Board Minutes
Kona Beth Shalom
Board of Trustees
August 5, 2018
Joel Gimpel’s home
CALL TO ORDER
Una convened the meeting at 10:12 a.m.
TRUSTEES PRESENT

Joel Gimpel, Alan Silverman, Una Greenaway, Barry Blum, Marvin Feldman, Mike
Bernstone, Alysa Freeman, Trina Yerlick, Elaine Dobinson, Ruth Ader, Vic
Greenspan and Nella Silverman.

TRUSTEES ABSENT
Alice Bratton, Shari Berman, and Vivienne Aronowitz.
THANKS

Una thanked Joel and Jan Rae for hosting the Board meeting and thanked those
attending and helping at the last Shabbat.

MINUTES

Upon motion made and seconded, the minutes of the July Board meeting were
approved and will be posted on the website.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Mike sent out the Treasurer’s report before the meeting. The 2018 Emergency
Eruption Fund has now had a total of $3,000 donated.

It was suggested and approved that the envelopes for donations on the check-in
table at High Holidays be pre-stamped.

Upon motion made and seconded, the treasurer’s report was approved.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
FACILITIES

Hawaiian Queen Coffee Garden (HQCG) is working well for Shabbat services. There
was a question about how hot the facility was at the beginning. Doors had been left
open to the garage and kitchen back door was open, which allowed cool air to



escape. Setup crew should be aware of isolating the seating area as much as
possible with window and door closures to facilitate air cooling.

The Building Committee met to bring Arnie Rabin, realtor, into the committee. KBS
wants to keep as many options open as possible but go for the ideal. The geographic
area would be central Kona from King Kamehameha III to Ka’iminani and from the
coast to the upper Mamalahoa Highway. It was discussed that we could extend the
area further north near the airport or Palamanui. Our resources show we have close
to $200,000 in the building fund and our expenses per month should not exceed
$700. Arnie was not in favor of looking for rental properties. Committee members
were encouraged that the USDA has grants and low interest loans for educational
(our Jewish and Hebrew school) purposes that don’t exclude religious organizations.
[t was suggested that Hawaii Community Foundation has funds available. Someone
on the committee will have to check if they give to religious organizations. It
was decided that we should start a building fund drive after we have a property. It
was felt we had enough funding to start the process, perhaps to buy land with road
access but no building. We will see what Arnie can find.

JEWISH EDUCATION

Trina will contact a family with two older grade school children that might be
interested in Jewish school this fall. Trina was asked to create a press release
about the new session starting September 13 so that Michael can put it in the

paper.
WEBSITE/NEWSLETTER

Alan said he had received positive responses to his Youtube video that he posted on
the website and Facebook page of Goldie Lefkowitz’s reminisces of her growing up
in Nazi Germany from her visit last Shabbat.

Alan also wants to start a monthly podcast on Facebook that would describe the
next Shabbat parsha and/or about upcoming events.

CEMETERY REPORT

Barry has completed the new agreement for those needing a spot in the Jewish
section of Homelani Memorial Park in Hilo. This agreement is the form people will
need to sign. A PDF will be available in Board Documents on the website. The
informational booklet is already available on the public portion of the website.
Barry (Cemetery Committee Chair), Una Greenaway (President) and/or Michael
Bernstone (Treasurer) will be the responsible contacts to get this form signed.
Chevra kadisha services in Kona are still problematic as Kona Community Hospital,
the only site appropriate for this, was not happy with the length of time needed.

Vic has volunteered to make two wooden coffins with pegs, not nails, that he
will keep at his property.



There still has been no payment by the family of the last missing marker at
Homelani. Una said all we can do, since there is no legal recourse, is to continue to
be in contact and repeat our payment request.

BIKUR CHOLIM/SOCIAL COMMITTEE

Una let the Board know that Ari Gildener passed. There was an obituary in
Saturday’s West Hawaii Today (WHT).

After a suggestion from Goldie Lefkowitz, Nella brought up the fact we don’t have a
welcome letter for new members. The Board agreed that this was a good idea. Nella
will write up a draft to have ready for new members by the High Holidays.

Elaine made a motion to thank Goldie Lefkowitz with an honorary lifetime
membership to our congregation. The motion was seconded and the Board
approved the motion.

SHABBAT KI TEITZEI August 25,2018 10:30 a.m.

Location: HQCG

Leader: Aviva Plaut/Una

Drash: Marvin

Torah: Vic/Aviva - Torah is at Aviva’'s home
Challah: Nella/Alan

Setup: Enough Board members available
Producer: Una

Una will remember to ask congregants for help with clean up.
OLD BUSINESS
HIGH HOLIDAYS
Producer: Una for all holiday events except for morning of Yom Kippur.
Vic will produce Yom Kippur morning.

Una will send out a letter to the usual cooks that contribute to break the fast at
Yom Kippur and Rosh Hashanah.

Barry asked for review of dates, times and places of High Holiday and Simchat Torah
events for the annual newsletter. The time for Children’s service will start at 5 pm
on Friday, 9/14/18, followed by Tashlich at 5:30 and Kabbalat Shabbat at 6.

Shabbat Shuvah will be held at the Plauts at 10:30 a.m. Simchat Torah will be from



4-7 pm, which allows us an hour to set up. The Annual Meeting will be held at Ruth
Ader’s home on Sunday, 10/7/18 at 10:30 a.m.

The location of the Meet the Rabbi brunch on Sunday 9/16 at 11 am is still to be
decided. Ruth Ader will ask on Monday when she is at Lava Java to see if their
upstairs room is available and how much it will cost for between 28-30 people with
a restricted menu of no pork or shellfish, buffet will be OK. Una will call Daylight
Mind to see about availability and cost.

Mike will produce a press release for the High Holidays to start in the WHT in
early September.

ANNUAL NEWSLETTER

Barry asked all who attended the Board meeting if they were up for renewal if they
still wanted to be part of the Board and all did. Una will call Herb Weiss to see if
he would like to be part of the Board.

FACILITATION

The Sunday, September 12 date for mediation is still not confirmed. Una will ask to
start at noon or if that’s not available to have a Monday, September 13 date. When a
time has been decided, Una will let Alan know and he will ask for Kona Palisades
Pavilion. Itlooks from the Pavilion calendar that either date would be available.
Giovanna will be the mediator.

The next Board meeting will be on September 2, 2018, 10:00 a.m. at Alan and
Nella’s home.

Meeting was adjourned at 11:38 a.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Nella Silverman

Secretary



