
 

 

Minutes	

Kona	Beth	Shalom	

Board	of	Trustees	

January	8,	2017	

Mauna	Lani	

CALL	TO	ORDER	

Vivienne	convened	the	meeting	at	10:35	a.m.	

TRUSTEES	PRESENT	

Barry	Blum,	Alan	Silverman,	Vivienne	Aronowitz,	Mike	Bernstone,	Alice	Bratton,		
Joel	Gimpel,	Trina	Yerlick,	Ruth	Ader,	Marcia	Belmont,	Vic	Greenspan,	Una	
Greenaway	and	by	phone	Marvin	Feldman	

TRUSTEES	ABSENT	

Shari	Berman,	Elaine	Dobinson,	Natalie	Guerin,	Louise	Feldman	

SECRETARY	

Nella	Silverman	

PRAYERS	

Prayers	were	said	for	our	country.	

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS	

Thanks	to	all	those	who	worked	so	hard	making	the	Chanukah	party	a	success.	

MINUTES	

Upon	motion	made	and	seconded,	the	minutes	of	the	December	4,	2016,	meeting	
were	accepted.			

TREASURER’S	REPORT	

Chanukah	party	income	$1165,	expenses	between	$1500-1600	with	an	overall	cost	
just	under	$500.		The	electricity	bill	for	our	space	at	the	Mauna	Lani	is	still	awaiting	
their	having	enough	data	to	adjust	our	bill.		Upon	motion	made	and	seconded,	the	
Treasurer’s	report	was	accepted.	

COMMITTEE	REPORTS:	

CEMETERY	REPORT	



 

 

Vivienne	has	been	in	contact	with	Rabbi	Avremel	of	Chabad	in	Oahu	regarding	the	
outstanding	balance	owed	to	KBS.		Up	to	$1000	has	been	paid	and	we	are	expecting	
another	$500	soon.	

What	to	do	for	burial	of	Jews	who	are	without	funds	was	discussed.		According	to	
the	by-laws	the	decision	of	burial	and	interment	is	under	the	Board’s	jurisdiction.		
Questions:	1)	What	are	the	minimal	costs	to	bury	a	person	in	Hawaii?		Dodo	charges	
$5000	for	pick	up	of	body,	transport	to	cemetery	and	burial.		Alice	Bratton	will	find	
out	what	the	county	pays	for	pauper	burials.	2)	What	as	a	community	will	we	do	
about	Jewish	traditions	regarding	burial,	e.g.	chevra	kadisha,	cremation	(will	ashes	
be	buried	in	our	cemetery?),	honoring	last	wishes?	Chabad	rules	regarding	burial	
and	interment	not	necessarily	ours.		Marcia	Belmont	will	do	some	research	into	how	
other	progressive	Jewish	communities	handle	burial	and	interment.		Cindy	Levy,	a	
part	time	resident	of	BI,	who	used	to	work	for	Sinai	Memorial	chapel	in	SF,	is	a	
possible	resource.	Barry	was	aware	that	the	plastic	box	(not	kosher)	that	the	
Veteran’s	Administration	cemetery	uses	around	the	coffin	is	not	required,	but	is	
unsure	what	the	State	requirements	are	in	this	regard.	3)	What	do	we	feel	are	our	
responsibilities	regarding	indigent	Jews	in	or	out	of	our	membership?	After	any	
decisions	are	made	in	these	matters,	they	will	be		communicated	in	writing	to	the	
general	membership.	

Annual	meeting	of	Chevra	Kadesha	will	be	held	in	the	Spring,	2017,	in	San	Rafael,	
CA,	if	anyone	is	interested	in	attending.			

JEWISH	EDUCATION		

Trina	reported	that	the	parents	of	the	students	were	enthusiastic	about	the	school	
and	made	costumes	for	the	Chanukah	play.		There’s	a	possible	5th	student	going	to	
start.		The	date	for	the	school	has	changed	to	Thursday	afternoons	starting	Jan.	12	
from	3:30-5	pm.	Tuition	letters	have	just	been	e-mailed.		After	Board	meeting	
update:	School	will	continue	to	be	held	on	Wednesdays	as	usual.	

The	book	club	will	meet	Jan.	18th.	The	book	will	be	“The	Slave”	I.	B.	Singer.	

WEBSITE	

Changes	have	occurred:	First	there	is	a	banner	with	current	events.	It	will	be	limited	
to	2	items	and	is	clickable.		Another	addition	being	considered	is	a	catalog	of	places	
where	Jewish	products	and	services	can	be	found	locally.		Jewish	Products	Big	Island	
was	suggested	as	a	name	for	this	part	of	our	website.	Another	idea	is	a	pathway	to	
be	able	to	fill	out	a	form	for	birthdays	(not	to	include	birth	year),	anniversary	dates	
and	yahrzeits.		It	was	suggested	to	make	the	archival	material	less	prominent.	It	was	
also	suggested	that	the	Shabbat	services	be	in	big	print	to	be	more	prominent.	

