
 

 

Board	Minutes	

Kona	Beth	Shalom	

Board	of	Trustees	

June	3,	2018	

Alan	and	Nella	Silverman’s	home	

CALL	TO	ORDER	

Una	convened	the	meeting	at	10:11	a.m.	

TRUSTEES	PRESENT	

Joel	Gimpel,	Alan	Silverman,	Una	Greenaway,	Barry	Blum,	Marvin	Feldman,	Mike	
Bernstone,	Alysa	Freeman,	Vic	Greenspan,	Trina	Yerlick	and	Nella	Silverman.	

TRUSTEES	ABSENT	

Elaine	Dobinson,	Ruth	Ader,	Alice	Bratton,	Shari	Berman,	and	Vivienne	Aronowitz.	

THANKS	

Una	thanked	everyone	who	pitched	in	while	she	was	away.		Thanks	to	Louise	for	
producing	the	Shavuot	weekend	and	all	those	who	helped	with	making	it	a	
successful	weekend,	including	Rabbi	Lev.		

MINUTES	

Upon	motion	made	and	seconded,	the	minutes	of	the	May	Board	meeting	were	
approved	and	will	be	posted	on	the	website.	

TREASURER’S	REPORT	

An	approximate	$2,000	payment	was	sent	to	Neighborhood	Place	of	Puna	for	help	
needed	because	of	the	Kilauea	eruption.		A	small	amount	has	come	in	since	and	
another	check	will	be	sent	by	the	middle	of	this	month.		

The	final	payment	on	the	Jaffe	account	has	been	received.		Thanks	to	Mike	for	
keeping	after	them	to	pay.	Upon	motion	made	and	seconded,	the	treasurer’s	report	
was	approved.	

Marvin	noted	that	for	those	who	need	to	take	IRA	minimum	distributions,	there	is	a	
potential	tax	advantage	by	using	those	funds	for	charitable	contributions.	

COMMITTEE	REPORTS:	

FACILITIES	



 

 

Shabbat	at	Hawaiian	Queen	Coffee	Garden	(HQCG)	was	comfortable	with	the	use	of	
the	air	conditioning	and	the	ceiling	shade	to	keep	direct	sun	off	congregants.	There	
is	a	ladder	tall	enough	at	HQCG	to	put	up	the	shade.	There	are	35-40	spiral	bound	
siddurim	available	which	are	lighter	and	enough	for	the	usual	number	of	
congregants.	Review	of	facility	price	including	the	set	up	of	tables	and	chairs	seems	
to	be	affordable	for	the	congregation.		Nella	will	make	up	a	“to	do”	list	for	set	up	
and	break	down	of	the	kitchen	for	oneg	Shabbat.	

JEWISH	EDUCATION	

The	Hebrew	and	Jewish	school	students	played	piano	and	ukelele	and	sang	at	the	
Life	Care	Center	on	May	24.	The	new	school	session	will	start	September	13.	

“Shoshana,”	A	Life	Care	Center	resident,	asked	to	go	to	services.		Alysa	and	Trina	
will	follow	up	with	Life	Care	to	facilitate	this	request.		A	van	is	available	to	
residents.	A	suggestion	to	post	dates	of	services	on	the	Bulletin	Board	at	Life	
Care	(if	it’s	possible)	will	be	undertaken	by	Alysa.	

WEBSITE/NEWSLETTER	

Three	bios	are	still	needed	to	complete	the	Board	Member	information	page.	

The	e-commerce	site	on	the	website	worked	smoothly	with	the	KBS	Eruption	
Emergency	Fund	that	was	created.		Mike	has	easy	access	to	all	the	information	he	
needs.		This	has	been	a	welcome	addition	for	collecting	donations,	membership	fees,	
seder	reservations,	etc.	

Alan	has	created	a	North	Hawaii	Chavurah	(NHC)	Gmail	account	so	that	Vivienne	
will	be	able	to	send	and	receive	messages	to	her	NHC	and	although	it	is	linked	to	the	
KBS	mailing	list,	the	messages	sent	from	NHC	will	not	appear	to	have	come	from	
KBS.		This	should	help	clear	up	some	earlier	concerns	of	distinctions	between	NHC	
and	KBS	emails.	Una	thanked	Alan	for	his	time	creating	this	account	for	Vivienne.	

