
Minutes	

Kona	Beth	Shalom	

Board	of	Trustees	

November	4,	2018	

Alysa’s	home	

CALL	TO	ORDER	

Una	convened	the	meeting	at	10:00	a.m.	

TRUSTEES	PRESENT	

Joel	Gimpel,	Alan	Silverman,	Una	Greenaway,		Alysa	Freeman,	Barry	Blum,	Mike	
Bernstone,	Trina	Yerlick,	Vic	Greenspan	Ruth	Ader,	and	Nella	Silverman.	

TRUSTEES	ABSENT	

Shari	Berman,	Alice	Bratton,	Elaine	Dobinson,	Marvin	Feldman	and	Vivienne	
Aronowitz.	

OTHERS	PRESENT	

Aviva	Plaut	

THANKS	

Thanks	to	all	who	helped	create	and	participated	in	the	memorial	service	for	the	
Tree	of	Life	Synagogue	of	Pittsburgh,	PA.		See	attached	booklet.	

Thanks	to	Alysa	for	opening	her	home	for	the	Board	meeting.	

MINUTES	

Upon	motion	made	and	seconded,	the	minutes	of	the	October	Board	meeting	were	
approved	as	amended.		The	election	of	officers	for	the	coming	year	should	have	been	
approved	at	the	annual	meeting	but	were	erroneously	and	thus	ineffectively	done	at	
the	Board	meeting	that	followed.		Election	of	officers	will	have	to	be	approved	at	the	
next	annual	meeting.	

TREASURER’S	REPORT	

Mike	sent	out	the	Treasurer’s	report	before	the	meeting.	We	now	have	
approximately	33	family	units	paid	for	the	next	year.		Twenty-nine	families	have	not	
renewed.	Mike	plans	to	send	out	reminder	letters.	The	people	who	have	not	
renewed	are	mostly	non-year-round	residents.	Also	tax	laws	have	changed	which	
may	have	impacted	those	who	did	not	renew.	Upon	motion	made	and	seconded,	the	
treasurer’s	report	was	approved.	



COMMITTEE	REPORTS:	

FACILITIES	

Makua	Lani	has	not	decided	whether	they	will	keep	their	property	up	on	Old	
Mamalahoa	Highway.		Una,	chairman	of	the	building	committee,	will	investigate	if	
DLNR	or	Makua	Lani	has	the	authority	to	hand	over	the	lease.	Before	we	decide	to	
accept	the	lease,	we	will	have	to	understand	what	costs	we	will	incur,	such	as,	
liability	insurance,	getting	the	building	and	property	up	to	code.	

JEWISH	EDUCATION	

Classes	have	started	with	5	students.		Trina	is	going	away	for	two	weeks	but	there	
are	2	moms	willing	to	cover	for	her.		Trina	successfully	negotiated	pricing	with	the	
newest	family	which	means	2	new	students	are	participating	this	year.		

WEBSITE/NEWSLETTER	

Elaine	has	been	helping	to	update	the	calendar.	Barry	noted	the	new	front	page	with	
Tree	of	Life	and	Stronger	than	Hate	logos	were	beautiful.		It	will	be	taken	down	after	
shiva	concludes.	Bernie	Bernstone	has	been	helping	this	week	with	problems	on	
website.	Alan	is	still	planning	to	type	out	directions	for	sending	informational	
letters	out	on	Mail	Chimp.		There	was	a	question	whether	we	have	the	new	funeral	
forms	on	line.		Barry	will	check	and	make	them	available	for	Alan	to	post	on	the	
website.	

CEMETERY	REPORT	

Barry	now	has	the	name	of	the	woman	buried	without	a	marker	at	Homelani	Estates	
in	Hilo.		The	sister	has	agreed	to	pay	$500	for	the	stone.		KBS	will	probably	need	to	
take	$500	from	our	burial	fund	to	pay	the	rest.		Barry	has	a	contact	to	have	the	
marker	engraved	in	New	Jersey	and	Wade	Towata,	Manager	of	Homelani	Estates,	
has	agreed	to	install	the	stone	for	free	when	it	arrives	in	Hilo.	

BIKUR	CHOLIM/SOCIAL	COMMITTEE	

Alysa	has	arranged	with	Neighborhood	Place	of	Kona	to	give	us	an	age	range	for	
gifts	which	should	be	worth	around	$10-$15	apiece	for	Christmas	distribution.		
Alysa	will	bring	a	big	basket	to	hold	the	presents	that	will	be	collected	at	the	
Chanukah	party.	

With	Hawaiian	Queen	Coffee	Garden	(HQCG)	providing	their	space	for	free	for	the	
memorial	to	the	victims	of	Tree	of	Life	Synagogue,	it	was	suggested	and	approved	
that	Alan	and	Nella	will	take	care	of	getting	a	gift	basket	to	Farley	Jones,	office	
manager,	and	to	send	a	restaurant	coupon	to	Chuck	and	Miyumi	Fruman,	caretakers	
of	the	facility.	Una	will	also	write	a	letter	to	the	newspaper	thanking	them	for	their	
generosity.		



