Minutes
Kona Beth Shalom
Board of Trustees
April 8,2018

Ruth Ader’s home

CALL TO ORDER

Una convened the meeting at 10:15 a.m.

THANKS

Thanks to Ruth Ader, Barry, Alan and Nella, and Michael and Ruth Bernstone who
helped make Pesach a successful event. Thanks to Ruth Ader for hosting the Board
meeting.

TRUSTEES PRESENT

Barry Blum, Joel Gimpel, Alan Silverman, Marvin Feldman (by phone), Una
Greenaway, Mike Bernstone, Alice Bratton, Alysa Freeman,, Elaine Dobinson, Ruth
Ader, Vic Greenspan, Trina Yerlick and Nella Silverman (secretary).

TRUSTEES ABSENT
Shari Berman, and Vivienne Aronowitz.
MINUTES

Upon motion made and seconded, the minutes of the March Board meeting were
approved and will be posted on the website.

TREASURER’S REPORT

One new membership has been added since last month. Eric and Annette Anderson
became members with their seder payment. We now have a total of 59 membership
units. Upon motion made and seconded, the treasurer’s report was approved.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
FACILITIES

The Kona Education Center, formerly Kona Outdoor Circle, was very cooperative
and happy with the way we left the venue.

Hawaiian Queen Coffee Garden (HQCG) set up and broke down the chairs and tables
as requested last Shabbat. The cost is $45 each Shabbat and we shall continue to
use this service. The aron will continue to be moved by congregants.



Una authorized Alan to buy 3 tower fans while they’re on sale at Costco as the
summer season arrives to make the room at HQCG more comfortable especially on
High Holidays.

JEWISH EDUCATION

The Hebrew and Jewish school curricula is focusing on Israel which is becoming 70
on May 14. Trina is planning to take the children to an old age home in May to
entertain residents. Trina also asked that Board members change her email address
to: lilikoiinn@gmail.com. In order to encourage the students to come to services,
the students are planning to sing a song at the April 28 shabbat service.

WEBSITE/NEWSLETTER

Alysa will change format of the Newsletters to PDF in order to make it compatible
for posting on the website.

Alan set up a clickable link to the website on email correspondence from KBS.
Elaine and Alan are continuing a page by page update to the website.

The website’s contact form is continually getting spam. Alan has spoken to Bernie
Bernstone and has come up with a verification “I am not a robot” checkbox which
should cut down on this spam.

Una requested that the Newsletter broadcast a request for new Board
members. We have 3 vacancies. Una also requested that the Newsletter
continue to request help every month with start up and clean up at Shabbat
services.

Alan noted that we have more than 500 addresses on our email list, which is close to
reaching the limit set by Gmail. With Bernie’s help Alan will start up a Mail Chimp
account that will handle up to 2000 emails. It allows automatic registration of new
listings that have been approved.

CEMETERY REPORT
Barry had nothing new to report.
BIKUR CHOLIM/SOCIAL COMMITTEE

Trina will reach out to Life Care Center or Regency for the students of the
Jewish and Hebrew school to perform music and songs honoring Israel
Independence Day.

High Holiday food bank contributions will be planned.
SHABBAT ACHREI MOT-KEDOSHIM April 28 10:30-2

Location: HQCG



Producer: Vic

Leader: Trina

Drash: possibly Yehuda Plaut

Challah: Elaine (Alan will bring)

Torah: Aviva Plaut/Vic
PESACH WRAPUP

The event was upbeat, food was good but the size of the venue was too small to
accommodate the number of reservations that could have been accepted. Barry
spoke to Amelia and she is willing to cater the event next year. A schedule of events
and Pesach related needs should be coordinated with Amelia next year. Pesach falls
in the middle of April next year and, like this year, falls on Good Friday. Finding a
bigger venue may mean eliminating church halls as they may have Good Friday
events. Royal Kona has a big ballroom overlooking the ocean. King Kamehameha
has been too expensive but Alysa has said the Assistant Manager can help reduce the
price for our group.

Alan has volunteered to chair a search for a more up to date Haggadah for next
year. Shari, Barry and Vic agreed to be on the committee who will meet by
email and Skype. Haggadot.com is a resource.

SHAVUOT May 18-20, 2018
Kabbalat Shabbat  Friday May 18, 2018 6:30
Location: Feldman’s home
Producer: Louise Feldman
potluck
SHABBAT BAMIDBAR Saturday May 19, 2018 10:30 - 3:30
Location: HQCG (this date has been verified with them)
Producer: Louise Feldman
Leader/drash: Rabbi Lev
SHAVUOT  Sunday May 20, 2018 10:00 - 2:00
Location: Aviva and Yehudah Plaut’s home
Leader: Rabbi Lev

Rabbi Lev is staying at Alysa 's home. He is renting a car.



FACILITIES - NEW LOCATION

With help setting up chairs and tables at HQCG, there is less urgency in finding a
permanent new location.

BIG ISLAND JEWISH EVENTS

Natalie Guerin is returning for a visit in July/August to the islands. She will be
invited to the July Shabbat.

Susan Gaeta, singer of Ladino and Sephardic music will be here in May. Could show
up at Plauts.

Barry’s band will be at Gertrude’s on April 22 from 4-7 p.m. The second set will be
dedicated to Israeli Independence Day with appropriate songs and folk dancing.
Cover charge is $5. PDF will be sent to Alan for posting on the website.

Alan reported on Goldie Lefkowitz’s talk in Hilo regarding her childhood growing up
in Nazi Germany. Goldie and Amber Aguirre’s mom who was in Auschwitz would be
2 sources for Holocaust Remembrance Day next year.

The next Board meeting will be on May 6, 2018, 10:00 a.m. at Alysa’s home, 75-
5354 Kalamona Rd. #1, Holualoa.

Meeting was adjourned at 11:30 a.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Nella Silverman

Secretary



