
 

 

Minutes	

Kona	Beth	Shalom	

Board	of	Trustees	

December	4,	2016	

Silverman’s	home	

CALL	TO	ORDER	

Vivienne	convened	the	meeting	at	10:00	a.m.	

TRUSTEES	PRESENT	

Barry	Blum,	Alan	Silverman,	Vivienne	Aronowitz,	Mike	Bernstone,	Natalie	Guerin,	
Alice	Bratton,	and	by	phone	Louise	Feldman,	Marvin	Feldman	

TRUSTEES	ABSENT	

Shari	Berman,	Elaine	Dobinson,	Joel	Gimpel,	Trina	Yerlick,	Ruth	Ader,	Marcia	
Belmont,	Vic	Greenspan,	Una	Greenaway	

SECRETARY	

Nella	Silverman	

PRAYERS	

Prayers	were	said	for	our	country.	

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS	

Thanks	to	all	those	who	worked	to	get	us	settled	in	at	the	new	Mauna	Lani	site.		
Thanks	to	the	Silvermans	for	hosting	the	Board	meeting.		A	special	thanks	to	
Vivienne	and	Mike	for	working	with	Rabbi	Avremal	Chazanow	of	Chabad	concerning	
burial	expenses	of	an	indigent	Jewish	couple.	

MINUTES	

Upon	motion	made	and	seconded,	the	minutes	of	the	November	13,	2016,	meeting	
was	accepted.			

TREASURER’S	REPORT	

There	are	10	additional	family	membership	units	who	have	paid	dues	since	last	
month.	Follow	up	letter	to	those	previous	members	who	had	not	paid	their	dues	was	
helpful.	It	was	noted	that	Rabbi	Lev	was	paid	$5,000	for	High	Holy	Day	services.		The	
Rabbi	paid	for	his	transportation	(air	and	car	rental)	from	this	stipend.	Mike	is	still	



 

 

in	process	re	change	of	utility	charges	at	Mauna	Lani.		Upon	motion	made	and	
seconded,	the	Treasurer’s	report	was	accepted.	

COMMITTEE	REPORTS:	

CEMETERY	REPORT	

Joel	sent	an	e-mail		suggesting	that	a	motion	be	made	to	approve	retroactively	the	
negotiations	accomplished	regarding	the	burial	of	2	indigent	Jews	in	Hilo.		A	
discussion	ensued	regarding	KBS	and	Chabad	relationship	over	the	years	and	the	
recent	personal	visit	to	Chabad	in	Oahu	by	Vivienne.		A	motion	was	made	to	approve	
the	negotiated	adjustment	of	$1500	reduction	in	amount	owed	by	Rabbi	Avremal	
Chazanow	for	the	burials	of	Ronald	and	Louise	Jaffe	in	Beit	Hashamayim	in	August,	
2016.		The	motion	was	seconded	and	unanimously	approved.	

Discussion	of	a	what	to	do	for	burial	of	Jews	who	are	without	funds	was	tabled	for	a	
future	meeting.	

JEWISH	EDUCATION		

There	are	now	4	students.	The	children	continue	to	prepare	to	present	a	short	play	
for	the	Chanukah	Party	at	Hale	Halawai.	

The	book	club	changed	the	date	to	meet	in	Dec.	to	the	14th	as	there	was	a	conflict	
with	the	Hebrew	and	Jewish	Studies	class	time.	The	book	will	be	“Constantine’s	
Sword”	by	James	Carroll,	discussion	led	by	Barry	Blum.	“The	Slave”	by	I.	B.	Singer	
will	be	the	book	for	January.	

OLD	BUSINESS	

SHABBAT	VAYEISHEV	 December	24,	2016	 	 10:30	a.m.	

	 Location:	Mauna	Lani	

	 Leader/drash:		Shari	

	 Torah	readers:	late	notice:	Vic,	Aviva,	Shari	

	 Challah:	Ruth	Bernstone	

	 Oneg:		Alice	and	Shari		

CHANUKAH	 December	26,	2016	(3rd	night)	 4:00	–	7:30	p.m.	

	 Location:	Hale	Halawai	

	 Leader:	Barry	

Thank	you	to	Barry	and	Gloria	for	all	their	efforts	to	create	a	successful	Chanukah	
party.	



 

 

Outline	for	the	Chanukah	Party	was	distributed	by	Barry	to	the	Board.			

Barry	brought	posters	for	Board	members	to	publicize	the	event	and	asked	that	he	
be	informed	of	where	they	have	been	placed.		Barry	provided	photos	of	the	2002	
Chanukah	play	for	possible	inclusion	for	the	website.	

Shai	will	be	in	charge	of	the	dreydle	table.	

Marilyn	will	not	set	up	her	art	show.	

Alfredo	will	not	do	the	Sword	Dance.	

Mike	will	get	supplies,	e.g.	dreydles,	Chanukah	gelt.	

Barry	and	Alan	will	do	a	walk	through	Hale	Halewai	on	Dec.	22.	

A	timetable	has	been	set	up	for	the	different	events.			

Board	members	can	come	to	Hale	Halawai	as	early	as	2	to	help	set	up	and	decorate.	

Program	will	start	at	4.	

