
 

 

Minutes	

Kona	Beth	Shalom	

Board	of	Trustees	

April	30,	2017	

Mauna	Lani	

A	special	board	meeting	was	called	when	KBS	was	informed	that	we	needed	to	
vacate	our	space	at	the	Mauna	Lani.		The	letter	from	Aloha	Investment	Group	dated	
April	17,	2017,	gave	us	30	days	notice.	A	copy	of	the	letter	is	attached.	

CALL	TO	ORDER	

Vivienne	convened	the	meeting	at	10:31	a.m.	

TRUSTEES	PRESENT	

Barry	Blum,	Alan	Silverman,	Vivienne	Aronowitz,	Mike	Bernstone,	Marcia	Belmont,	
Vic	Greenspan,	Ruth	Ader,	Marvin	Feldman,	Joel	Gimpel,	Trina	Yerlick,	Una	
Greenaway	and	Louise	Feldman.	

TRUSTEES	ABSENT	

Shari	Berman,	Elaine	Dobinson	and	Alice	Bratton.	

OTHERS	PRESENT	

Yehuda	and	Aviva	Plaut	

	SECRETARY	

Nella	Silverman	

MI	SHEBERACH	

Prayer	of	healing	said	for	Board	friends	and	relatives	who	are	ill.		Kaddish	was	said	
for	Board	member’s	yahrzeits.	

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS	

Thank	you	to	everyone	who	worked	so	hard	to	make	the	community	seder	a	
success.		Thanks	to	everyone	who	came	for	their	efforts	to	help	pack	up	and	start	the	
move	of	KBS	out	of	the	Mauna	Lani.	

MINUTES	

Upon	motion	made	and	seconded,	the	minutes	of	the	April	2,	2017	meeting	were	
accepted.			



 

 

TREASURER’S	REPORT	

The	expenses	and	receipts	for	the	community	seder	broke		approximately	even.	The	
deposits	for	Hawaiian	Queen	Coffee	Garden	(HQCG),	Kona	Outdoor	Circle	(KOC)	and	
Hale	Halewai	are	still	waiting	to	be	returned	as	we	will	continue	to	use	these	venues	
for	KBS	continuing	needs	throughout	the	year.	

COMMITTEE	REPORTS:	

CEMETERY	REPORT	

Dr.	Mark	and	Janet	Lew	are	paying	off	the	balance	due	($1500)	from	Chabad	and	
also	are	donating	$1800	to	jump-start	our	new	fund	for	burial	cost	assistance.		
There	was	discussion	of	having	a	$36	line	item	in	the	Membership	application	form	
for	voluntary	donations	to	this	fund.	

Barry	Blum	sent	an	email	with	a	summary	of	discussion	points	and	a	request	for	
comments,	which	I	will	include	in	these	minutes,	as	follows:	

1. There	shall	be	a	Cemetery/Chevra	Kadisha	Fund.	Its	purpose	is	to	provide	
burial	cost	assistance	for	Jews	in	need.	

2. What	shall	a	new	name	be	for	the	Cemetery	Committee?	Chevra	Kadisha	
Committee?	I	prefer	“Cemetery	Committee,”	because	people	outside	of	KBS	
will	understand	it,	although	Chevra	Kadisha	sounds	more	spiritual.	

3. Who	wants	to	be	on	the	committee?	Barry,	Mike	Bernstone,	Marcia.	
(Vivienne	is	an	ex-officio	member	of	every	committee)	Anyone	else?	

4. We	should	anticipate	that	the	questions	about	burial	in	Beit	HaShamayim	
may	come	from:			 	

• individual	inquiring	in	advance	(not	likely)	

• The	survivor	of	the	deceased	(wife,	husband,	partner,	child,	other	family)	

• A	friend	of	the	deceased	

• The	Chabad	rabbi,	or	another	rabbi	maybe	from	another	island	or	the	
mainland	

• It	may	be	someone	from	Hawaii	Island,	from	the	State	of	Hawaii,	or	
elsewhere.	

