
Minutes
Kona Beth Shalom
Board of Trustees

May 9, 2016
Marvin and Louise’s home

CALL TO ORDER
Una Greenaway convened the meeting at 4:09 p.m.
TRUSTEES PRESENT
Louise Feldman, Barry Blum (by phone), Ruth Ader, Trina Yerlick, Una Greenaway, 
Elaine Dobinson
TRUSTEES ABSENT
Shari Berman, Alan Pollak, Alice Bratton, Vivienne Aronowitz, Mike Bernstone, Joel 
Gimpel
OTHERS PRESENT
Alan Silverman
SECRETARY
Nella Silverman
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Thanks to Aviva and Vic for reading Torah last Shabbat and thanks to Mike for leading 
Yitzkor.
Yahrzeit for Chaz Salzberg.  Una’s dad is on Friday.  Trina’s aunt has just passed away.
MINUTES
Upon motion made and seconded, the minutes of the April 3, 2016 meeting were 
accepted.  
TREASURER’S REPORT
Treasurer’s report was sent but acceptance was tabled. Explanation contained in the 
report was: “In accordance with US Securities & Exchange Commission rule changes 
regarding money market funds that prohibit ownership of these funds by other than 
natural persons our funds now held in a Charles Schwab money market fund will be 
transferred to our building fund savings account at Territorial Savings.  Originally the 
Schwab account was created to avoid any risk due to the $100,000 insurance limitations. 
 The limit was raised several years ago to $250,000, so there is no risk in transferring the 
funds.  Interest rates at both locations are comparable.”  Louise  raised a question if these 
are both building fund accounts and they are. 
Barry mentioned in an e-mail and at the meeting, “Hawaii Community Federal Credit 
Union in K-K gives one of the best interest rates around on its jumbo accounts, better 
than the banks.” However, he doesn't know if an "unnatural persons" account qualifies.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
CEMETERY REPORT
Barry reported that Wayde Towata’s boss, Dennis Boser, in Honolulu plans to come to 
Kona cemetery this Wednesday or next.  Rabbi Avremal knows of a person willing to buy 
20 plots in the Kona cemetery if they are set aside for Jewish burial. Not sure who would 
be in charge of the selling of the burial sites, but anyone in the congregation who is 
interested can buy one of these plots. 
A mechitza has been set up in the Hilo cemetery: an aluminum fence, which can be 
easily removed and replaced as needed for preparing the burial site.  A similar fence 



could be used in Kona. 
Still a problem finding a spot to do tahara as Kona Community Hospital morgue does not 
want to have it done there anymore.  Other mortuaries (A Hui Hou and Dodo) do not 
have facilities for this.  
HATS (Hebrew and Torah Study)
The Education committee meeting will be setting up another meeting in June.  
Trina had a call from a family with 3 children ages 6, 9 and 11 who was interested in 
Hebrew education but not until August. 
The first Jewish Book Club meeting will be Wed. May 18 at Kona Haven Café at 5 p.m. 
to discuss the book, “The Muralist” by B. A. Shapiro.
OLD BUSINESS
PESACH 
The Community seder was cancelled for lack of sufficient reservations to offset the 
higher priced venue at King Kamehameha hotel although the deadline listed on the  
reservation form was a week after the actual date King Kam required for a final count.  
This may have caused some confusion for last minute would-be attendees.
Discussion followed that having our community seder at a hotel venue was getting too 
expensive for our congregation.  Ideas for locales for next year included: our KBS home 
at Mauna Lani, Kona Palisades Pavilion, Outdoor Circle, Hale Halawai, Hawaiian 
Gardens.  Food could be provided by pot luck with members being assigned dishes to 
bring and non-members could be charged to help allay expenses. Questions were raised 
if the seder should be on 1st or 2nd night. 
A committee needs to be formed to bring ideas to the Board for more discussion.
DONATION REQUEST LETTER
Una postponed sending out the approved “ask” letter until there was less holiday e-mails 
to cloud the message.  She plans on sending it out by the end of the week.
SHAVUOS June 10-12 3 day event with Rabbi Daniel Lev

Kabbalat Shabbat June 10 Feldmans house
Torah Study June 11 KBS Mauna Lani

June 12 Plauts house with pot luck
The 2 classes Rabbi Lev will be teaching after Shabbat services on Saturday and on 
Sunday at the Plauts will be "The Next Five-Out-of-Ten-Commandments" and "Pirkei 
Avot - Life Wisdom from the Early Masters."  
It was decided to ask non-members who attend Rabbi Lev’s class on June 12 to pay $18/
individual or $30/couple.  Members attend for free as a perk of membership.  If there are 
payment problems, please let KBS know.
During services a request for the Rabbi’s fund will be announced to help defray the costs 
of bringing Rabbi Lev to Kona.  
Another suggestion was to put the bookmarks with donor information in the siddurs.
NEW BUSINESS
SHABBAT May 28, 2016 10:30 a.m.

Location: Mauna Lani
Leader:  to be determined
Torah Readers: to be determined
Drash: to be determined



Challah:  Vivienne
SHABBAT June 25, 2016  10:30 a.m.

Location: Mauna Lani
Leader:  Barry Blum

SHABBAT July 22, 2016 10:30 a.m.
Location: Mauna Lani
Leader:  Trina Yerlick

Barry sent written instructions regarding leading a service to Una.  She will forward 
these to members of the Board.

NEXT BOARD MEETING
June 5 at 10 a.m. at Silverman’s home

Meeting was adjourned at 5:23 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, 
Nella Silverman
Secretary


