
Minutes	

Kona	Beth	Shalom	

Board	of	Trustees	

December	9,	2018	

Alan	and	Nella’s	home	

	

CALL	TO	ORDER	

Alan	Silverman	convened	the	meeting	at	10:07	a.m.	

TRUSTEES	PRESENT	

Joel	Gimpel,	Alan	Silverman,	Alysa	Freeman,	Barry	Blum,	Mike	Bernstone,	Alice	
Bratton,	Trina	Yerlick,	Elaine	Dobinson,	Vic	Greenspan	and	Nella	Silverman.	

TRUSTEES	ABSENT	

Shari	Berman,	Una	Greenaway,	Ruth	Ader,	Marvin	Feldman	and	Vivienne	Aronowitz.	

MISHEBERACH	

Misheberach	was	sung	to	all	who	are	suffering:	Una	who	has	a	broken	wrist,	Trina	
and	her	mom	who	are	not	feeling	well	and	Elaine	who	has	a	wound.	

Thanks	to	all	who	helped	make	the	Chanukah	party	a	success.		Thanks	to	Alysa	for	
organizing	the	collection	of	toys	-	a	trunkful	was	collected	-	and	for	delivering	them	
to	Neighborhood	Place	of	Kona.	

MINUTES	

Upon	motion	made	and	seconded,	the	minutes	of	the	November	Board	meeting	
were	approved.		

TREASURER’S	REPORT	

Mike	received	a	thank	you	letter	and	donation	from	Roz	and	Alan	Bornstein	who	
came	to	our	last	Board	meeting	so	that	a	minyan	could	be	present	to	say	kaddish	for	
Roz’s	mother,	Vivian	Adatto.		

Our	cost	net	of	receipt	for	the	party	was	around	$500.		Six	new	renewals	of	
membership	have	been	received	this	month.	Upon	motion	made	and	seconded,	the	
treasurer’s	report	was	approved.	

COMMITTEE	REPORTS:	

FACILITIES	



Alan	has	written	a	letter	to	Farley	at	Hawaiian	Queen	Coffee	Garden	(HQCG)	with	a	
list	of	Shabbats	for	the	year	2019	as	well	as	dates	for	High	Holy	Days.	Shabbat	dates	
have	a	10	a.m.	start	time.		Further	dates	regarding	other	holidays	will	be	sent	when	
those	dates	are	confirmed.		Alan	will	send	the	list	of	dates	that	have	been	
requested	as	well	as	possible	other	holiday	dates	to	the	Board	so	that	decisions	can	
be	made	at	the	next	Board	meeting.	

Makua	Lani‘s	lease	on	their	property	in	Holualoa	will	end	in	April.		The	lease	will	be	
returned	to	Department	of	Land	and	Natural	Resources	(DLNR)	in	April.		Vic,	who	
has	looked	at	the	property,	noted	that	the	buildings	have	not	had	a	termite	
inspection	for	30	years	and	are	in	a	deplorable	state.	He	was	informed	that	others	
(unknown)	are	also	interested	in	the	property.	A	real	budget	regarding	costs	of	
construction,	bringing	buildings	up	to	code,	etc.	will	have	to	be	worked	out	before	
we	place	a	bid.		Vic	and	Una	will	keep	finding	out	answers	to	the	Board’s	questions,	
such	as,	about	security	(gates	and	lighting),	neighbors	near	the	property,	handicap	
and	safety	requirements.	

JEWISH	EDUCATION	

Last	2	classes	of	the	year	are	coming	up.		The	second	semester	will	start	in	the	2nd	
week	of	January.	Trina	thanked	Alysa	for	helping	with	classes	while	she	was	away.	
Trina	talked	to	a	prospective	student	that	came	to	the	Chanukah	party.	

WEBSITE/NEWSLETTER	

Elaine	noticed	the	website	was	not	displaying	properly	so	Alan	and	Bernie	
Bernstone	have	been	working	to	fix	it.		Mike	would	like	to	get	the	Amazon	Smile	
clickable	link	to	display	on	the	website	and	will	forward	the	information	to	Alan.	
Barry	asked	how	to	forward	Mailchimp	emails	(such	as	the	newletter).		Alan	will	
write	out	directions	but	basically	it’s	clicking	on	the	top	of	the	display	where	it	
says	“copy	in	new	window”	and	then	saving	it	as	a	PDF.	

Alan	is	in	the	process	of	closing	Morty	Breier’s	old	web	page	for	Kona	Beth	Shalom	
since	it	caused	confusion	about	how	to	get	in	touch	with	us.		Karen	Breier,	Morty’s	
widow,	has	been	contacted	and	approves	the	closing	of	the	website.		Barry	would	
like	a	copy	(thumb	drive)	of	the	old	website	if	possible.	

CEMETERY	REPORT	

All	current	brochures	have	been	posted	on	the	website.	

A	check	has	been	issued	to	pay	for	the	stone	marker	for	the	unmarked	grave	at	
Homelani.	The	stone	will	eventually	be	delivered	to	Hilo.		