Joel	made	a	motion,	which	was	seconded	and	passed,	to	approve	all	the	Committee	
reports.	

OLD	BUSINESS	



 

 

CHANUKAH	REVIEW	

Suggestions	for	improvement:	

Collecting	the	names	of	people,	especially	children,	who	attend,	is	very	important.		
When	buying	tickets,	it	was	suggested	to	get	their	email	or	fill	out	an	application	
form	so	a	follow-up	letter	can	be	sent.		Will	need	at	least	3	people	at	ticket	desk	to	
accomplish	this.	

Band	concert	at	end	of	event	should	be	shorter.	

More	extension	cords	needed.		

Acoustics	were	challenging,	perhaps	a	bigger	speaker	is	needed.	

Don’t	rely	on	Google	for	correct	address	of	sites.	

Charge	more	so	that	we	can	meet	our	expenses,	perhaps	by	using	sponsors.	

Possible	use	of	food	trucks	for	latkes.	

Things	that	went	well:	

Timing	of	dinner.		Entertainment	was	excellent.		Location	was	good.			

Chanukah	2017	will	be	a	week	before	Christmas.		Hale	Halewai	has	been	reserved	
for	the	Chanukah	Party	Dec.	17,	which	is	the	Sunday	preceding	Christmas.	

KABBALAT	SHABBAT	 January	27,	2017	 6:00	p.m.	

	 Location:	 Mauna	Lani	

	 Leader:	 Rabbi	Daniel	Lev	

	 Challah:	 Vivienne	

	 Potluck:	 Congregation	

Ruth	will	pick	up	Rabbi	Lev	from	airport.		Rabbi	will	stay	with	Plauts	overnight.	

SHABBAT	VA’EIRA	 January	28,	2017	 	 10:30	a.m.	

	 Location:	Kona	Outdoor	Circle	

	 Leader/drash:		Rabbi	Lev	

	 Torah	readers:	Aviva,	Vic	

	 Challah:	Aviva	or	Vivienne	

	 Oneg:		Congregation	Potluck	

Need	Board	members	and	any	other	volunteers	to	help	set	up	at	10	a.m.	



 

 

Cost	of	Outdoor	Circle	is	$83/hr.		We	have	booked	it	from	10-1:30	for	a	total	cost	of	
$291.66.	

Outdoor	Circle	requests	that	we	don’t	park	by	the	thrift	store.	There	is	parking	lot	
and	street	parking.	

Ruth	will	take	Rabbi	Lev	to	the	airport	after	services.	

PESACH	

	 Monday	April	10	(first	night)	

Kona	Outdoor	Circle	has	been	reserved	from	5:00-9:30	with	a	6:00	p.m.	start	of	
Seder	and	services	ending	at	9:00.		It	was	suggested	that	we	need	at	least	2	hours	for	
set	up	instead	of	one	hour.		Total	cost	for	4	½	hours	would	be	$374.99.		Hawaiian	
Queen	Coffee	Gardens	rental	would	be	approximately	the	same	cost.	Late	update:	
Gardens	cost	is	$70/hr.		Barry	will	check	with	Outdoor	Circle	to	see	if	we	can	get	in	
by	4	or	4:30.	

Discussion	of	advantages	and	disadvantages	of	both	sites:	1)	both	are	lovely	venues,	
2)	parking	is	easier	at	Outdoor	Circle,	3)	Gardens	front	room	is	hotter	but	there	
might	be	an	alternate	room	,	4)	kitchen	is	better	at	the	Gardens.		Alan	will	contact	
Gardens	to	check	on	date	and	available	rooms	for	an	estimated	70	people	who	might	
attend.	(late	update:this	venue	is	available)	

Barry	has	contacted	Amelia	of	Strawberry	Patch	who		would	cater	the	event	for	
$35/plate.		Amelia’s	catering	personnel	(at	least	2-3)	would	receive	$25/hour.	The	
other	thought	would	be	for	congregants	to	make	food.		There	will	be	many	Pesach	
foods	that	will	need	to	be	made	to	supplement	the	catered	food	such	as	kosher	wine,	
matzos,	charoseth,	etc.		It	was	decided	that	we	will	go	with	Amelia.		A	committee	of	
Viv,	Marcia,	and	Nella	will	meet	with	Amelia	to	finalize	the	menu	and	decide	what	
foods	will	need	to	be	supplemented.	(late	update:a	committee	will	explore	whether	
self-catering	is	an	option	so	as	to	bring	down	the	price)	

Tentative	ticket	costs	will	be	$55/members,	$65-70	non-members.	

Marvin	Feldman	asked	if	we	might	consider	2nd	night	for	the	community	seder	
instead	of	1st	night.		A	vote	for	having	the	Kona	Beth	Shalom	community	seder	on	
first	night	passed.	

NEW	BUSINESS	

PURIM		 	 Sunday,	March	12,	2017	 	 2-5	p.m.	

Locations	that	might	be	appropriate:	Palisades	Pavilion	is	free.	Imin	Center	in	
Holualoa.	Airport	Pavilion.		Ruth	Ader	was	asked	to	reserve	the	Palisades	Pavilion	
for	the	event.	



