
 

 

Minutes	

Kona	Beth	Shalom	

Board	of	Trustees	

March	5,	2017	

Mauna	Lani	

CALL	TO	ORDER	

Vivienne	convened	the	meeting	at	10:30	a.m.	

TRUSTEES	PRESENT	

Barry	Blum,	Alan	Silverman,	Vivienne	Aronowitz,	Mike	Bernstone,	Alice	Bratton,	
Marcia	Belmont,	Vic	Greenspan,	Ruth	Ader,	Marvin	Feldman,	Elaine	Dobinson,	
Natalie	Guerin	and	Louise	Feldman.	

TRUSTEES	ABSENT	

Shari	Berman,	Joel	Gimpel,	Trina	Yerlick,	Una	Greenaway,	

SECRETARY	

Nella	Silverman	

MI	SHEBERACH	

Prayer	of	healing	said	for	Board	friends	and	relatives	who	are	ill.	

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS	

Thank	you	to	Ruth	for	hosting	visitor	Judith	Keinstein	this	past	Shabbat.	

MINUTES	

Upon	motion	made	and	seconded,	the	minutes	of	the	February	12,	2017	meeting	
were	accepted.			

TREASURER’S	REPORT	

Our	membership	units	are	now	up	to	52.		Vivienne	asked	for	volunteers	from	the	
Board	to	contact	non-participating	members	to	encourage	their	presence	at	our	
Shabbat	and	holiday	events.	

It	was	agreed	to	continue	to	cease	electrical	payments	to	the	Mauna	Lani	based	on	
information	gathered	by	Mike	until	a	negotiated	amount	is	settled.			

Upon	motion	made	and	seconded,	the	Treasurer’s	report	was	accepted.	



 

 

COMMITTEE	REPORTS:	

CEMETERY	REPORT	

Marcia	contacted	Dodo	Funeral	Home	and	was	told	minimum	expense	for	a	current	
burial	in	the	Homelani	cemetery	would	be	$1220,	which	includes	transport	of	body	
to	Dodo,	minimal	prep	of	body,	transport	of	body	to	the	cemetery	and	service	at	
gravesite.		The	casket	could	cost	anywhere	between	$800-$25,000.		The	plot	would	
cost	$1600.	A	total	for	an	indigent	burial	would	be	approximately	$3,000.		
Cremations	cost	$975	but	include	no	service.		Questions:	Do	we	want	to	have	a	
supply	of	wooden	box	caskets?	Vic	volunteered	to	build	some.		Do	we	want	to	
provide	shrouds?		Do	we	want	to	set	up	a	fund	for	these	burials	or	cremations?	
Further	discussion	will	occur	in	future	Board	meetings	

JEWISH	EDUCATION		

Louise	and	Marvin	are	taking	on	the	Purim	carnival	including	the	students	
performance	in		a	play.		More	information	is	available	in	the	Purim	section	of	the	
minutes.	

The	next	Book	Club	will	meet	on	March	15	and	the	book	to	be	discussed	is	“My	
Promised	Land:	The	Triumph	and	Tragedy	of	Israel”	written	by	Ari	Shavit.		Next	
month’s	book	is	“Constantine’s	Sword”	by	James	Carroll.	

WEBSITE	

Events	are	current	through	Pesach.			

SHABBAT	VAYAK’HEI-PEKUDEI	 March	25,	2017	 10:30	a.m.	

	 Location:	Mauna	Lani	

	 Leader/drash:	Shari	Berman	

	 Torah	readers:	Aviva/Vic	

	 Challah:	Alice	

HOLIDAYS	

PURIM		 Sunday,	March	12,	2017	 	 2:00-5:00	p.m.	

	 Location:	Hawaii	Queen	Coffee	Gardens	

	 	 2:00-2:30	Setup		

	 	 2:30-3:00	Music,	dancing	

	 	 3:00-3:30	Megillah	reading	

	 	 3:30-4:00	Purim	play	



 

 

	 	 4:00-4:30	Socialize	

	 	 4:30-5:00	Clean	up	

	 	 Booths	for	kids	open	except	during	play	and	megillah	reading	(Trina	
in	charge)	

	 Tasks:	

1. “Welcome	Table”	hosts:	Ruth	Ader,	Elaine	Dobinson.		Kids	and	members	free.	
Suggested	donation	$10	for	non-member	adults.	