5. One	question	that	may	arise	is	about	burial	vs.	cremation.	The	fund	is	being	
established	“to	provide	burial	cost	assistance,”	and	maybe	not	cremation	cost	
assistance.	Is	KBS	willing	to	provide	assistance	for	either,	and	in	part	or	in	
full?	For	Jews	with	limited	resources	who	are	seeking	the	least	expensive	
way,	do	we	want	to	encourage	the	family	to	choose	burial	over	cremation	–	at	
our	expense?	



 

 

6. Who	decides	that	it’s	OK	to	make	the	expenditures,	and	how	much?	Keep	in	
mind	that	these	decisions	are	often	urgent,	and	not	everyone	is	available	for	
consultation.	

7. Create	a	list	that	shows	all	of	the	costs.	Some	for	mortuary,	for	KBS,	for	
Homelani.	Note	that	the	Chevra	Kadisha	serves	without	compensation.	

• Casket	

• One	plot	in	Beit	HaShamayim	

• Hearse	(&limo)	

• Pick-up	of	the	body	from	the	morgue	or	home	

• Being	present	at	the	cemetery,	with	books,	chairs,	tent	(does	cemetery	
or	mortuary	provide?),	etc.	

• Opening	&	closing	the	grave	

• Cost	of	permanent	marker	(must	be	placed	within	one	year	of	burial)	

• Other	questions?	

8. How	do	we	train	members	about	the	issues	that	arise	from	just	before	death,	
at	death,	after	death	and	then	burial?	What	about	officiating/presiding	at	
funerals?	

9. Where	to	keep	the	needed	documents	and	forms?	

10. What	to	do	about	existing	graves	that	do	not	have	proper	markers?	…a	list	of	
people	buried	was	enumerated.	

11. Regarding	the	Chevra	Kadisha,	whoever	is	conducting	the	funeral	has	in	the	
past	made	phone	calls	to	Jews	in	the	community,	not	just	KBS	members,	and	
invited	them	to	participate.		We	have	not	always	looked	for	a	shomer	
(guardian)	–	although	I	think	Chabad	did.		We	have	always	found	enough	
men	or	women	for	the	tahara	(washing).	We	obtained	the	tachrichim	(burial	
garments)	from	Chabad	on	Oahu.	We	obtained	the	casket	from	Yaron	Shlomo,	
the	man	in	Honolulu	who	makes	kosher	coffins.	Vic	Greenspan	might	be	able	
to	make	caskets.	

JEWISH	EDUCATION		

It	was	noted	that	an	Education	membership	category	would	not	have	to	be	specified	
in	the	bylaws	because	the	bylaws	already	permit	the	Board	to	“establish	special	
membership	classifications	with	such	provisions	as	it	shall	deem	advisable.”	(Article	
IV,	Sec.	6).		There	was	a	discussion	of	an	appropriate	charge	for	this	membership,	
who	would	be	eligible	for	this	membership	and	limitations	of	education	



 

 

membership	vs.	full	membership	in	KBS.	A	Committee	meeting	will	have	to	be	
convened	before	our	next	Board	meeting	to	finalize	a	recommendation	to	the	Board.	

HOLIDAYS	

PESACH	

A	lot	of	work	for	those	who	organized	the	event.		A	larger	seder	would	have	to	be	in	
a	different	location.		Financial	analysis	shows	the	non-members	will	have	to	be	
charged	more.		The	question	is	do	we	want	to	do	this	again?		Mike	will	send	a	letter	
to	Amelia	thanking	her	for	her	participation	in	our	event.	

SHAVUOT	 June	2-4	

Shai	and	Trina	can	host	Rabbi	Daniel.	Trina	will	pick	up	Rabbi	Daniel	and	Margi	at	
airport	Friday,	12:15	p.m.	

	 Friday,	June	2		 6:00	–	8:00	p.m.	

	 Location:	Waimea	Events	Salon	(confirmed	by	Vivienne	after	Board	meeting)	

	 Challah:	 Vivienne	

	 Potluck	

Louise	and	Marvin	will	pick	up	and	return	Rabbi	from	Trina’s.	

Louise	will	find	out	if	children	from	Hebrew	and	Jewish	Studies	will	attend.		Daniel	
can	include	them	in	service.	