Mike	was	given	the	donation	to	Kona	Beth	Shalom	that	was	given	by	an	attendee	of	
the	Tree	of	Life	Synagogue	memorial.		It	will	be	given	to	Hebrew	Immigrant	Aid	
Society	(HIAS).		After	discussion,	it	was	agreed	that	the	website	would	have	HIAS,	
Anti-Defamation	League	(ADL)	and	funds	that	have	been	set	up	to	help	the	victims	
as	suggestions	if	anyone	wants	to	give.		We	will	not	set	up	a	fund	to	funnel	through	
our	synagogue	treasury	for	this	tragedy.		

OLD	BUSINESS	

SHABBAT	VAYISHLACH	 November	24,	2018	 	 10:30	a.m	

	 Location:	 HQCG	

	 Leader:	 Vivienne	and	Aviva	

	 Drash:		 Herb	Weiss	

	 Torah:		 Vic	and	Aviva	

	 Challah:	 Nella	

TORAH	RESTORATION	

Judy	Steinman	has	notified	us	that	Rabbi	Druin	will	be	back	in	Hawaii	in	February,	
2019,	to	give	instruction	on	how	to	make	simple	repairs	of	the	torah	scroll	and/or	to	
be	available	as	a	sofer	for	corrections.		After	discussion,	Joel	made	a	motion	that	
Aviva	should	contact	Rabbi	Druin	and	make	arrangements	for	him	to	visit	us	with	
plans	to	repair	our	torah.	The	motion	was	seconded	and	passed.	Aviva	has	been	
investigating	how	we	might	be	able	to	better	care	for	our	Torah	when	we	first	see	
any	fraying	of	the	parchment.		Vic	and	Aviva	will	make	plans	to	do	a	thorough	
review	of	the	condition	of	the	torah.		Mike	will	check	with	Scrolls	Trust	to	see	if	they	
have	guidelines	for	repairs	to	the	torah.	The	torah	usually	remains	at	the	Plaut’s	
residence,	which	complies	with	the	ideal	of	temperature	(up	to	75ºF)	and	humidity	
(45-55mmHg).	Our	regular	use	of	the	torah	also	is	optimum	for	its	continued	good	
health	of	the	parchment.		

CHANUKAH	

Barry	prepared	a	Party	Planning	sheet	to	be	included	on	the	website.		See	the	
addendum	for	a	copy.	We	were	able	to	obtain	six	athletic	young	guys	from	a	youth	
group	who	will	set	up	and	take	down	tables	and	chairs	at	the	event	to	raise	funds	for	
their	charitable	organization.	The	two	woofers	at	Trina’s	may	be	able	to	help	us	in	
the	kitchen	from	3	–	7	pm.		Joan	Jackson	and	Marilyn	Anderson	will	man	the	
entrance	table.		Alan	will	get	a	release	to	the	newspaper.		Barry	will	write	an	email	
for	the	congregants,	which	Alan	will	send	out	on	Mail	Chimp.	Barry	will	get	posters	
prepared	at	Bill	Caputo’s	Spotlight.	Barry	will	prepare	invitations.	Alysa	will	be	
sure	they	are	distributed	to	the	children	at	Hebrew	school.	Barry	will	draw	up	the	
floor	plan	where	he	would	like	the	tables	to	be	set	up.		Ruth	will	man	the	KBS	
Chanukah	table	to	sell	decorations,	candles,	etc.	She	will	be	the	home	store	for	



people	buying	items	off	KBS	internet	store.	Una	still	has	gelt	from	last	year	in	her	
cool	room.		She	will	check	their	freshness	and	bring	them	(all	being	good)	to	Alan	
and	Nella’s	before	she	leaves	for	the	mainland.	Trina	has	some	small	plastic	
menorahs	that	can	be	used.		Late	update:	the	tickets	were	found	at	Ruth’s	house.	
Vivienne	will	be	asked	to	order	the	latkes	from	Daylight	Mind.	Vic	and	possibly	
Alan	Pollok	will	man	the	dreidle	table.	Ann	Rothstein	will	not	be	there.	Alan	will	set	
up	the	audio	system.	Ruth	has	all	the	materials	stored	at	her	house	for	decorating	
Hale	Halewai	as	well	as	a	bag	full	of	dreidles	and	candles.	Mike	will	provide	KBS	
information	flyers	and	some	change	for	the	entrance	table.	

Una	wanted	tickets	to	be	$10/adult	admission,	$5/latke	plate	for	everyone,	free	
admission	for	members	and	under	18	accompanied	by	an	adult.	We	do	not	ask	for	
proof	of	age.	

