Minutes
Kona Beth Shalom
Board of Trustees
April 2,2017
Alan and Nella Silverman’s house

CALL TO ORDER
Vivienne convened the meeting at 10:10 a.m.
TRUSTEES PRESENT

Barry Blum, Alan Silverman, Vivienne Aronowitz, Mike Bernstone, Alice Bratton,
Marcia Belmont, Vic Greenspan, Ruth Ader, Marvin Feldman, Joel Gimpel, Trina
Yerlick and Louise Feldman.

TRUSTEES ABSENT

Shari Berman, Una Greenaway and Elaine Dobinson.
SECRETARY

Nella Silverman

MI SHEBERACH

Prayer of healing said for Board friends and relatives who are ill.
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Thank you to everyone who is working to make the community Pesach a success.
Thank you to Nella and Alan for hosting the Board meeting. Alan sent a thank you
note to Starbucks for providing coffee at the Purim event. The food collected has
been sent to the Food Basket.

MINUTES

Upon motion made and seconded, the minutes of the March 5, 2017 meeting were
accepted.

TREASURER’S REPORT

As this is only the 2nd of April, a full report will be sent out next week. Money is
coming in for Passover reservations but only a few of the expenses have been paid
since the community seder will be held on the 10th.



There is an agreement with the Mauna Lani to pay a monthly electric bill of
$120/month, that’s down from over $300/month. There will be a credit given to us
from the time of our move to the smaller suite.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
CEMETERY REPORT

Information has been gathered about costs for burial and now the Board will decide
what our intention is if an indigent Jew living in Kona is in need of burial. Vivienne
thanked Barry and Marcia for their research. Barry with Marcia’s help will compile a
list of questions that the Board will consider before making a policy in this regard.
Some of the questions brought up in discussion were as follows: 1) whatever is
decided, we will make sure we are in compliance with bylaws. 2) should we put a
line in the yearly membership registration for a chevra kadisha fund (authority to
use this fund would be the Board’s, but the money could be earmarked from
members)? 3) between death and burial what are we willing to do? 4) a request to
rename the committee to chevra kadisha. 5) should we make up a questionnaire so
that whoever on the Board is contacted will get all the needed information to
proceed. 5) do we want to set a maximum financial limit?

Directions to our Jewish section, Beit HaShamayim, in Homelani Memorial Park, 388
Ponahawaii St. in Hilo, 96720: Go over Saddle Road to Hilo. At the end of Saddle
road, turn left at Komohana St. and continue about 1.5 miles to the 3rd traffic light.
Turn right onto Ponahawai St. for about 0.6 miles. You are driving makai (west by
northwest). You'll see cemetery grounds on both sides of the street. Turn right into
the cemetery. Drive into that roadway about halfway, and park on the right side.
Then walk, away from that roadway where your car is parked (you’re walking
mauka, east by southeast), maybe 30-40 yards, until you see our mechitsa. It's a
black low metal fence. Find some small stoneso and put one on each grave you visit,
and think about the individuals who are buried there.

JEWISH EDUCATION

All but one of the students will be coming to our community seder. The children’s
seder will be conducted 3r4 night by Louise and Trina.

One of the families in the Jewish and Hebrew Studies program does not practice the
Jewish faith and is thus ineligible for membership in the congregation. The payment
policy in place allows for only a 1-year non-membership in KBS for parents. A
recommendation to allow an Education membership category, amount to be
determined, was suggested. The topic will be placed on next month’s agenda for a
decision to be made before the end of the school year.

The Book Club has only 2 members now. Many on the Board have commitments at
the time the Book Club meets. It was decided to have a summer break. Louise will
send a letter to the congregation in this regard. April’s book club meeting will be
cancelled. A thought to have a Book and Film club was suggested.



WEBSITE

* Jewish items available. Suggestion to have a way to post member’s comments
about what is available (a comment blog) but a filter or moderator would be
needed. Vivienne suggested a note in this part of the website, “Be our eyes
and ears, send e-mail” which Vivienne would receive and then post.

* Alan was asked to make a tutorial about how to get to Board documents for
Board members with screen shots to clarify instructions.

SHABBAT SH'MINI  April 22,2017 10:30 a.m.
Location: Mauna Lani
Leader: Trina
Torah readers: Aviva/Vic
Challah: Barry
Drash: Vivienne or Marvin

HOLIDAYS

PESACH Monday April 10 (first night) 4:00-9:00 p.m.
Location: Kona Outdoor Circle (KOC)
Reservations : 60
Caterer: Amelia of Strawberry Patch
Leaders: Barry and Vivienne

Committee has been working hard. We have a full house and a wait list.
There will be some homemade items as well as Amelia catering. There will be a
committee meeting after the Board meeting to discuss final details.

SHAVUOT June 2-4

Friday, June 2 Mauna Lani
Saturday, June 3 Hawaiian Queen Coffee Gardens 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Sunday, June 4 Shavuot study session at Plauts

Shai and Trina can host Rabbi Daniel. Vivienne will discuss this offer with the
Plauts as they previously said they would host the rabbi.

Torah study time available on Saturday after services, then clean up. High
Holiday planning meeting will be held after clean up.



Louise asked for discussion topics for Sunday’s Shavuot celebration. There
was one: read Book of Ruth and discuss. Vivienne and Louise will determine time
schedule for arrival, discussions and potluck.

OLD BUSINESS
NEW SPACE FOR SERVICES

Barry suggested looking into the open space above Ane K, diagonal across
from West Hawaii Civic Center, near Kealakehe High School. The land is owned by
the Queen Liliuokalani Trust but they have occasionally gifted lands to religious
bodies. Vic and Marvin will look into whom to contact and report to Vivienne.

KONA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

The minister who requested help with their Maundy Thursday Passover
event was contacted by Vivienne who suggested using the book, “Open Door
Haggadah,” for their event.

NEW BUSINESS
BYLAWS ARTICLE VII, BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Vivienne would like to have a more detailed description of who is eligible to be a
trustee, the process outlined for becoming a trustee, and voting protocol. Vivienne
will prepare a bylaw change document which will be discussed at another Board
meeting. Hopefully these changes can be instituted before the next Annual Meeting.

SHANGHAI GHETTO FILM NIGHT April 29 7:00-10:00
Location: Ruth Ader’s home

Letter will be sent out by Vivienne to notify congregation of this event. RSVP
to Ruth Ader. The evening will consist of havdalah, showing of film, potluck finger
foods. Alan and Nella will assist Ruth with this event.

The next Board meeting will be on May 7, 2017, at 10:30 a.m. at the Mauna Lani.
Our mezuzah will be hung before the meeting.

Meeting was adjourned at 11:37a.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Nella Silverman

Secretary