 

 

Marvin	and	Louise	Feldman,	Natalie	and	Trina	and	the	Hebrew	and	Jewish	School	
parents	would	produce	the	event.		Barry	has	an	abbreviated	magillah	and	other	
materials.		Costumes	could	be	worn	by	the	school	students	and	other	children	who	
attend.	

HIGH	HOLIDAYS	

	 ROSH	HASHONAH	 September	20-21,	2017	

	 YOM	KIPPUR	 	 September	29-30,	2017	

Outdoor	Circle	has	been	reserved	for	a	$750	refundable	fee.		

Alan	will	check	on	availability	of	Hawaiian	Queen	Gardens.	

After	Board	meeting	update	from	Barry:	

“As	requested	at	the	last	Board	meeting,	I	contacted	KOC	to	make	the	following	
changes:	

• SAT,	Jan	28,	Sabbath	service,	10	am	-	2	pm	[4	hrs]	(was	previously	10	am	-	
1:30	pm).	Weightwatchers	will	be	in	there	until	10	am.		Rental	fee:	$333.32	

• MON,	Apr	10,	Passover	Seder,		4	pm	-	9:00	pm	[5	hrs]		(was	previously	5	pm	-	
9:30	pm).		Rental	fee:	$416.65	

Rental	fee	for	entire	High	Holidays	is	$1666.60.	The	additional	$750	security	deposit	
is	refundable.	

These	are	the	details:	

1 WED,	Sep	20,	Erev	Rosh	HaShana,	6:30	pm	-	8:30	pm	(2	hrs).		Rental	fee	for	
entire	High	Holidays:	$1666.60	

2 THU,	Sep	21,	Rosh	HaShana,	9:30	am	-	2	pm	(4.5	hrs).	

3 FRI,	Sep	29,	Kol	Nidre,	5	pm	-	8:30	pm	(3.5	hrs).	

4 SAT,	Sep	30,	Yom	Kippur,	10	am	-	8	pm	(10	hrs).		

The	$750	Security	Deposit	will	cover	us	for	all	three	holidays.	That	deposit	is	
refundable	after	our	final	event.”	

After	Board	meeing	update	from	Alan:	

“Farley	Jones	confirmed	that	the	Hawaiian	Queen	Coffee	Garden	facility	is	available	
to	us	on	all	the	dates	I	requested:	April	10	(seder),	Sept	20	&	21	(Rosh	Hashanah)	
and	Sept	29	&	30	(Yom	Kippur).	

The	cost	is	$70/hour	with	a	50%	deposit	requested	for	a	formal	reservation.	Using	
my	estimates,	Pesach	would	be	5	hours	for	$350,	Rosh	Hashanah	7	hours	for	$490,	



 

 

Yom	Kippur	12	hours	for	$840.	As	Barry	suggested,	I	asked	him	if	there	is	a	full	day	
rate	that	might	reduce	our	cost	on	Yom	Kippur;	he	said	they	don’t	have	a	day	rate,	
but	he	is	open	to	an	offer	if	we	want	to	propose	one.		

Parking:	there	are	two	paved	lots	that	have	approximately	30	spaces	total	(one	is	
the	lot	directly	across	from	the	entrance,	the	other	is	around	the	building	behind	the	
ohana).	We	can	put	overflow	parking	on	the	grass	alongside	the	driveway	if	
necessary.		They	can	provide	a	parking	attendant	to	direct	traffic	to	the	available	
spaces	(for	a	fee);	or	we	can	have	volunteers	do	that	job	with	guidance	from	Farley.		
As	several	have	pointed	out,	there	is	a	second	room	at	the	facility	and	I	have	a	
tentative	date	to	take	a	look	at	it	with	him.”	

Information	regarding	decisions	to	be	made	on	various	holiday	events	will	be	
passed	on	to	the	entire	Board.	

BOARD	E-MAILS	

Una	noted	that	the	e-mails	the	President	of	the	Board	sends	out	are	legal	documents	
and	discussions	should	include	all	Board	members	and	only	Board	members.		All	
Board	members	should	make	sure	they	have	correct	e-mail	addresses	before	
sending.	

Una	also	asked	that	Board	members	be	sensitive	in	writing	their	e-mails.		No	one	
wants	to	be	attacked.		Please	think	before	you	send	an	e-mail	.	

Alan	will	insert	a	KBS	logo	under	the	signature	line	on	the	website	email.	

OTHER	

The	sign	for	services	will	now	be	on	a	tent-shaped	poster	stand.	

After	the	meeting	Board	members	were	asked	to	volunteer	to	move	bookcases	away	
from	counter	where	we	queue	for	potlucks.	 	 	

The	next	Board	meeting	will	be	on	February	12,	2017,	at	10:30	a.m.	at	Ruth	Ader’s	
home.	

Meeting	was	adjourned	at	12:13	p.m.	

Respectfully	submitted,		

Nella	Silverman	

Secretary	


