donation.  Joel will look back through his minutes 
during the time he was Secretary and check the dates of this commitment. 

 The Newsletter should write up a report on the repair and request additional 
contributions to the Torah fund.   

It was suggested that every Simchat Torah that we ask for donations to the Torah fund in 
order to have money for small repairs, etc. 

Alan checked the Memorial Scrolls website before Rabbi Druin came.  We are on the 
global site where they keep track of Holocaust Torahs.  The website requested a link to 
our website re information about our Torah.  The Board approved Alan creating this 
link:  See “About,” “A Torah’s Journey from Polna to Kona.”  Our website entry was 
updated by Alan before Rabbi Druin came. 

SHAVUOT 

Ruth Ader can probably host the Rabbi for the long weekend. 

SEDER 

Amelia, the caterer, is willing to charge the same amount for the meal as last year.  Nella 
with the help of Ruth Ader and Ruth Bernstone, if they are able, will contact Amelia for 
settling food details.  Trina offered to contact the Chabad rebbitzin to purchase gefilte 
fish loaves. Mike said Ruth B will make the macaroons for dessert.  Decisions need to 
be made about who will set up and cleanup, whether it’s Amelia’s group or the group who 
helped with Chanukah at Hale Halawai. 

Mike has already posted the reservation form and has received 20 confirmed reservations 
since February 24. 

Alan suggested we update the Haggadah we usually use with contemporary 
supplementary readings.  The seder should be carefully timed to meet the meal service 



time agreed upon with Amelia.  Arrival time of guests: 5:30 with 6:00 p.m. start of seder. 
See copy of reservation form at end of minutes. 

CHANUKAH 

After discussion of all locations, it was decided that Alan will first try to reserve Old A 
Pavilion on Sunday, December 29 (second choice December 28).  If not available, he will 
try to reserve Hale Halawai for one of those dates. Una will call a committee meeting to 
help clarify details of responsibility for all aspects of the Chanukah party we wish to 
continue. 

NEW BUSINESS 

DOCUMENTARY 

“Who Will Write our History” is a 90 minute documentary written by Jews in the Warsaw 
ghetto and other rediscovered documents.  The licensing fee is $1200, but when asked, 
they said, “What’s your budget?” The Aloha Theatre fee scale is around $700. The Regal 
Theatres are very high.  There will be another organized worldwide screening around 
Yom Hashoa in May.  The Board cannot see us spending that much money to sponsor a 
community event. 

NEXT MEETING 

The next Board meeting will be on April 7, 2019, beginning at 10:00 a.m. at Elaine’s 
home.  

Meeting was adjourned at 11:35 a.m.  

Respectfully submitted,  

Nella Silverman 

Secretary 




