
 

 

Minutes	

Kona	Beth	Shalom	

Board	of	Trustees	

February	12,	2017	

Ruth	Ader’s	home	

CALL	TO	ORDER	

Vivienne	convened	the	meeting	at	10:08	a.m.	

TRUSTEES	PRESENT	

Barry	Blum,	Alan	Silverman,	Vivienne	Aronowitz,	Mike	Bernstone,	Alice	Bratton,	Joel	
Gimpel,	Trina	Yerlick,	Ruth	Ader,	Una	Greenaway,	Marvin	Feldman,	Elaine	Dobinson,	
Natalie	Guerin	and	Louise	Feldman.	

TRUSTEES	ABSENT	

Shari	Berman,	Marcia	Belmont,	Vic	Greenspan	

SECRETARY	

Nella	Silverman	

MI	SHEBERACH	

Prayer	of	healing	said	for	Board	friends	and	relatives	who	are	ill.	

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS	

Thank	you	to	Ruth	for	hosting	the	Board	meeting.		Thank	you	to	all	who	helped	with	
last	Shabbat	and	taking	care	of	transporting	and	hosting	Rabbi	Lev.	

MINUTES	

Upon	motion	made	and	seconded,	the	minutes	of	the	January	8,	2017	meeting	were	
accepted.			

TREASURER’S	REPORT	

Our	membership	units	are	now	up	to	51.		A	list	of	all	members	along	with	addresses	
and	phone	numbers	will	be	posted	on	the	website	for	board	access	only.		Another	
list	of	members	who	have	agreed	to	have	their	information	distributed	will	be	e-
mailed	to	the	general	membership.			

It	was	agreed	to	cease	electrical	payments	to	the	Mauna	Lani	until	Mike	can	
negotiate	an	adjustment	to	our	bill	since	moving	to	smaller	suite.			



 

 

Upon	motion	made	and	seconded,	the	Treasurer’s	report	was	accepted.	

COMMITTEE	REPORTS:	

CEMETERY	REPORT	

Another	payment	has	been	received	from	Rabbi	Chazanow	for	last	year’s	indigent	
burials.			

Marcia	Belmont	created	an	e-mail	list	of	questions	to	assist	Board	members	in	
developing	a	policy	to	guide	our	response	regarding	indigent	Jewish	deaths	on	the	
Island.	The	first	question:	How	many	plots	does	KBS	currently	own/control?	KBS	
owns	8	plots	in	Hilo,	5	are	still	available.		We	have	options	to	buy	8	more.		These	are	
all	within	the	current	mechitza.		There	are	other	plots	available	in	the	Hilo	cemetery	
but	a	different	mechitza	would	have	to	be	erected.			

The	second	question:	How	many	burials	have	occurred	historically	(by	year);	what	
is	the	projected	need	going	forward?	The	first	burial	happened	in	2005	when	a	
couple	who	were	founding	members	of	KBS	died	in	a	car	accident.		There	have	been	
no	projections	of	future	need.	

The	third	question	regarding	forecasting	of	need:	None	have	been	done.	

The	fourth	question	regarding	plots	owned:	See	Question	1.	

The	fifth	question	regarding	KBS	responsibility	re	indigents	is	ongoing.	

The	sixth	question	regarding	contacting	other	small	Jewish	congregations	for	
guidelines	and	how	to	fund	these	deaths:	Vivienne	contacted	Jewish	Services	in	
Honolulu	who	could	potentially	be	a	source	of	funds	for	indigent	death.	Alice	
contacted	State	of	Hawaii	and	for	a	decedent	was	on	Medquest	(Medicaid	of	Hawaii)	
the	State	provides	$400	for	the	mortuary	and	$400	for	cemetery	expenses.	Barry	
noted	there	is	a	KBS	booklet	which	explains	our	policies	for	our	cemetery,	including	
what	makes	a	Jewish	cemetery	Jewish,	who	may	be	buried,	who	may	perform	
graveside	services,	what	kind	of	grave	markers	are	used,	how	to	purchase	burial	
rights,	and	more.	

The	seventh	question	about	providing	of	burial	plots	at	no	charge	or	a	significant	
discount	and	suggestions	of	how	to	fund	this	project	is	ongoing.	

The	eighth	question	regarding	asking	for	financial	assistance	in	burial	is	an	ongoing	
question.	

The	ninth	question	is	actually	a	statement	regarding	3rd	parties	paying	for	burial.		A	
written	policy	in	this	regard	is	still	ongoing.	