2. Alan	to	get	2	big	Costco	fruit	platters,	small	paper	plates,	ice.	

3. Alice,	Nella	and	Aviva	each	to	bake	2	dozen	small	hamantaschen.	

4. Publicize	event.	Mike	to	advertise	in	Sat.	paper.	Alan	to	send	article	to	paper.	

5. Alan	to	bring	sound	system	and	set	up	3	mics.	

6. Play	parts	still	needing	to	be	assigned:	Mordechai	(Michael	Aronowitz),	
Ahasueros	(Yehuda)	

7. Play	prop	needed:	shawl	

8. Beverages:	Marvin	will	bring	lemonade.	Nella/Alan	will	bring	coffee	(donated	
by	Starbucks)	

PESACH	 Monday	April	10	(first	night)	 4:00-9:00	p.m.	

	 Location:	Kona	Outdoor	Circle	(KOC)	

	 Maximum	occupancy:	75	(sits	50	comfortably),	15	six	foot	tables	available	

	 Caterer:	 Amelia	of	Strawberry	Patch		

	 Leaders:	Barry	and	Vivienne	

	 3/13	Ruth	Bernstone	and	Louise	will	meet	with	caterer	to	finalize		menu.	

	 Mike	Bernstone	will	purchase	dinnerware	and	silverware.	

	 Louise	will	purchase	tablecloths	

	 April	1	deadline	for	reservations	

	 Barry	will	get	key	to	open	door	KOC	

	 Vivienne	will	set	up	date	for	Pesach	committee	meeting.		Committee	
members	include	Louise,	Ruth,	Nella,	Barry,	Viv,	Marcia.	

SHAVUOT	 First	Weekend	in	June.		No	shabbat	services	on	May	27.	



 

 

	 Friday,	June	2		 Mauna	Lani	

	 Saturday,	June	3	 Hawaiian	Queen	Coffee	Gardens	 10	a.m.	–	3	p.m.	

	 Sunday,	June	4	 Shavuot	services,	possibly	at	Plauts	

	 Daniel	will	stay	either	at	Feldman’s	or	the	Plaut’s.	

	 After	discussion,	consensus	was	to	use	Daniel’s	prayer	book	on	Saturday.	

	 Torah	study	time	available	on	Saturday	after	services,	then	clean	up.	

	 Board	meeting	after	clean	up.	

	 Sunday	program	of	2	classes	:		Louise	will	send	e-mail	to	Board	about	what	
topics	we	are	interested	in	discussing	on	Sunday	(e.g.	read	the	book	of	Ruth)	for	
feedback	to	Daniel.	

NEW	BUSINESS	

NEW	SPACE	FOR	SERVICES	

	 A	motion	was	made	to	establish	a	committee	within	the	Board	to	come	up	
with	questions	to	send	to	the	membership	in	regards	to	a	new	facility.		The	motion	
was	seconded	and	passed.	Barry,	Marvin,	Mike	and	Vic	volunteered	to	be	on	this	
committee.		Previous	parameters	for	location	have	been	established	that	Waikoloa	
is	too	far	north	and	Kealakekua	is	too	far	south.	

SECURITY	

	 Vivienne	sent	a	letter	of	support	to	Temple	Emanuel	in	Honolulu	which	had	
been	threatened	by	phone.		Threats	and	acts	of	violence	have	been	occurring	on	the	
mainland	as	well	to	Jewish	facilities.		In	this	regard	Vivienne	brought	the	subject	of	
security	at	our	events.		Alan	volunteered	to	contact	our	neighbor,	the	recently	
retired	Police	Chief	of	Kona	district,	to	ask	his	guidance	in	this	regard.			

KONA	UNITED	METHODIST	CHURCH	

	 Vivienne	will	respond	to	request	from	their	pastor	re	Maundy	Thursday	
seder	to	find	out	what	they	are	interested	in:	e.g.	just	information,	missionary	
outreach,	etc.	

Natalie	Guerin	resigned	her	Board	position	as	she	is	moving	to	Israel.		

DVD	“Shanghai	Ghetto”	was	donated	by	Mike	Bernstone	to	the	congregation	for	
possible	use	in	a	future	movie	night.	 	

The	next	Board	meeting	will	be	on	April	2,	2017,	at	10:00	a.m.	at	the	home	of	either	
the	Silvermans	or	Aders,	if	the	Silvermans	are	off	island.	

Meeting	was	adjourned	at	12:20	p.m.	



 

 

Respectfully	submitted,		

Nella	Silverman	

Secretary	


