
 

 

Minutes	

Kona	Beth	Shalom	

Board	of	Trustees	

March	11,	2018	

Alan	and	Nella’s	home	

CALL	TO	ORDER	

Una	convened	the	meeting	at	10:02	a.m.	

THANKS	

Thanks	to	everyone	who	helped	make	Purim	and	the	rabbi’s	whole	weekend	a	
successful	event.	

TRUSTEES	PRESENT	

Barry	Blum,	Joel	Gimpel,	Alan	Silverman,	Marvin	Feldman	,	Una	Greenaway,	Mike	
Bernstone,		Alice	Bratton,	Alysa	Freeman,	,	Elaine	Dobinson,	Ruth	Ader,	Vic	
Greenspan,		and	Nella	Silverman	(secretary).	

TRUSTEES	ABSENT	

Shari	Berman,	Vivienne	Aronowitz,	and	Trina	Yerlick.	

MINUTES	

Upon	motion	made	and	seconded,	the	Minutes	of	the	February	Board	meeting	were	
approved	and	will	be	posted	on	the	website.	

TREASURER’S	REPORT	

We	have	received	another	partial	payment	of	$1000	to	pay	for	the	Jaffe’s	cemetery	
debt.		Mike	is	continuing	to	follow	up	on	these	payments.	Upon	motion	made	and	
seconded,	the	Treasurer’s	Report	was	approved.	

COMMITTEE	REPORTS:	

FACILITIES	

Hawaiian	Queen	Coffee	Garden	has	been	notified	that	we	have	cancelled	Fri.	March	
30	as	a	venue	for	our	seder.		

After	using	the	Imin	center	this	past	weekend	for	Purim,	it	was	considered	an	
appropriate	venue	to	consider	for	day	events	as	it	had	plenty	of	parking,	relatively	
cheap	to	rent	($136/entire	day)	and	clean.		The	old	Mamalahoa	Highway	is	unlit	and	
winding	so	having	evening	events	there	would	be	problematic.	



 

 

	JEWISH	EDUCATION	

Joel,	who	spoke	with	Trina,	said	there	was	nothing	new	to	report.	

WEBSITE	

Alan	set	up	the	sign-up	for	the	Passover	seder	reservations	on	the	electronic	
storefront	which	makes	it	easier	to	count	up	types	of	reservations	and	meal	
selections.	Payments	can	be	made	online	through	Paypal	(includes	credit	cards)	or	
they	can	send	checks	by	mail.	Deadline	for	reservations	is	March	15.		

Alan	wants	to	set	up	a	clickable	link	to	the	website	on	email	correspondence	
from	KBS.	

CEMETERY	REPORT	

Barry	had	nothing	new	to	report.	

BIKUR	CHOLIM/SOCIAL	COMMITTEE	

Kona	Community	Hospital	has	a	chaplain	service.		Lynn	Tomshau	is	the	coordinator.		
Nella	contacted	her	for	information	and	Lynn	requested	contact	information	for	
whom	she	could	call	regarding	Jewish	patients.		Last	Thursday,	Rabbi	Levi	Gerlitzky	
of	Chabad	was	going	through	orientation	at	the	hospital	to	fill	this	role.	

Questions	were	raised	about	outreach	to	Life	Care	Center,	Regency	and	Senior	
Housing	Hualalai.		Jewish	and	Hebrew	school	plays	or	musical	performances	might	
be	a	way	to	start.		Alyssa	and	Nella	will	follow	up.	Yehuda	plays	at	some	of	these	
venues	with	his	American	roots	musical	group.	

Upon	motion	made	and	seconded,	the	committee	reports	were	accepted.	

RETREAT		 February	19	

The	retreat	was	cancelled	due	to	unavailability	of	Board	members.	

PURIM	WRAPUP	

Imin	center	was	newly	painted,	had	chairs	on	a	dolly	and	had	plenty	of	parking.		The	
event	went	off	well	with	Daniel	making	the	program	energetic	and	fun.		We	should	
think	of	Rabbi	Daniel	for	next	year	at	Purim.		Approximately	30	people	participated	
but	needed	more	children.		Membership	forms	were	needed	as	there	were	non-
members	who	attended.		Alyssa	said		Kona	Moms	Facebook	page	would		be	a	way	to	
communicate	with	moms	and	get	more	children	involved.		Barry	suggested	possibly	
combining	our	celebration	with	Chabad	but	the	general	concensus	was	that	we	
wouldn’t	have	the	same	input	(it	would	be	a	Chabad	event)	and	we	would	miss	the	
joy	and	fun	that	Rabbi	Daniel	brought	to	the	event.	

