
 

 

Minutes	

Kona	Beth	Shalom	

Board	of	Trustees	

November	13,	2016	

Mauna	Lani	

CALL	TO	ORDER	

Vivienne	convened	the	meeting	at	10:10	a.m.	

TRUSTEES	PRESENT	

Barry	Blum,	Trina	Yerlick,	Alan	Silverman,	Vivienne	Aronowitz,	Mike	Bernstone,	
Ruth	Ader,	Marcia	Belmont,	Natalie	Guerin,	Vic	Greenspan,	Una	Greenaway,	Alice	
Bratton	

TRUSTEES	ABSENT	

Shari	Berman,	Elaine	Dobinson,	Louise	Feldman,	Marvin	Feldman,	Alan	Pollack,	Joel	
Gimpel	

SECRETARY	

Nella	Silverman	

PRAYERS	

Shehecheyanu	was	said	for	first	meeting	in	new	space	at	the	Mauna	Lani.		A	prayer	
was	also	said	for	our	country	after	new	president	elected.	

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS	

Thanks	to	all	those	who	made	the	Simchat	Torah	celebration	possible.	

MINUTES	

Upon	motion	made	and	seconded,	the	minutes	of	the	September	11,	2016,	meetings	
were	accepted.			

TREASURER’S	REPORT	

There	are	39	family	membership	units	which	is	the	same	number	as	last	year.		There	
is	a	search	for	a	reasonably	priced	required	insurance	policy	to	appropriately	cover	
the	$25,000	liability	needed	for	the	torah.		Mike	is	asking	the	Mauna	Lani	to	change	
utility	charges	since	we	moved	to	a	smaller	office	space.		Upon	motion	made	and	
seconded,	the	Treasurer’s	report	was	accepted.	

COMMITTEE	REPORTS:	



 

 

CEMETERY	REPORT	

Barry	visited	the	Hilo	cemetery	and	noted	vines	were	now	growing	in	the	fence	
surrounding	the	Jewish	section.			

Two	lots	costing	$2400	each	were	sold	to	Rabbi	Avremel,	who	was	representing	
relatives	of	a	husband	and	wife	who	died	in	Hilo.	The	credit	card	charges	for	the	lots	
were	reversed	by	the	family.		Compensation	from	Chabad	or	the	family	is	being	
pursued	by	some	members	of	the	Board.	(	Late	update-	KBS	received	a	$500	
payment	from	Chabad	with	an	additional	$500	promised	at	the	end	of	the	month	
with	further	payments	to	follow.		Vivienne	will	meet	with	Avremel	in	Honolulu	on	
Friday)	

JEWISH	EDUCATION		

There	are	2	classes	comprised	of	3	students.	All	the	children	have	time	with	Trina	
for	Hebrew	and	prayer	service	and	all	the	children	have	time	with	Louise	(Natalie	
now	as	the	sub)	teaching	Bible	stories	and	making	a	notebook	about	Israel.	Trina	
and	Natalie	teach	their	lessons,	then	switch	children	and	teach	again.	The	children	
are	preparing	to	present	a	short	play	for	the	Chanukah	Party	at	Hale	Halawai.	

The	book	club	will	meet	the	3rd	Wednesday	of	November.	See	website	for	details.	

OLD	BUSINESS	

SHABBAT	 November	26,	2016	 	 10:30	a.m.	

	 Location:	Mauna	Lani	

	 Leader:	Vivienne		

	 Drash:	Natalie	

	 Challah:	Vivienne	

	 Torah	readers:	Vivienne,	Vic	

SHABBAT	 December	24,	2016	 	 10:30	a.m.	

	 Location:	Mauna	Lani	

	 Leader/drash:		Shari	

	 Oneg:		Alice	and	Shari	

CHANUKAH	 December	26,	2016	(3rd	night)	 4:00	–	7:30	p.m.	

	 Location:	Hale	Halawai	

	 Leader:	Barry	



 

 

Outline	for	the	Chanukah	Party	was	distributed	by	Barry	to	the	Board.			

Barry	and	Gloria	have	created	invitations	and	posters	to	publicize	the	event.	They	
have	offered	to	cover	the	cost	of	snail	mailing.		Barry	suggested	reaching	out	to	the	
greater	Jewish	community	on	the	Island.	

Shai	and	Alan	Pollak	will	be	asked	to	take	care	of	the	dreydle	table.	

Antoinette	Sharfin	has	been	asked	to	take	care	of	the	arts	and	crafts	table.		

Human	menorah	poster	to	be	set	up.	

It	was	suggested	that	this	might	be	the	appropriate	venue	for	Marilyn	to	set	up	her	
art	show	since	it	wasn’t	possible	during	the	High	Holidays.	

Arnie	Rabin	will	do	a	magic	show	(Arneleo	HaGadol).	

