Minutes
Annual Meeting
Kona Beth Shalom
Board of Trustees
September 11, 2016
Mauna Lani
CALL TO ORDER

Vivienne Aronowitz convened the meeting at 10:38 a.m. and welcomed all to the
annual meeting. Kaddish was said for the victims of the 9/11 terrorist attack and
the other ensuing attacks worldwide, as well as for those who were acknowledged
by the membership at this time.

MEMBERS PRESENT

Ruth Ader, Marilyn Anderson, Vivienne Aronowitz, Marcia Belmont, Mike and Ruth
Bernstone, Barry Blum, Elaine Dobinson , Marvin and Louise Feldman, Joel Gimpel,
Vic Greenspan, Natalie Guerin, Joan Jackson, Nina Kalckar, Ron and Eva Pierce,
Yehuda and Aviva Plaut, Alan Pollak, Alan Silverman, Drs. Stephen and Fran Thomas,
Trina Yerlick.

SECRETARY
Nella Silverman
MINUTES

Upon motion made and seconded, the corrected minutes of the 2015 Annual
Meeting were accepted.

TREASURER’S REPORT

The proposed annual budget was sent to the Board by e-mail. The congregation is
within $300 of breaking even for the year, thus the existing dues structure will not
be changed. Upon motion made and seconded, the Treasurer’s report including the
budget was accepted.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
CEMETERY REPORT

Barry distributed a booklet regarding burial practices at our Jewish site at the
Homelani Memorial Park in Hilo. A picture was passed around showing the new
mechitza (fence) designating the Jewish portion of the cemetery, known as Beit
Hashamayim (Heavenly Home). Barry explained some of the customs and answered



questions. Eva Pierce who lives in Hilo volunteered to be part of the Cemetery
Committee.

JEWISH EDUCATION

Louise Feldman announced that the new after-school Jewish/Hebrew program for
elementary age children is ready to start. There are now 3 students. Classes will be
held on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month from 3:30 - 5:00 p.m. at Louise’s
house as well as other locations as the school year continues and as the parents and
teachers work out. The fee schedule is still to be voted on by the Board but will be
expected to be paid quarterly as requested by Mike Bernstone, our Treasurer. Class
location and times will be posted on the KBS website.

Natalie Guerin announced The Jewish Book Club that was started this year is doing
well. The approximately hour-long discussions are held the third Wednesday of the
month at Kona Haven Café at 5 p.m. The September book selection is “American
Pastoral” by Philip Roth and will be held on September 21. Anyone who would like
to lead a discussion of a book on a Jewish theme or written by a Jewish author is
encouraged to do so. Consult the website for future Book Club information.

The Torah Study group meets the second Saturday of the month at 10:30 a.m.
usually at Marvin and Louise Feldman’s home to discuss the Torah portion of the
week. The study is group-led and no knowledge of Hebrew or previous study is
necessary. The session is followed by a potluck lunch. Nina Kalckar, a frequent
participant, attested to the interesting open discussions that occur. The next Torah
Study is on September 17. Check website for details.

There is a library of Jewish books located at our Mauna Lani site of worship. Books
can be borrowed. A clipboard is available to write down the name of the book
borrowed and by whom.

A motion was made, seconded and passed to accept the Cemetery and Education
Committee reports.

ELECTION OF TRUSTEES: (3 YEAR TERMS)

A call for nominations for new trustees to the Board resulted in 4 members,
nominated by current trustees of the Board, agreeing to stand for election. There
were no current trustees wishing to step down. According to the bylaws, eighteen is
the maximum number of trustees, excluding the past-president. A call for a vote to
accept all renewal trustees plus the four new candidates for election to the KBS
Board of Trustees was seconded and all approved. The following are the Board
Trustees:

Ruth Ader 5777 (2019)

Vivienne Aronowitz 5777 (2019)
Marcia Belmont (2019)

Shari Berman (2019)
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Michael Bernstone 5775 (2017)
Barry Blum 5777 (2019)

Alice Bratton 5776 (2018)
Elaine Dobinson 5776 (2018)
Louise Feldman 5777 (2019)

10. Marvin Feldman (2019)
11.Joel Gimpel 5775 (2017)

12. Victor Greenspan (2019)

13. Natalie Guerin (2019)

14. Alan Pollak 5775 (2017)

15. Alan Silverman (2019)

16. Nella Silverman 5777 (2019)
17.Trina Yerlick 5777 (2019)

Una Greenaway (immediate Past President)

Current Officers of the Board of Trustees were asked if they wanted to continue and
only Alice Bratton informed Vivienne that she would like to step down as First Vice-
President. There were calls to the Board for anyone wishing to stand for election as
an Officer. Alan Silverman, after some persuasion, agreed to stand for election as

First Vice-President. A call for a vote for each individual Office of the Board resulted
in all renewal Officers and the new First Vice-President being elected. The following

is the current Officers of the Board:
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President: Vivienne Aronowitz

First Vice-President: Alan Silverman
Second Vice-President: Louise Feldman
Treasurer: Mike Bernstone

Secretary: Nella Silverman

NEW BUSINESS

Vivienne solicited suggestions from the congregation for ideas of interest for the
upcoming year. All suggestions will be topics in future Board meetings.
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Another movie night.

[sraeli dinner fundraiser including a movie and/or music and/or dancing.
Appeal letter for support of rabbi’s fund.

Committee to look for place for High Holy Days next year.
Birthday/Anniversary/Yahrtzeit book currently being updated

Sign up for this year’s High Holiday help lists (food, services, etc.)

Marilyn Anderson requested space for Art Show at current space in Mauna
Lani.

ADJOURNMENT

The Annual Meeting was adjourned at 11:50 a.m. Potluck was served.



Respectfully Submitted,

Nella Silverman, Secretary



