
Minutes	

Kona	Beth	Shalom	

Board	of	Trustees	

August	7,	2016	

Mauna	Lani	

Before	the	Board	Meeting	began,	there	was	a	field	trip	to	the	suite	next	door	to	
assess	its	suitability	for	KBS	needs.	KBS	has	been	asked	to	relocate	to	this	suite	by	
the	Borkan	Family.	

CALL	TO	ORDER	

Vivienne	convened	the	meeting	at	10:38	a.m.		Vivienne	has	taken	on	the	
responsibility	of	President	of	the	Board	after	Una	resigned	July	16,	2016.	

TRUSTEES	PRESENT	

Barry	Blum,	Una	Greenaway,	Elaine	Dobinson	(by	phone),	Alice	Bratton,	Trina	
Yerlick,	Alan	Silverman,	Vivienne	Aronowitz,	Mike	Bernstone,	Louise	Feldman,	Ruth	
Ader	

TRUSTEES	ABSENT	

Shari	Berman,	Alan	Pollak,	Joel	Gimpel		

OTHERS	PRESENT	

Vic	Greenspan	

SECRETARY	

Nella	Silverman	

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS	

Thanks	to	all	on	the	Board	for	their	support	of	Vivienne	as	the	new	President.		
Thanks	to	Una	for	being	a	warm,	creative,	responsible	leader	for	the	past	4	½	years.	

MINUTES	

Upon	motion	made	and	seconded,	the	minutes	of	the	July	3,	2016,	Board	meeting	
were	accepted.			

TREASURER’S	REPORT	

Mike	explained	he	moved	funds	into	the	credit	union	account	so	that	it	would	not	be	
closed	for	lack	of	activity.		Arrangement	with	the	Borkan	family	for	our	space	is	now	



directly	gifted	with	no	monetary	exchange.	Upon	motion	made	and	seconded,	
Treasurer’s	report	was	accepted.	

COMMITTEE	REPORTS:	

CEMETERY	REPORT	

Barry	would	like	to	have	another	person	on	the	committee.	Next	step:	contact	Dodo	
Mortuary	for	suggestions	regarding	tahara	(ritual	cleansing	of	deceased).		Contact	
Kona	Community	Hospital	who	previously	allowed	tahara	there	but	has	since	
rejected	this	idea.	There	is	no	place	for	tahara	to	occur	in	Kona	at	this	time.	

JEWISH	EDUCATION		

The	committee	has	changed	its	name	from	HATS	to	Jewish	Education	Committee.	

A	summary	of	KBS	Education	Committee	Meeting	8/31/16	was	submitted:	

• The	children	potentially	interested	fall	into	2	groups.	There	are	four	6-7	year	olds	and	one	
12	year	old.		In	addition	there	are	3	children	that	Trina	will	be	privately	tutoring.	They	are	7,	
10	and	12.	

• Teachers:	Tentatively	Louise	will	teach	the	younger	group,	Trina	the	older	group	and	Natalie	
will	advise	and	sub.	Guest	teachers	could	include	Barry,	Gloria,	and	Aviva.	Individual	bar	
mitzvah	training	can	be	arranged	with	Shari.	

• Organization:	Louise	will	chair	and	be	responsible	for	meeting	agendas,	family	
communications	and	board	communications.	Requests	made	to	the	Board	regarding	
teachers	or	program	information	should	be	forwarded	to	Louise.	

• Location	and	sessions:	Most	families	live	in	North	and	South	Kona.		It	was	suggested	that	
classes	rotate	between	teachers	and	student	families	that	are	willing	to	host.		Classes	will	
meet	after	school	twice	monthly	on	mutually	chosen	weekday.		Both	age	groups	will	meet	at	
the	same	location	and	time.	

• Classes:	Sessions	will	be	an	hour	and	a	half	starting	with	a	snack	that	KBS	will	provide.	
Parents	will	be	invited	to	remain	and	will	be	provided	with	a	gathering	space	and	coffee.	

• Curriculum:	Curriculum	will	be	age	appropriate	and	will	include	Study	of	holidays,	bible	
stories,	Aleph	Bet,	Israel,	prayers,	Jewish	history,	Pirke	Avot	.	