	 Saturday,	June	3	 Hawaiian	Queen	Coffee	Gardens	 10	a.m.	–	3	p.m.	

	 Challah:	 Aviva	

	 Potluck	

Trina	will	bring	Rabbi	to	services	but	someone	else	will	return	him	after	High	
Holiday	meeting.	

Torah	study	after	services.		

High	Holiday	meeting	after	Torah	study,	perhaps	at	Starbucks.			

Trina	will	provide	dinner	for	Rabbi.	

	 Sunday,	June	4	 Shavuot	study	session	at	Plauts	10	a.m.	–	3	p.m.	

Rabbi	will	have	two	study	sessions:	Book	of	Ruth	and	Spirituality.	

	 Blintzes:	 Plauts	 	

	 Potluck	



 

 

Trina	will	bring	Rabbi	to	Plauts.		Vivienne	will	take	Rabbi	to	the	airport.	

OLD	BUSINESS	

SPACE	FOR	SERVICES	

HQCG	is	available	June	24,	tentatively	July	22,	and	August	26.		Alan	was	asked	to	
book	them	out	for	the	year	every	4th	Saturday	of	the	month.	Is	there	a	charge	for	
cancelling?	(After	Board	meeting	update,	with	enough	notice	–	Alan	will	talk	with	
Farley	Jones	about	what	“enough	notice”	means	–	there	will	be	no	penalty.	A	
decision	needs	to	be	made	whether	to	use	KOC	or	HQCG	for	High	Holidays	by	
Shavuot.		Shabbat	Shuvah	should	be	booked	at	HQCG.	After	Board	meeting	update:	
HQCG	has	been	booked	for	Sept.	22	(Shabbat	shuvah).	

There	is	storage	space	approximately	8X8	at	HQCG	for	the	Aron	Kodesh	and	a	
bookcase	for	siddurim	and	chumashim	for	$25/month.	After	Board	meeting	update:	
these	items	will	be	moved	to	this	storage	space	on	Sunday,	May	8.	

NEW	BUSINESS	

RETREAT	

A	full	day	retreat	was	suggested	to	resolve	some	of	the	issues	that	take	longer	than	a	
regular	Board	meeting	allows.	Issues	that	need	to	be	resolved	before	the	High	
Holidays	begin,	such	as	application	form	revision,	eligibility	re	trustees,	etc.	

Retreat	(includes	Board	meeting)	 July	16	,	2017	at	Ruth	Ader’s	home	from	10	a.m.	–	
3	p.m.	

MAUNA	KEA	RESORT	

There	is	a	potential	for	using	the	Mauna	Kea	for	a	Friday	night	service	but	more	
details	regarding	this	possibility	will	be	explored	by	Vivienne	and	shared	with	the	
board	when	available.	

LONG	TERM	STORAGE	OF	KBS	SUPPLIES	AND	BOOKS	

Vivienne	created	an	inventory	of	books	and	supplies	which	was	reviewed	for	
disposal	or	retention.		The	two	8	foot	non-folding	tables,	6	folding	tables	and	38	
chairs	are	to	be	sold	as	well	as	the	refrigerator	and	microwave.	Marvin	volunteered	
to	be	lead	on	finding	storage	space,	renting	a	truck.		Alan	will	create	a	Craig’s	List	ad	
for	those	items	to	be	sold	and	picked	up	by	next	Sunday.		After	Board	meeting	
update:	several	items	that	were	up	for	sale	have	been	purchased	by	Board	members.	
Also	Marvin	has	reserved	a	5X10	storage	unit	at	Extra	Storage,	73-4864	Kanelani	St.	
(near	Costco)	for	$96/month.	

Pack	up	Sunday	will	be	May,	7,	2017,	from	10-12.	

The	next	Board	meeting	will	be	on	June	11,	2017,	at	10:00	a.m.	at	the	Silvermans	



 

 

Meeting	was	adjourned	at	12:43	p.m.	

Those	who	could	stay	packed	up	books	and	other	supplies.	

Respectfully	submitted,		

Nella	Silverman	

Secretary	

	

	


