Minutes
Annual Meeting
Kona Beth Shalom
Board of Trustees
October 8, 2017
Ruth Ader’s home
CALL TO ORDER

Vivienne Aronowitz convened the meeting at 10:37 a.m. and welcomed all to the
annual meeting. Vivienne did a short drash from Sheefa Gold’s Torah Journeys for
Ki Tisa, the torah portion for Sukkot.

MEMBERS PRESENT

Ruth Ader, Marilyn Anderson, Vivienne Aronowitz, Barry Blum, Marvin and Louise
Feldman, Joel Gimpel, Vic Greenspan, Joan Jackson, Yehuda and Aviva Plaut, Alan
Silverman, Trina Yerlick, Dan and Norma Neyman, Martin Kelemen, Alysa Freeman,
Herb Weiss, Ann Rothstein, Mark Kimball, Sean Propper, Leanne Cohen.

SECRETARY
Nella Silverman
MINUTES

Upon motion made and seconded, the corrected minutes of the 2016 Annual
Meeting were accepted. Two clerical errors were corrected.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Mike Bernstone, Treasurer, is out of town but will give a report regarding the annual
budget through August 30, 2017, to the Board at the November Board of Trustees
meeting.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
FACILITIES

Alan Silverman reported receiving positive responses to the Hawaiian Queen Coffee
Gardens’ beautiful views and to keeping services at the same location. High Holiday
services even with using the air conditioning and sunshade were in the mid-80’s and
uncomfortable. Possible other measures should be considered to reduce
temperatures during the hot season.



Barry was asked to email a summary of his presentation, as follows: Barry
presented a brief history of Kona Beth Shalom with an emphasis on how much we
have thrived during the past year under our current leadership, including a larger
membership which is still growing, larger attendance at High Holidays, having more
young families as members, and more students in our Hebrew School. We have an
active web site, more music at our services, more Torah readers, a good sound
system, and really good food and beverages at our potlucks.

CEMETERY REPORT

Barry described how to get to our Jewish cemetery, Beit Hashamayim, in Hilo, part
of Homelani Memorial Park. Ann Rothstein generously offered to make a Star of
David to decorate the mechitza surrounding our area. He added that Vivienne was
able to connect with the families who had not yet put up markers and those are now
in process.

JEWISH EDUCATION

There are 4 students in our Jewish and Hebrew School this year. Only one of our
teachers, Trina, will be available to teach for 3-4 lessons during the fall. She asked
for volunteers to teach a lesson or help as an aide. So far her husband Shai will be
teaching a cooking class.

BIKUR CHOLIM/SOCIAL COMMITTEE

A new committee has been formed in order to keep in better touch with
congregants. Anyone wishing to have a mi sheberach said or otherwise advise us of
a need in the community, please let us know.

A motion was made, seconded and passed to accept the Committee reports.
NEW BUSINESS

A discussion ensued about the long term focus of KBS whether it should be event
based or community building; whether we should continue to be the provider for a
place to have services monthly and celebrate holidays or whether we should engage
in community outreach such as sponsoring community volunteer opportunities,
such as beach cleanups, movie nights where the community at large is invited, etc.
All ideas were encouraged but the practical matter is that the current small group of
active volunteers have a full load of responsibilities and would need the help of
those raising these ideas to spearhead the proposals.

ELECTION OF TRUSTEES: (3 YEAR TERMS)

A call for nominations for new trustees to the Board resulted in 1 new Board
nominee, Alysa Freeman, who was nominated by current trustees of the Board to
stand for election. There were no current trustees wishing to step down. Marcia
Belmont, Natalie Guerin and Alan Pollok have resigned their positions this past year.
According to the by-laws, eighteen is the maximum number of trustees, excluding



the past-president. A vote to accept trustee, Joel Gimpel, to another 3-year term on
the Board was approved. A vote to accept the new candidate, Alysa Freeman, for
election to the KBS Board of Trustees was approved. The following are the Board
Trustees:

PN W

9.

Ruth Ader 5777 (2019)

Vivienne Aronowitz 5777 (2019)
Shari Berman 5777 (2019)
Michael Bernstone 5775 (2019)
Barry Blum 5777 (2019)

Alice Bratton 5776 (2018)
Elaine Dobinson 5776 (2018)
Louise Feldman 5777 (2019)
Marvin Feldman 5777(2019)

10. Alysa Freeman 5778 (2020)
11.]Joel Gimpel 5778 (2020)

12. Victor Greenspan 5777 (2019)
13. Alan Silverman 5777 (2019)
14. Nella Silverman 5777 (2019)
15. Trina Yerlick 5777 (2019)

Una Greenaway (immediate Past President)

Current Officers of the Board of Trustees were asked if they wanted to continue and
all accepted. It was moved, seconded and passed that all existing officers for the
designated terms would be accepted by acclamation. The following is the current
Officers of the Board:

SRR

President: Vivienne Aronowitz

First Vice-President: Alan Silverman
Second Vice-President: Louise Feldman
Treasurer: Mike Bernstone

Secretary: Nella Silverman

ADJOURNMENT

The Annual Meeting was adjourned at 11:25 a.m. October Board meeting was then
convened.

Respectfully Submitted,

Nella Silverman, Secretary