• Fees:	It	was	decided	to	let	families	pay	for	the	education	without	becoming	members	for	1	
year.		Fees	for	non-members	are	$25	for	the	first	child	and	$15	for	each	additional	child.		
Fees	for	member	are	$18	and	$10.	Payment	is	due	to	the	Treasurer	by	check	by	the	first	of	
the	month.	If	enrolled	in	the	program,	monthly	payment	is	due	even	if	the	child	is	absent.	
Payment	for	texts	that	are	used	by	the	student	is	the	financial	responsibility	of	the	family.	

• Teacher	Reimbursement:	At	this	time,	teachers	will	not	be	paid,	but	will	be	fully	reimbursed	
for	expenses	including	mileage.	

The	next	meeting,	which	will	focus	on	curriculum,	will	be	held	August	17	at	4:00.		

Recorder,	

Louise	Feldman	

Mike	preferred	that	the	fees	would	be	paid	quarterly.	Louise	explained	that	the	fee	
structure	be	revenue	neutral.	The	synagogue	community	has	texts	for	the	older	
children.	



One	Board	member	raised	a	concern	about	one	of	the	teachers,	also	on	the	Board,	
regarding	a	challenging	rapport	issue	between	that	teacher	and	the	parent(s)	of	one	
of	our	students.		There	was	further	discussion	and,	although	the	matter	had	been	
addressed	in	the	past,	Vivienne	agreed	to	follow	up	on	this,	including	consultation	
with	Rabbi	Lev.	

The	Jewish	Book	Club	meeting	will	be	held	Wednesday,	August	17	at	Kona	Haven	
Café	at	5	p.m.	to	discuss	the	book	“The	Harlot	on	the	Side	of	the	Road”	by	Jonathan	
Kirsch.	The	September	book	selection	is	“American	Pastoral”	by	Philip	Roth.		

WEBSITE	

Nella	asked	if	anything	could	be	done	with	the	Calendar	entries	so	that	more	of	the	
year	or	even	past	year’s	events	could	be	easily	accessed.	

OLD	BUSINESS	

HOLIDAY	PLANNING	

A	proposed	High	Holiday	Service	Schedule	was	sent	by	Rabbi	Lev	and	distributed	to	
the	Board.		In	addition	to	the	regular	morning	Rosh	Hashonah	(RH)	service,	Rabbi	
Lev	will	conduct	a	RH	evening	service	(10/2/16)	starting	at	6	pm	which	includes	
kiddush.			

Since	there	is	a	potluck	after	RH	morning	service	(10/3/16),	the	Board	decided	
Tashlich	needed	to	be	scheduled	at	some	other	time.		Rabbi	Lev	is	conducting	a	
Friday	Shabbat	Shuva		(10/7/16)	evening	service.		Tashlich	could	be	conducted	
prior	to	sunset	.			

Shabbat	Shuva	morning	service	(10/8/16)	will	include	an	overview	and	preparation	
for	Yom	Kippur.		Due	to	Ironman	closing	the	road	to	Mauna	Lani	on	10/8/16,	
services	will	be	held	in	South	Kona	at	either	the	Feldman’s	or	Plaut’s	home.			

Yom	Kippur	services	will	be	held	at	the	Mauna	Lani	10/11-12/16.		Kol	Nidrei	from	
6-8:30.	Morning	Service	will	start	at	10	am.	There	will	be	an	hour	break	from	2-3pm.	
Mid-afternoon	class	will	start	at	3	pm.	Yizkor	will	start	at	4	pm.	Ne’ila	will	start	at	5	
pm	with	Havdalah	scheduled	at	6:15	pm,	then	Break-Fast.	

A	conference	call	was	held	with	Rabbi	Lev	concerning	the	proposed	Kona	2016	High	
Holiday/Shabbat	Service	Schedule	and	related	items.		Small	changes	in	times	and	
Tashlich	addition	were	agreed	to.		Brunch	with	the	Rabbi	was	scheduled	for	Sunday,	
October	9	at	11:00	am.		Ruth	Ader	is	hosting	Rabbi	Lev	and	his	wife	during	the	
holidays.		Ruth	has	offered	her	home	for	the	catered	Sunday	Brunch,	but	location	is	
still	to	be	determined.		A	complete	schedule	with	airline	information	will	be	
forwarded	to	the	Board	but	the	general	outline	is	that	he	will	arrive	erev	RH	
morning	(Sun.	10/2)	at	10:35	am	(it’s	his	birthday!)	and	is	leaving	Tuesday	10/4.		
He	is	coming	back	Friday	morning	10/7	at	10:35	am	and	will	stay	in	Kona	until	the	



day	after	Yom	Kippur	Thursday	10/13	at	9	am.		He	will	need	transportation	during	
RH	but	has	reserved	a	rental	car	during	the	return	trip.	