Dinner	will	be	served	at	5.	Daylight	Mind	will	provide	latkes.	Potluck.	5:15	
Chanukah	story	then	Hebrew	and	Jewish	Studies	students’	play.	Magic	will	be	
performed	by	Arneleo	HaGadol.	

Candle	lighting	at	6.	

All	Board	members	are	expected	to	come	up	for	the	sing	along.	

Band	plays	till	7:30.	

Free	admission	for	members	and	children;	$5	admission	for	others.	$5	food	tickets		

will	be	sold	to	pay	for	2	latkes	with	applesauce	a/o	sour	cream.		

Natalie	will	be	in	charge	of	the	Reception	table	to	include	a	poster	(that	she	will	
create),	membership,	selling	of	tickets.		Ruth	Ader	will	help	with	manning	the	table.	

Nella	will	be	in	charge	of	setting	out	of	the	food.		She	and	Ruth	Ader	will	buy	10	
Costco	chickens	that	will	be	cut	up	and	be	the	KBS	contribution	to	the	pot	luck	as	
well	as	supplying	the	sour	cream	and	applesauce	for	the	latkes.		Juice	will	also	be	
provided.	

Flyer	needed	at	Chanukah	party	to	announce	Rabbi	Lev	coming	in	January.		

KABBALAT	SHABBAT	 January	27	 	 	 6:00	p.m.	

	 Location:	 	 Mauna	Lani	

	 Leader/drosh:	 Rabbi	Daniel	Lev	 	



 

 

	 Challah:	 	 To	be	announced	

	 Pot	Luck:	 	 Congregation	

Late	notice:	Daniel	and	Margie	will	stay	at	the	Plauts.	

SHABBAT	VA’EIRA	 	 January	28	 	 10:30	a.m.	

	 Location:	 	 Possible	Hawaii	Queen	Coffee	Gardens?	(10am-1pm)	

	 	 	 	 West	Hawaii	Civic	Center?	

Hawaii	Queen	Coffee	Gardens	was	thought	to	be	preferable	since	Simchat	Torah	was	
held	there	and	want	to	provide	a	consistent	Kona	venue.		Nella	will	get	contact	info	
from	Barry	and	see	if	this	venue	is	available	for	this	date.	

	 Leader/Drosh:	 Rabbi	Daniel	Lev	

	 Torah	readers:	 To	be	announced	

	 Challah:	 	 To	be	announced	

	 Potluck	 	 Congregation	

NEW	BUSINESS	

PESACH	

	 Monday	April	10	(first	night)	

Barry	contacted	Jackie	Reys,	but	they	are	too	costly;	equal	to	what	resorts	would	
charge.		Strawberry	Patch	is	willing	to	cater	but	equal	or	a	little	less	than	hotel	
charges.		Kona	Outdoor	Circle	is	still	reserved.		Kona	Palisades	Pavilion	was	
considered	a	backup	venue	possibility.		There	needs	to	be	a	continuing	search	to	
gather	info	for	this	project.		Nella	will	ask	if	there	is	a	room	big	enough	for	75-80	
people	to	be	seated	at	Hawaii	Queen	Coffee	Gardens	and,	if	so,	would	it	be	available	
on	4/10.	

RABBI	DANIEL	VISITS	

Rabbi	Lev	preferred	to	come	the	first	weekend	in	June	for	Shavuos	(June	2-4).		
Shabbat	services	will	be	cancelled	on	Memorial	Weekend,	last	Saturday	in	May	(27).		

A	motion	to	offer	to	hire	Daniel	to	come	for	High	Holy	Days	for	2017	was	made,	
seconded	and	passed.	

WEBSITE	

“Eventful”	site	is	free	and	seems	to	be	benign	according	to	Alan.	A	way	of	getting	
KBS	event	info	onto	the	web.	



 

 

With	the	Board’s	approval,	Alan	will	establish	a	Mailchimp	account	with	Bernie	
Bernstone’s	help.		This	e-mail	platform	will	be	better	at	hiding	individual	Board	
members	e-mail	account	info	and	will	centralize	the	Board	e-mail	address	changes.	

Request	for	header	on	Home	page	to	say	we	have	shabbat	services	the	4th	Saturday,	
Torah	study	the	2nd	Saturday.	

MEMBERSHIP	

Please	e-mail	Mike	with	any	new	Jewish		contacts	that	are	made	so	that	we	can	
improve	communication	of	our	events	throughout	Kona	via	e-mail.	

Vivienne	would	like	to	have	her	book	of	KBS	members’	birthdays	and	anniversaries	
information	completed.		So	if	you	have	not	done	so,	please	fill	it	in	when	you	have	a	
chance.		

PUBLICITY	

Natalie	volunteered	to	write	up	a	story	for	West	Hawaii	Today	regarding	our	
Chanukah	Party	and	Rabbi	Lev’s	upcoming	visit	in	January.	

SUGGESTIONS:	

Possibility	of	gift	shop	in	one	of	the	back	offices	at	Mauna	Lani.	Start	out	small	with	
Chanukah	candles,	yahrzeit	candles,	Shabbat	candles	to	be	sold.	

The	next	Board	meeting	will	be	on	January	8,	2016,	at	10:30	a.m.	at	the	Mauna	Lani.	

Meeting	was	adjourned	at	11:50	a.m.	

Respectfully	submitted,		

Nella	Silverman	

Secretary	