BIKUR	CHOLIM/SOCIAL	COMMITTEE	

Alysa	took	a	photo	of	the		100+	holiday	gifts	donated	at	the	Chanukah	party	and	
will	pass	it	onto	to	Alan	to	put	on	the	website.		She	hopes	this	will	become	a	new	
tradition	to	include	at	our	Chanukah	party.	



Alysa	is	looking	to	have	another	community	project	between	now	and	High	Holy	
Days.		Martin	Luther	King	day:	encouraged	to	do	service	projects?	Beach	clean	up?	
She	asked	for	input.	

ELECTION	OF	OFFICERS	

It	was	moved	and	seconded	that	we	call	a	special	meeting	of	membership	to	
approve	the	annual	budget	for	2018-19	and	elect	Board	officers	for	2018-19.		The	
meeting	will	be	conducted	by	email.	To	comply	with	the	bylaws,	these	two	votes	
should	have	been	performed	at	the	Annual	Meeting	in	October.		Alan	will	create	a	
letter	that	needs	to	be	sent	10	days	before	the	membership	special	meeting.	Votes	
by	25%	of	the	membership	will	be	needed	to	have	a	valid	outcome.	The	vote	was	8	
to	2,	motion	passed.	

ISRAEL	CONSUL	VISIT	

KBS	was	contacted	by	Los	Angeles	consulate	after	we	had	received	notification	by	
Chabad	that	they	were	sponsoring	this	visit	at	last	Shabbat.		The	Consul	wanted	us	
to	be	joint	sponsors.	Eitan	Weiss,	senior	diplomat	of	the	Western	US,	will	be	coming	
to	the	Western	Governor’s	Association	meeting	at	the	Fairmont	Orchid.		He	will	
make	time	to	visit	our	local	Jewish	community	and	provide	an	informational	talk	as	
well	as	take	questions	from	the	audience.		There	will	be	no	media	coverage,	but	he	
will	give	separate	one-on-one	news	media	interviews.	We	will	split	the	cost	of	the	
event,	around	$100,	with	Chabad.		Chabad	will	provide	refreshments.		It	will	take	
place	Tuesday,	December	11,	at	5:30	p.m.	at	HQCG.		There	will	be	a	parking	
attendant.	Vic	will	be	at	the	gate	with	security	to	help	identify	guests.		Reservations	
are	requested.	

TORAH	RESTORATION	

Rabbi	Druin	will	be	coming	to	Hawaii	on	or	about	February	11.		His	schedule	is	still	
in	the	planning	stages.		The	cost	of	having	him	come	to	our	island	would	be	$3,000	
as	well	as	some	of	his	airfare.	His	fee	would	include	inspection	and	repair	of	the	
Torah	as	well	as	training	our	members	to	handle	certain	repairs.	According	to	Mike,	
the	Scrolls	Trust	agreement	makes	KBS	responsible	for	repair	and	upkeep	of	the	
Torah.		Discussion	ensued	of	whether	we	could	make	it	a	fundraising	event	to	
recoup	the	costs.	A	motion	was	made,	seconded	and	approved	to	authorize	the	
Torah	Restoration	Committee	to	proceed	with	planning	for	Rabbi	Druin	to	repair	
our	Torah	including	issues	regarding	other	later	dates	available,	cost	sharing	with	
other	organizations,	fundraiser	possibility,	Rabbi	Druin’s	time	frame	availability	and	
a	location	for	this	event.	The	committee	should	report	back	to	the	Board	by	
email	by	December	28.	

RABBI	DANIEL	2019		

According	to	Una,	Rabbi	Daniel	has	agreed	to	come	for	January	2019	shabbat,	
Shavuot	and	High	Holidays.			



Priscilla	Kostiner	is	available	in	January	to	conduct	or	participate	in	services.	Alan	
will	check	with	Una	to	see	if	we	can	fit	Rabbi	Lev	into	a	different	date	perhaps	
in	February	when	Rabbi	Druin	is	here	or	for	February	Shabbat	services.	

SHABBAT	VAYECHI	 	 December	22,	2018	 	 10:30	a.m.	

	 Location:	 	 HQCG	

	 Leader/drash:	 Shari	Berman	

	 Torah:		 	 Vic/Aviva	

	 Challah:	 	 Alice	

CHANUKAH	

Many	of	the	Board	felt	a	change	of	venue	was	needed	for	this	event	as	the	Hale	
Halawai	has	terrible	acoustics	and	lighting.		Elks	Club	was	brought	up	by	Arnie	
Rabin	but	was	not	deemed	suitable	by	the	Board.	Suggestions	for	possible	venues	
include:	Kealakekua	West	Hawaii	Community	Health	Center,	Outdoor	Circle,	Old	A	
Events	Pavilion,	Imin	Center,	Waimea	Town	Hall	across	from	Kahilu	Theater,	school	
cafetoriums	(no	kitchen	facilities),	Royal	Kona	Resort	small	room	open	to	the	ocean.	

A	revisit	of	the	type	of	Chanukah	party	perhaps	with	less	being	more	appropriate.	

NEXT	MEETING	

The	next	Board	meeting	will	be	on	January	6,	2019,	beginning	at	10:00	a.m.	at	
Alysa’s	home.		

Meeting	was	adjourned	at	12:12	p.m.		

Respectfully	submitted,		

Nella	Silverman	

Secretary	

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