Before	High	Holidays	Alan	would	like	to	explore	the	possibility	of	live-
streaming	High	Holiday	services	on	Facebook.		Some	concerns	to	be	addressed	
include	whether	Rabbi	Lev	will	be	amenable	with	having	live-streaming,	whether	
Rabbi	Lev	is	amenable	that	the	focus	of	the	video	should	be	on	the	bima/rabbi,	and	
whether	it’s	possible	to	feed	video	through	our	website	rather	than	Facebook.		The	
general	consensus	was	that	live-streaming	was	not	against	KBS	general	religious	
guidelines.	Alan	will	give	a	report	next	Board	meeting.	

Alan	will	continue	to	learn	how	to	start	up	our	Mail	Chimp	account.	

CEMETERY	REPORT	

Mike	and	Barry	will	be	in	contact	with	the	Hilo	cemetery	to	check	on	status	of	
markers	at	all	burial	sites.	Important:	When	a	burial	occurs,	the	KBS	contact	person	
should	get	all	personal	contact	family	information	so	that	follow	up	is	easier.	



 

 

Discussion	followed	without	decision	regarding	amending	the	cemetery	contract	to	
establish	a	monetary	penalty	for	failure	of	the	deceased’s	family	to	install	a	
permanent	headstone	within	one	year	of	the	burial.	

KBS	received	an	email	from	Hawaii	Eco-Casket	(*Pine)	Resource	that	could	be	a	
resource	for	our	congregation.	Barry	said	he	would	look	into	it.		The	email	is	
attached	at	the	end	of	the	minutes.			

BIKUR	CHOLIM/SOCIAL	COMMITTEE	

See	Treasurer’s	Report	re	funds	for	KBS	Evacuation	Emergency	Fund.	

See	Jewish	Education	for	Trina	and	Alysa’s	work	with	Life	Care	Center.	

There	was	a	consensus	of	the	Board	to	have	donations	to	the	Food	Basket	be	part	of	
our	High	Holiday	activities.	

OLD	BUSINESS	

NORTH	HAWAII	CHAVURAH	

Both	Alysa	and	Trina	reached	out	to	Vivienne	to	encourage	her	to	resume	attending	
Board	meetings.		Trina	reported	Vivienne	said	she	“needed	to	take	a	break.	“	Trina	
attended	NHC’s	Friday	night	services	in	May	at	the	Mauna	Kea	Beach	Hotel	and	
showed	pictures	of	the	signage	that	indicates	it	is	an	event	put	on	only	by	North	
Hawaii	Chavurah.	

SHABBAT	CHUKAT	 June	23,	2018		 10:30	a.m.	

	 Location:	 HQCG	

	 Leader:	 Barry	–	late	update:	confirmed	

	 Drash:		 Marvin	

	 Torah:		 Vic	

	 Challah:	 Nella	

	 Producer:	 Una	

Rabbi	Rachel	is	unavailable	for	the	near	future	to	be	asked	to	participate	in	our	
services	as	she	is	busy	with	helping	with	Puna	evacuation	efforts.	

SHAVUOT	WRAP	UP	

Alysa	(as	well	as	others	who	have	hosted)	found	no	communication	with	Rabbi	Lev	
until	she	called	on	the	day	he	was	to	have	arrived.	After	discussion,	it	was	suggested	
texting	or	calling	Rabbi	Lev	might	be	the	best	way	to	communicate	with	him.	



 

 

Friday	evening	Shabbat	dinner	was	a	last-minute	success	with	17	people	attending	
at	the	Feldman	house,	many	only	RSVP-ing	that	day.	Barry	described	the	Plaut’s	
Sunday	event	as	“very	open	and	pleasant.”	Alysa’s	daughter	showed	up	for	a	one-on-
one	with	Rabbi	Lev	on	Sunday.		Trina	thought	there	would	be	more	participation	
when	the	Rabbi	returns	for	the	next	visit.		She	said	time	should	be	scheduled	for	this	
interaction	at	High	Holidays.	

HIGH	HOLIDAYS	

Shari	will	be	here	in	Kona	but	unsure	if	there	has	been	any	communication	between	
her	and	Rabbi	Lev.	