A	discussion	about	minimum	expense	for	a	current	burial	in	the	Hilo	cemetery	
would	include	approximately	$800/casket,	$2500/plot,	open/close	grave	$1000,	
plus	hearse	and	other	miscellaneous	expenses	totalling	approximately	$5000-



 

 

$6000.		Would	KBS	want	all	or	some	of	the	responsibility?		Consensus	was	that	a	
membership	indigent	fund	could	be	started	but	there	should	be	a	cap	on	funds	
provided	per	event.		Barry	was	willing	to	come	up	with	another	list	of	questions	that	
he	will	send	to	the	Board.		He	asked	that	the	Board	respond	and	add	any	questions	
they	may	have.		These	questions	will	be	discussed	at	the	next	Board	meeting.	

Barry	encouraged	all	to	make	their	own	plans.	

JEWISH	EDUCATION		

Louise	asked	the	Board	for	a	guideline	to	handle	non-payment	of	tuition	by	a	non-
member	of	the	congregation	already	halfway	through	the	school	term.		There	is	an	
enrollment	agreement	signed	which	outlines	tuition	costs	and	responsibility.		It	was	
agreed	that	if	the	tuition	is	not	paid	by	the	end	of	the	quarter,	the	student(s)	could	
no	longer	attend	classes.	

Next	year	the	Hebrew	and	Jewish	classes	will	be	on	Thursday	afternoons.	

The	school	parents	are	interested	in	their	children	participating	in	the	Purim	party	
on	March	12,	including	dressing	in	costume.	

Louise	proposed	conducting	a	children’s	seder	on	the	3rd	night	of	Pesach,	which	
could	include	children	of	the	community	not	enrolled	in	the	KBS	classes.		Since	it	is	a	
school	night,	it	would	be	short	and	include	a	small	potluck.		The	Board	was	
enthusiastic	about	the	project.	

Louise	is	taking	over	the	coordination	of	the	book	club	as	Natalie	is	making	Aliyah.		
The	next	Book	Club	will	meet	on	February	15.		Louise	will	bring	up	consideration	of	
a	change	of	day	for	the	book	club	meetings.	

WEBSITE	

Alan	asked	that	postings	for	the	website	be	sent	to	both	him	and	Elaine.		Also	for	
recurring	events,	the	sooner	information	gets	on	the	website	the	better	for	
generating	interest.		Two	weeks	notice	for	the	Second	Saturday	Torah	Study	site	and	
parsha	and	at	least	a	month’s	notice	for	the	title	of	the	new	book	to	be	discussed	for	
Book	Club	was	suggested.	

Content	for	Jewish	products	on	the	website	assignments:	Trina	will	check	with	
Safeway.	Viv	will	check	with	Foodland.	

SHABBAT	MISHPATIM	 February	25,	2017	 	 10:30	a.m.	

	 Location:	Mauna	Lani	

	 Leader:		Vivienne	

	 Torah	readers:	Aviva,	Vic	

	 Drash:	Natalie	



 

 

	 Challah:	Ruth	Bernstone	

PURIM	PARTY	 Sunday,	March	12,	2017	 2	–	5	p.m.	

	 Location:	 Since	the	Board	meeting,	Hawaiian	Queen	Coffee	Garden	

	 See	discussion	below.	

SHABBAT	VAYAK’HEI-PEKUDEI	 March	25,	2017	 10:30	a.m.	

	 Location:	Mauna	Lani	

	 Leader/drash:	Shari	Berman	

	 Torah	readers:	Aviva/Vic	

	 Challah:	Alice	

HOLIDAYS	

PURIM		 Sunday,	March	12,	2017	 	 2:00-5:00	p.m.	

Marvin	distributed	a	printed	agenda	for	the	Purim	celebration.	

Venue:		

• Kona	Palisades	Pavilion	booked	but	may	not	be	appropriate	due	to	sound	
restrictions.	Since	the	Board	meeting,	Palisades	has	been	cancelled.	

• Alice	has	been	asked	to	see	if	West	Hawaii	Civic	Center	Gazebo	is	available.	
Since	the	Board	meeting,	Civic	Center	does	not	allow	religious	events	to	be	
held	there.	

• Hawaii	Queen	Coffee	Gardens	is	available	and	Alan	has	reserved	the	site.	

2:00-2:30	

• Enlisting	few	musicians.	Marvin	to	provide	song	sheets.		Vivienne	and	Trina	
to	lead	dancing.	

• Barry	to	read	the	short	version	of	the	Magillah.		Anyone	have	a	humorous	
shpiel?	More	egalitarian	blessings	needed.	

3:00-3:30	

• Louise	will	lead	children	and	adults	in	an	informal	play.	Kids	will	not	have	a	
speaking	part.	