SHABBAT	TSAV	 March	24	 	 10:30-2	



 

 

	 Location:	 	 HQCG	

	 Leader/Drash:	 Shari	Berman	 	

	 Challah:	 	 Alice	

	 Torah:		 	 Shari/Vic	

PASSOVER	 	 Friday,	March	30	 	 	 4-9	pm	(2	hr	setup)	

	 Location:	 	 Kona	Outdoor	Circle	

	 Leader	of	seder:	 Barry	

	 Caterer:	 	 Amelia	of	Strawberry	Patch,	phone	322-9060	

	 Food	Coordinators:	 Ruth	Ader,	Nella	Silverman,	Ruth	Bernstone	

The	food	coordinators	met	with	Amelia	and	she	will	provide	the	menu	(see	last	
month’s	notes),	bamboo	plates	and	bowls,	plus	her	crew	will	set	up	tables	(with	
supervision	of	coordinators),	serve	the	meal	and	help	clean	up.		Barry	is	in	charge	
of	the	head	table	which	will	have	the	only	seder	plate.	Mike,	Alan,	Nella,	Ruth	
Ader	and	Ruth	Bernstone	will	coordinate	getting	holiday	foods	and	supplies	to	
the	event.	

FACILITIES	–	NEW	LOCATION	

Una	prepared	an	information	sheet,	KBS	Facilities	Issues,	which	was	mailed	to	
Board	members.	See	a	copy	attached.		The	building	fund	has	$160,000.		There	was	a	
discussion	concerning	the	origins	of	the	money.		Some	monies	came	from	donations	
of	previous	members	and	some	came	from	the	settlement	with	Chabad	over	a	will.	A	
question	regarding	whether	the	funds	could	be	used	for	rental	and	not	a	purchase	of	
property	was	discussed.		Una	spoke	with	past	President	Michael	Zola	and	it	seems	a	
board	resolution	started	this	fund	thus	a	board	resolution	could	be	made	to	allow	
the	funds	to	be	used	as	payment	for	a	rental	if	this	Board	so	stipulates.	Joel	made	the	
suggestion	that	KBS	could	look	into	a	rent	to	buy	property.		After	further	discussion	
Una	created	an	Ad	Hoc	committee	made	up	of	Vic,	Mike,	Marvin,	Elaine	and	Una	to	
contact	a	Commercial	Realtor	(suggestions	were	Greg	Ogin,	Monique	Peacock,	Bob	
Bates)	to	find	out	what	the	costs	and	availability	are	for	a	place	in	Kona.		It	was	
suggested	to	send	out	a	letter	soliciting	outside	the	Board	help	with	this	project.	
Una	will	coordinate	a	time	for	the	committee	meeting.	

BIG	ISLAND	JEWISH	EVENTS	

Goldie	Lefkowitz	is	giving	a	talk	in	Hilo	March	14	at	Mitch	Roth’s	brown	bag	lunch	
regarding	growing	up	in	Nazi	Germany.		Details	can	be	found	on	the	website.	

GETTING	MORE	HELP	AT	HQCG	



 

 

Alan	will	talk	to	Farley	regarding	getting	and	setting	up	more	chairs	and	tables	
in	the	room	where	services	are	held.		Moving	the	aron	might	be	problematic	because	
of	taking	responsibility	for	any	damage.			

NEWSLETTER	

Alyssa	was	asked	by	others	about	what	was	decided	at	the	Board	meetings.		She	
suggested	having	a	newsletter	which	would	outline	the	contents	of	the	minutes	of	
the	meeting	and	provide	information	re	some	volunteer	opportunities.		Alyssa	and	
Nella	will	collaborate	to	work	on	this	project.	

SHAVUOT	

The	Board	agreed	to	ask	Rabbi	Lev	to	come	for	a	shabbaton	on	Shavuot	May	18-20,	
2018.		Shabbat	would	be	moved	to	the	3rd	Saturday	in	May.		Alan	will	call	HQCG	to	
try	to	change	the	date.	Marvin	and	Alyssa	will	be	able	to	volunteer	to	host	
either	the	Rabbi	or	the	event.	

The	next	Board	meeting	will	be	on	April	8,	2018,	10:00	a.m.	at	Ruth	Ader’s	home.	

Meeting	was	adjourned	at	11:28	a.m.		

Respectfully	submitted,		

Nella	Silverman	

Secretary	



 

 

 
KBS Facilities Issues 

1. too much time required for prep and cleanup, approx.. 1 hr before and after for at 
least 4 people 

2. Not enough people power to do a significant rotation, month to month 
3. Limited ability, especially for last minute activities.  No spontaneity 
4. Responsibility for hosting meetings and events falls on same people 
5. With the present situation, services and other activities are time limited, causing 

folks to have to have to leave the activity before it is finished, in order to clean up 
6. Permanent location is a positive step towards community building. 
7. We have no location for our educational offerings 

 
 
 
Solutions 

1. Rent a non-shared, centrally-located space that is for our use alone 
 
Funding options 
  

1. Use our building fund to supplement our operating income to pay rent 
2. Ask for monetary help/donations 

 
Next Steps 
 

1. Meet with Commercial Realtor, to get a ballpark on costs, to enable us to 
further discuss this issue. 

2. ????? 
 
 
 
 
 
 