Una	asked	if	Barry	would	write	the	annual	Newsletter.		He	suggested	working	with	
Alysa	who	is	doing	the	monthly	Newsletters	to	coordinate	this	task.			

A	location	for	the	Rabbi’s	dinner	with	Board	members	was	discussed,	but	no	place	
was	agreed	upon.	

FACILITIES	FOR	NEXT	SEDER	

Alan	will	try	to	reserve	the	Events	Pavilion	at	“Old	A”..		This	spot	has	not	been	
agreed	upon	for	the	site	of	the	seder	but	we	have	no	site	reserved	as	yet.	Late	
update:	Events	Pavilion	has	been	reserved	and	refundable	deposit	paid.	

Mai	Grille	in	Waikoloa	at	King’s	Golf	Course	owned	by	chef	Allen	Hess	will	be	
approached	as	a	possibility	for	the	seder.	Mike	and	Barry	noted	the	venue	was	
large	and	open,	overlooking	the	golf	course.	

NEW	BUSINESS	

SUSAN	GAETA	

Barry	suggested	that	the	next	time	Susan	Gaeta	comes	to	Kona	could	be	an	
opportunity	for	KBS	to	sponsor	an	event	to	showcase	her	Sephardic	singing.		He	
gave	out	a	couple	of	her	CD’s	for	the	Board’s	consideration.	

MEDIATION	(on	Agenda)	FACILITATION	

Una	thinks	the	Board	needs	facilitation	in	order	to	resolve	some	issues	that	are	
troubling	the	Board.		Una	feels	that	the	congregation	is	currently	at	a	very	fragile	
place.		If	we	go	forward	with	this,	there	would	have	to	be	Board	members	
committed	to	showing	up,	not	saying	they	are	going	to	show	up	and	then	dropping	
out	at	the	last	minute.		A	discussion	regarding	what	we	want	to	get	out	of	this	
session	came	up	with:	cleansing	and	healing,	facilitating	what	we	want	to	
accomplish,	smoothing	past	difficulties	and	avoiding	future	problems,	term	limits	
for	Board	members.		Everyone	should	have	input	drafting	an	agenda	for	the	
“facilitation”	meeting.	Una	will	be	the	primary	coordinator	of	this	event.		A	
motion	was	made	and	seconded	that	we	try	to	locate	a	facilitator	(Alysa	would	
contact	West	Hawaii	Mediation	Center,	a	free	service)	to	help	us	communicate	



 

 

effectively,	help	conflict	resolution,	and	clear	up	past	difficulties.		This	should	occur	
on	a	Sunday	in	lieu	of	a	Board	meeting.		This	motion	passed	with	three	abstentions.	
Nella	thanked	the	long	term	Board	members	for	keeping	KBS	together	for	a	place	to	
worship	with	no	home,	no	rabbi,	and	no	cantor	for	years.	

The	next	Board	meeting	will	be	on	July	8,	2018,	10:00	a.m.	at	Alan	and	Nella’s	
home	unless	otherwise	notified.	

Meeting	was	adjourned	at	11:40	a.m.		

Respectfully	submitted,		

Nella	Silverman	

Secretary	

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

From: Cortney Gusick <aloha@pahikicaskets.com> 
Subject: Hawaii Eco-Casket (*Pine) Resource 
 
Message Body: 
Aloha,   
 
This is Cortney, founder of Pāhiki Eco-Caskets 
(LLC) a locally sourced & crafted, biodegradable 
casket company in Waimanalo.  
 
We make caskets with 100% reclaimed (Norfolk Pine) 
Hawaiian wood--otherwise destined for a landfill. 
We believe wholeheartedly in providing affordable 
and environmentally neutral caskets available to 
any and all.  
 
Pāhiki crafts *only* with untreated (Norfolk Pine & 
other) wood, dowels, and non-toxic glue. Nothing 
more--only that which Mother Nature can happily 
digest.  
 
We would love for you to peruse our website and/or 
discuss in person how we might serve your 
congregation's needs.  
 
Website: www.pahikicaskets.com 
Instagram: @pahikicaskets 
Phone: (808) 542-7691 
 
Mahalo nui,  
 
Cortney Gusick 


