
Board Minutes 

Kona Beth Shalom 

Board of Trustees 

September 2, 2018 

Alan and Nella’s home 

CALL TO ORDER 

Una convened the meeting at 10:04 a.m. 

TRUSTEES PRESENT 

Joel Gimpel, Alan Silverman, Una Greenaway,  Alice Bratton, Marvin Feldman, Alysa 
Freeman, Elaine Dobinson, Ruth Ader, and Nella Silverman. 

TRUSTEES ABSENT 

Shari Berman, Barry Blum, Mike Bernstone, Trina Yerlick, Vic Greenspan and Vivienne 
Aronowitz. 

OTHERS PRESENT 

Louise Feldman 

THANKS 

Una and the Board felt thankful for no vog and for Kona side not being hit by Hurricane 
Lane. 

MINUTES 

Upon motion made and seconded, the minutes of the August Board meeting were 
approved and will be posted on the website. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Mike is off island and will submit a Treasurer’s report when he returns. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

FACILITIES 

Hawaiian Queen Coffee Garden (HQCG) has been asked to set up for 50 people for Rosh 
Hashanah.  The machzorim are already stored in our space there. 



Arnie Rabin found a Sotheby property about a half mile up on Old Mamalahoa Highway 
from where it crosses Palani Road that meets our criteria.  It’s being offered at $269,000.  
Arnie thinks we should offer $200,000 to the Kanuha Trust that’s selling the property 
with the incentive that since we are a religious organization it will be able to use the loss 
for tax write-off.  Marvin, as representative of the Building Committee, moved to make 
an initial offer up to $200,000 for the property with appropriate contingencies, including 
grant of a special permit and the raising of  adequate funding. The motion was seconded.  
There needs to be a special permit from the County so that a shul could be built because 
the property is Ag.  We would also need to have a site plan and a posting of intended use 
at the property. The costs to pursue this bid are a $500 application fee for the special 
permit and an additional $300-500 needed for a site plan.  There was a discussion of the 
adequacy of space for parking, building size, etc., as well as what would be needed to 
accomplish the finished task of building a shul. The motion passed.  Barry in an email 
had asked that he be an abstention if a vote on this property was considered.  Una asked 
Marvin to notify Mike immediately by email of the results of this vote.   

Elaine asked if there were any other properties that were available.  The school across the 
street (Makua Lani) has moved out.  The buildings are in unlivable condition. It is a 
DLNR leasehold. It was noted that a teardown is much easier to rebuild than new 
construction.  The committee was asked to look into the particulars of this property and 
report back to the Board.   

JEWISH EDUCATION 

Nothing new to report. Trina is off island. 

 WEBSITE/NEWSLETTER 

Una and Vivienne will need to be trained in Mail Chimp to be able to initiate mailings. 

CEMETERY REPORT 

Barry contacted the sister of the unmarked grave in Beit Hashamayim in Homelani 
Estates in Hilo.  The sister did respond but had thought she had paid Chabad for all 
services.   

BIKUR CHOLIM/SOCIAL COMMITTEE 

Alysa will pick up Food Basket bin to be available at Rosh Hashanah. 

Nella will write a letter for Una’s signature to give Goldie Lefkowitz a lifetime honorary 
membership to KBS. 

OLD BUSINESS 

HIGH HOLIDAYS 



 Producers:  Una for all holiday events except for morning of Yom Kippur.   

   Vic will produce Yom Kippur morning. 

   Trina will produce Tashlich service.  Louise will be in touch with 
Trina when she returns to give her an outline of what was done last year.  Alice will bring 
a challah. 

Jan Rae will bring apples and honey for both Rosh Hashanah services.  Elaine and late 
update: Joan Jackson will bring honey cake.  Nella will bring wine and grape juice that 
have been previously purchased. Aviva will make round challahs for Rosh Hashanah and 
Shabbat Shuvah.  Una has a list of cooks who will bring main dishes for Break the Fast.  
KBS contribution to Break Fast: Alan and Nella will buy Costco bagels, lox, cream 
cheese, tomatoes, onions, etc. 

Copies of the Annual Newsletter will be printed and be available at the registration desk.  
Stamped envelopes addressed to Mike with a printed application form enclosed will also 
be available. Louise, Ruth, Elaine will share duties of manning the registration desk. 
Alan will bring signs for the desk “Tickets” with the amounts. 

The location of the Meet the Rabbi brunch on Sunday 9/16 at 9 am is at Royal Kona 
Resort.  We will be seated at a lanai off the dining room. 

MEDIATION 

 Location:  To be determined, HQCG too expensive 

 Date/time: Saturday September 29 10:30-12:30 

NEXT MEETING 

The Annual Meeting of Members will be on October 7, 2018, beginning at 10:00 a.m. at 
Ruth Ader’s home.  It will be followed by a short Board meeting. 

Meeting was adjourned at 12:08 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted,  

Nella Silverman 

Secretary 