Rabbi	Lev	will	conduct	Healing	sessions	by	appointment	during	his	stay.		His	phone	
number,	808	633	6569,	will	be	included	in	the	Newsletter	to	inform	the	general	
membership	of	this	service.	

BAR/BAT	MITZVAH	INFORMATION	

On	July	13,	Barry	sent	out	an	email	requesting	ideas	for	updating	the	Bar/Bat	
Mitzvah	information	packet.		The	updated	form	was	distributed	to	the	Board	
members	for	their	perusal.	

NEW	BUSINESS	

NEWSLETTER	

On	July	28,	Barry	sent	out	an	email	requesting	additions	and	corrections	to	an	
attachment,	the	proposed	annual	Newsletter	for	2016.		Barry	brought	the	copies	of	
this	proposed	Newsletter	for	additional	comments	including	those	of	Rabbi	Lev	to	
confirm	times	and	services	he	will	conduct.	Barry	will	complete	the	whole	
Newsletter	with	changes	noted.	

RELOCATION	

After	field	trip	and	discussion	of	relocation	site,	a	motion	was	made,	seconded	and	
passed	to	accept	the	relocation	requested	by	the	Borkan	family	of	our	synagogue.		
The	new	suite	has	a	room	large	enough	to	accommodate	30	people	for	services.		
This	will	be	big	enough	for	regular	services	but	a	different	venue	will	need	to	be	
found	for	High	Holidays.	It	has	a	sink	and	built-in	under-counter	refrigerator.	It	has	
a	front	room	and	hallway	for	potlucks	and	3	storage	areas.	The	rooms	are	directly	
next	door	to	our	current	location.	The	move	will	not	happen	until	after	Yom	Kippur.		
The	Mauna	Lani	will	move	everything	for	us	for	free.		Locks	will	be	switched	to	other	
suite	so	there	will	be	no	need	for	new	keys.		A	thoughtful	downsizing	of	siddurim	
and	machzors	will	be	needed.	It	was	decided	to	announce	the	“move	next	door”	in	
the	Newsletter.	

MACHZOR	

Louise	Feldman	has	completed	affirming	any	changes	Rabbi	Lev	wanted	to	Gary	
Konigsberg’s	machzor,	B’Seifer	Chayim,	which	we	will	be	using	for	High	Holy	Days	
this	year.		The	front	page	will	include	a	homage,	e.g.	“compiled	by	Gary	Konigsberg	
with	modifications	by	Rabbi	Daniel	Lev.	“	Louise	will	now	get	quotes	for	getting	the	
pages	bound	and	printed	for	50	copies.	

HIGH	HOLIDAY	COMMITTEE	



Louise	asked	for	volunteers	to	help	with	logistics	for	the	High	Holidays.		Una,	Ruth,	
Nella	and	Viv	volunteered	to	help	Louise.		Aviva	Plaut	will	assist	with	recruiting	
Torah	readers.	

SHABBAT	 August	27,	2016	 	 10:30	a.m.	

	 Location:	Mauna	Lani	

	 Leader:		Trina	Yerlick?	

	 Torah	Readers:		Aviva	and	Vic?	

	 Drash:	Viv?	

	 Challah:	Nella?	

NEXT	BOARD	MEETING	/	ANNUAL	MEETING	

	 Sunday,	September	11,	2016	 10:30	a.m.	

	 Location:		Mauna	Lani	

SHABBAT	 September	24,	2016	 	 10:30	a.m.	

	 Location:	Mauna	Lani	

	 Leader:	Shari	Berman	

RABBI’S	BRUNCH	 October	9	 11:00	am	

	 Location:	Ruth	Ader’s	home?	

	 Catered	food	

Meeting	was	adjourned	at	12:50	p.m.	

Respectfully	submitted,		

Nella	Silverman	

Secretary	


