MINUTES
Kona Beth Shalom
Board of Trustees Meeting
January 11, 2015
At the home of Alice Bratton, 10:30 AM

CALL TO ORDER
President Una Greenaway called the meeting to order at 10:32 a.m.

Trustees Present: Ruth Ader, Marilyn Anderson, Vivienne Aronowitz, Barry Blum, Alice Bratton, Elaine
Dobinson, Louise Feldman, Joel Gimpel, Una Greenaway, and Trina Yerlick.

Trustees Absent: Shari Berman, Michael Bernstone, Mike Colson, Zee Knapp, Ernie Knapp, and Alan
Pollak.

Secretary: Elaine Dobinson
Mi Sheberach was sung for KBS members and families and all those in France.

MINUTES: On motion made and seconded, the minutes of the December 7th board meeting were
accepted.

TREASURER’S REPORT: On motion made and seconded, the treasurer's report was accepted.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Facilities Committee — Tabled until Mike Colson is able to participate in the discussion.

Hats — Vivienne will include the new families on the list for the folk dancing event.

Cemetery — Barry reported that A Hui Ho does not have a facility for tahara, and that the West Hawaii
Veterans Cemetery does not comply with Jewish customs, and uses grave liners. Barry Blum, Joe Itman
(Gloria & Barry's nephew from Minneapolis), Shai Yerlick, Joel Gimpel, Rabbi Avramel, as well as others
from Chabad performed the tahara for Leon Hyman. Barry noted that Rabbi Avramel was very
cooperative and helpful. Barry will create a list of rituals and activities that comprise a proper Jewish
burial, and will then convene a meeting for interested KBS Trustees, members, and hopefully Chabad
representation, to develop an info/action plan that is ready to use whenever there is a death in the
Jewish community on the Big Island. It was noted that a brochure presently exists for Beit Ha
Shamayim, offering information re: availability and procurement of plots from Kona Beth Shalom, for our
cemetery in Hilo. While attending this meeting is voluntary, it was suggested that all KBS Board members
familiarize themselves with the basic information, as they may be the first KBS representative a bereaved
individual queries.

Website — Una, Elaine and Louise will meet in person to discuss changes.
SHABBAT: Next shabbat services are on January 24, 2015.

Challah — Alice
Drush — Either the rabbi or Vivienne

OLD BUSINESS:
Bylaw Changes — Barry reviewed the proposed changes, with edits from the board. Upon motion made
and seconded, the board voted to recommend that the membership adopt the revised Bylaws.

Folk Dancing Feb 20 Logistics — Sasha Copin will come from Berkeley to teach the class. We will have
a shabbat pot luck dinner at 5:30 pm. We will charge $5 for members and $10 for non-members. Marilyn
will create a press release. Trina is producing the event.



What We Learned From Questionnaire — Vivienne reviewed the summary (see below). We need to ask
Mike Colson to break out the non-member responses. We also need to ask where people live when we
do another survey to better understand their location preferences.

Chanukah Party Aftermath: We need to have a process for collecting the names and contact
information from new people attending.

NEW BUSINESS:

Lawyers Without Rights Exhibit — Opening Friday, Feb 6, 5:30 pm at Donkey Mill, until ~ Feb 20th. The
exhibit was put together by a German bar association and the American Bar Association. A 95 yr old
holocaust survivor will be there for one week. Una will get the exact details. We could show the movie
about the Japanese 442 group. The board voted to help sponsor the event and contribute $360.

Rabbi Daniel Lev — Rabbi Lev, who led KBS High Holiday services in 2004-5, has moved to Oahu. We
would have to cover his airfare and lodging if we want him to lead services. On motion made and
seconded, the board voted to ask Rabbi Lev to lead our January 24t services, but if Rabbi Lev is unable
to come, Una will ask Aviva Plaut to lead the services. In that event, Rabbi Lev will be invited to lead the
February 28 services. Louise offered to host a Friday night shabbat when he comes.

NEXT MEETING AND ADJOURNMENT:

The next board meeting is February 8 at KBS Mauna Lani. Meeting adjourned at 12: pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Elaine Dobinson, Secretary

Kona Beth Shalom Survey Recap (Nov 1, 2014)
Dr Michael A. Colson, MBChB (Med), PhD (Public Health)

Note: 8 Questions w/ Abbreviated Questions and “Other”” Responses
*Percentages listed w/ No. of Respondents where useful



Ql.

Q2.

Full Survey Result at: https://www.surveymonkey.com/results/SM-K3FPJJ6L/

KBS Demographics

Sometime / Visitor

Part time

Full time over 50 73
Full time under 50

Fulltime with children

Association with KBS

Unlikely attendee 19
Occasional

Active when here 17
Active all the time

Other

Percentage Actual No.

17

0
3 1

36

19
10

* Attend when services closer, Love KBS, Want to rejon family, Live in E Hawaii, Old age, Closer

Q3.

Membership Status

Not a member

Join if more KBS events

Join if KBS had rabbi

Join if KBS had own building

Current member 66
Other

SO

26

*Newly joined, might rejoin w Rabbi, Love services, Former members might rejoin, Past member, Had 2 sons Bar Mitz. @
KBS but not surrent member.

Q4.

Mauna Lani Location Feedback & Participation

Not interested regardless of location
OK, but prefer Kona

OK, prefer NKohala and Waimea 19
I/we will go anywhere for services 24
Other

7
33

17

*Like current location, Kona location will increase my participation, Hilo resident, Like ML but Kona closer, Prefer Kona...we
are Kona Beth Shalom after all.

Qs.

KBS Programming

Interest in Hebrew School for children

113 113

¢ for adults

Interest in lectures/Jew Education 24

Interest in other Jew offerings
Other Programs

2 1
5 2
10
31 13
60 25

*Build Schul, Visit sick/elderly, Fri services, Arrange visiting rabbi, Adult Ed. via Skype, Outside events like cruises, beach,
music. Films and Variety of Jew Experiences format, Community events

Q6.

Personal Involvement

Cannot see it at this time 29

Like to be more regular

Can volunteer

Can help lead services/events
Be a board member

Other

12
24 10
33 14
12 5
21 9

21

*Special needs support req’d. Visit & assist elderly, Host Hilo events, Too busy, Schedule unpredictable, Facilities committee
involvement, Less and less interested as too much antagonism and unpleasantness w/core people.

Q7.

Suggested KBS Activity Focus
Shabbat 31
Holiday observances

Adult Education

13
50 21
55 23



Child Education 7
Music Film Dance Etc 76
Other 14

32
6

*Help Glora w Burials, Bring back Fri Services, E Hawaii events, Not a resident so don’t know.

Q8.

Helping with KBS Mission in Community

Cannot help 21
KBS member already 67
Know others who could help out 5

Would like KBS email 12
Wish to register with KBS 10

Names for registration from survey:

psblank@aol.com

*contact Trina for name

*Louise


mailto:psblank@aol.com