Band	will	include:	Joel,	Judy,	Sue,	Barry,	Gloria,	Sharon,	Auntie	Lani,	Daniel.	Certain	
members	of	the	band	will	be	paid	$100	each	(total	$400).	

Band	entertainer:	Alfredo	will	do	Sword	Dance	

An	Israeli	dance	set	will	be	led	by	Vivienne	and	Julie.	

Hula	Halau	performance	led	by	Auntie	Lani	

KBS	Hebrew	and	Jewish	Studies	students	play.	

All	Board	members	are	expected	to	come	up	for	the	sing	along.	

Daylight	Mind	may	provide	latkes.	Other	options	suggested	were	everyone	makes	
some	,	Alice	contracts	to	make	them.	(	Later	reported	by	Vivienne	that	Daylight	
mind	agreed	to	make	them)	

Suggested	that	an	earlier	start	time	is	needed	for	the	potluck	to	accommodate	
children’s	eating	time.		The	meal	will	commence	at	5:30pm.	

A	suggestion	was	made	to	have	free	admission	for	members	and	children;	$5	
admission	for	others.	$5	food	tickets	will	be	sold	to	pay	for	2	latkes	with	applesauce	
a/o	sour	cream.		Pot	luck.	Membership	table.	

A	committee	meeting	to	finalize	plans,	publicity	and	timing	of	events	will	be	
scheduled.	

SIMCHAT	TORAH	REVIEW	

Loved	the	joy	of	the	celebration.		It	was	a	great	time,	lot	of	work,	parking	was	a	
challenge.		Suggestion	of	providing	a	shuttle	service	if	we	have	events	at	Hawaii	
Queen	Coffee	Gardens	again.	

NEW	BUSINESS	



 

 

RABBI	DANIEL	VISITS	

Motion	to	have	Rabbi	Lev	visit	on	January	28th	and	on	Shavuos,	either	last	Saturday	
in	May	(Memorial	Weekend)	or	1st	weekend	in	June	was	seconded.		All	approved.	

HAWAII	QUEEN	COFFEE	GARDENS	

Farley	Jones	is	the	Manager.	Discussion	ensued	as	to	whether	it	was	a	good	venue	
for	us	to	use	and,	if	it	was	a	good	venue,	how	often	to	rent	it.		The	price	for	rental	is	
$70/hour	(which	includes	parking)	with	a	minimum	of	a	3	hour	rental.		There	are	a	
total	of	35	parking	spaces	(12	of	which	are	lawn	parking).	Every	4th	Saturday	was	
deemed	too	expensive	when	we	also	have	the	Mauna	Lani	facility.	It	seems	a	good	
venue	to	attract	more	attendees.	The	Gardens	are	for	sale	but	not	sure	it	is	
appropriate	for	all	the	sacred	texts	and	other	treasures	that	now	reside	at	the	
Mauna	Lani.		Barry	will	look	into	other	rooms	available	there	for	consideration	of	a	
seder	and	high	holy	days	next	year.	

PESACH	

A	search	will	begin	for	a	seder	location	for	this	coming	year.		Hotels	have	become	
too	expensive	so	a	spot	that	can	be	catered	will	be	sought.		

Barry	has	reserved	the	Kona	Outdoor	Circle	in	case	we	want	to	use	it.		It	can	be	
cancelled	up	until	3	weeks	prior.	It	costs	$80/hour	plus	tax	($83.33/hour),	
minimum	of	3	hours	per	booking.	Maximum	number	of	people	is	85.	Kitchen	
available	with	ADA	accessible	facilities	included	in	the	price.	They	have	(10)	six	foot	
rectangular	tables	&	100	chairs.		The	rental	process	requires	a	refundable	security	
deposit	of	$750.	

Barry	will	look	into	the	Hawaiian	Queen	Coffee	Gardens.	Alan	and	Nella	with	
another	Board	member	will	find	out	details	re	Kona	Palisades	Pavilion.		

CHABAD	

The	Chabad	is	moving	off	island.		Rabbi	Avremel’s	lease	ends	Nov.	15.		KBS	will	be	
only	official	Jewish	presence	on	Island.	Would	like	to	reach	out	to	those	Jews	who	
attended	services	at	their	Pottery	Terrace	location.	

BOARD	E-MAIL	

Una	had	some	suggestions	re	e-mail	protocol.			

	 Make	sure	you	have	an	up-to-date	list	of	current	Board	member	e-mail	
addresses.	

	 One	subject	per	e-mail.		Different	subject,	different	e-mail.	 	

The	next	Board	meeting	will	be	on	December	4,	2016,	at	10:00	a.m.	at	the	
Silverman’s.	



 

 

Meeting	was	adjourned	at	11:45	a.m.	

Respectfully	submitted,		

Nella	Silverman	

Secretary	