3:30-4:30	

• Hamantaschen,	coffee,	wine	grape	juice,	socialize	



 

 

• Ask	for	fruit	donation	from	kids	and	their	parents	in	the	community	who	
want	to	attend.		

• Since	the	Board	meeting,	it	was	decided	to	charge	$10	for	non-member	
adults,	children	free.	

• Since	the	Board	meeting,	publicity	will	encourage	families	to	bring	food	for	
the	Food	Basket.	

4:30-5:00	 	

• Clean-up	

Tasks:	

1. “Welcome	Table”	hosts	needed.	Get	names	and	e-mails	of	attendees.		
“Donations	welcome”	pushka	to	be	set	out.		

2. Marvin	will	order	30	groggers.	

3. Paula	(Trina’s	friend),	Ruth	Bernstone,	Nella	and	possibly	Aviva	each	to	bake	
2	dozen	small	hamantaschen.	

4. Publicize	event.	Viv	will	send	out	outreach	e-mail.	KBS	website.	Marvin	will	
send	notification	to	newspaper,	Hawaii	Public	Radio	events	page.	

5. Alan	to	bring	sound	system	and	set	up	3	mics.	

6. Alan	to	get	banner	with	our	logo	to	decorate	the	space.	

7. Beverages:	Marvin	will	bring	lemonade.	Nella/Alan	will	bring	coffee	
(Starbucks).	

8. Congregation	to	supply	juice	cups,	coffee	cups,	dessert	plates,	spoons,	
tablecloths,	sugar/sweetener,	coffee	creamer,	grape	juice.	

PESACH	 Monday	April	10	(first	night)	 4:00-9:00	p.m.	

	 Location:	Kona	Outdoor	Circle		

	 Maximum	occupancy:	75	

	 Caterer:	 Amelia	of	Strawberry	Patch		

• Cost:	$35/plate	includes:	hard	boiled	eggs,	salt	water,	chicken	or	veggie	
patty,	green	salad,	gefilte	fish,	matza	ball	soup,	potatoes,	roasted	vegetables,	
dessert	fresh	fruit.	

• $200	service	charge	for	Chef	Amelia	and	an	assistant.	

• Notify	week	in	advance	of	number	of	attendees.	



 

 

	 Congregation	needs	to	bring:	

• seder	plates	(parsley?,	horseradish	root?,	shank	bone?)	

• charoseth	–	volunteers	Louise,	Viv,	Nella	

• chrain	

• matza	

• kosher	wine	–	Mike	

• dessert		-	Ruth	Bernstone	-	macaroons	

• dishes	–	Alan	along	with	Mike	looking	into	buying	high	quality	plasticware,	
plastic	wine	glasses,	hot	and	cold	cups	and	silverware	that	we	can	keep	and	
use	for	other	events.		No	place	to	rent	dishes.	

• Tablecloths	–	Louise	

• Napkins	–		Alan/Mike	–	also	cloth	napkins/afikomen	holder	

• Centerpieces	–	Nella		

• Microphone	–	one	–	Alan	

• Haggadahs	–	Barry	and	Viv	

Tentative	ticket	costs	will	be	$55/members,	$65	non-members.	Half-price	for	kids	5	
to	13.	Free	for	kids	4	and	under.	

SHAVUOT	 First	Weekend	in	June.		No	shabbat	services	on	May	27.	

	 Friday,	June	2		 Mauna	Lani	

	 Saturday,	June	3	 *Hawaiian	Queen	Coffee	Gardens	 10	a.m.	–	3	p.m.	

*since	Board	meeting,	Alan	confirmed	HQCG	available	and	will	reserve	site	

	 Sunday,	June	4	 Shavuot	services,	possibly	at	Plauts	

HIGH	HOLIDAYS	

	 ROSH	HASHONAH	 September	20-21,	2017	

	 YOM	KIPPUR	 	 September	29-30,	2017	

Outdoor	Circle	has	been	reserved	for	a	$750	refundable	fee.			

Hawaiian	Queen	Gardens	available	but	not	reserved.	

Decision	on	which	venue	to	use	to	be	postponed	until	next	Board	meeting.	



 

 

OTHER	

Vivienne	receives	e-mails	that	are	not	KBS-related	but	are	Jewish-related.		It	was	
decided	that	she	should	pass	these	on	to	the	congregation,	as	appropriate,	via	e-mail	
and	not	include	them	on	the	website.	

We	now	have	a	“Kona	Beth	Shalom	Library”	stamp	for	our	books.	

The	next	Board	meeting	will	be	on	March	5,	2017,	at	10:30	a.m.	at	Mauna	Lani.	

Meeting	was	adjourned	at	12:05	p.m.	

Respectfully	submitted,		

Nella	Silverman	

Secretary	