RABBI	LEV	

Rabbi	Lev	was	happy	to	be	our	spiritual	advisor	for	the	coming	year	with	the	
additional	responsibility	of	being	available	as	a	resource	for	questions	from	
congregants	as	well	as	lay	leaders	of	our	Shabbat	services.		There	is	the	thought	of	
bringing	him	over	a	4th	time	(perhaps	in	November,	2019),	as	well	as	the	weekend	
in	January,	Shavuot	and	High	Holidays.	

NEW	BUSINESS	

A	young	Israeli	left	a	message	on	KBS	Facebook	that	he	wants	to	stay	with	someone	
for	a	month.		Trina	and	Aviva	said	they	would	respond	to	him.	

Mike	asked	if	services	could	be	moved	up	to	10	a.m.	next	year	(2019)	since	we	are	
now	regularly	having	them	in	Kona.		Alan	will	check	with	HQCG	if	this	is	feasible.	

Shari	will	be	in	town	and	lead	services	on	December	22.	

NEXT	MEETING	

The	next	Board	meeting	will	be	on	December	9,	2018,	beginning	at	10:00	a.m.	at	
Alan	and	Nella’s	home.		

Meeting	was	adjourned	at	12:15	p.m.		

Respectfully	submitted,		

Nella	Silverman	

Secretary	

	

	

	



Memorial for Pittsburgh

Tree of Life synagogue

shooting victims

Hosted by Kona Beth Shalom

Kailua Kona, Hawaii

November 1, 2018

	

	

	

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Murdered while observing shabbat

Saturday, October 27, 2018

Rose

Mallinger

Jerry

Rabinowitz

Melvin Wax

Irvin

Younger

Joyce

Fienberg

Bernice & Sylvan
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Gottfried

Daniel Stein

David & Cecil Rosenthal

Melvin Wax

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On October 25, two days before the Tree of Life massacre, a gunman in Louisville, 
Kentucky, tried to enter a predominantly black church but the door was locked. He then 
stormed into a nearby grocery and killed Maurice Stollard. The gunman next took his 
rage into the parking lot and killed Vickie Lee Jones. Another attack of blind hatred in 
just this one week. 
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           Psalm 23

A Psalm of David. 

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

He makes me lie down in green pastures: 

He leads me beside the still waters. 

He restores my soul: 

He leads me in the paths of righteousnessHe leads me in the paths of righteousness

for His name's sake. 

Though I walk through the valley of 

the shadow of Death, 

I will fear no evil: for You are with me; 

Your rod and Your staff they comfort me. 

You prepare a table before me in the 

presence of my enemies: presence of my enemies: 

You anoint my head with oil; 

my cup overflows . 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

all the days of my life: 

and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

Adapted from 1917 JPS Translation

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Mi Sheberakh
Lyrics by Debbie Friedman, z"l and Drorah Setel

 
Mi sheberakh avoteinu
M'kor habrakhah l'imoteinu
May the source of strength who blessed the ones before us,
Help us find the courage to make our lives a blessingHelp us find the courage to make our lives a blessing
And let us say: Amen.

Mi sheberakh imoteinu
M'kor habrakhah l'avoteinu
Bless those in need of healing with refuah sh'leimah
The renewal of body, the renewal of spirit
And let us say: Amen.

Mi Sheberakh

May the one who blessed our ancestors, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, 
Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel and Leah, bless and heal those who are ill [names]. 
May the Blessed Holy One be filled with compassion for their 
health to be restored and their strength to be revived. 
May God swiftly send them a complete renewal of body and spirit, 
and let us say, Amen.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CHANUKAH PARTY PLANNING     v.2018 
 
Hale Halawai (or other facility) 
 Reserve in advance 
 Get keys 
 Understand the lights 
 Set-up and clean-up. Hire personnel/shleppers.  
 Locking up 
 Return keys 
  
Publicity 
 Newspaper (also invite reporter/photographer from WHT) / media / PSAs 
 Email (x2) 
 Posters (Bill Caputo's "Spotlight") 
 Invitation cards 
  
Set-up 
 Tables for: 
  Entrance table 
  Admission free for all kids and KBS members, and $?? for other adults 
  Get contact info from all attendees, especially children 
  Sell tix for latkes 
  Latkes table 
  Pot-luck tables: food, desserts, beverages 
  Menorah tables with metal trays/aluminum foil 
  Dreydle table 
  Table for KBS "Store" 
  Table for sales of other Judaica (?Ann Rothstein, etc.) 
 P.A. system for stage + hand-held mike (coordinate with  musicians) 
 Place chairs in front of stage for introductory activities 
 Then move chairs to tables when it's time to eat, making room for dancing. 
 Lock the makai door, and the mauka door near stage. 
 
Items to bring from KBS locker or elsewhere: 

Decorations 
Banners 
Paper goods for food (dinnerware, paper plates, paper cups, tablecloths, napkins, paper towels, trash bags, salt/pepper?)  
Dreydles 
Remind attendees to bring menorahs, KBS menorahs (for sale) 
Chanukah candles (for sale) 
Metal trays, covered with aluminum foil 
Signage (Admission, How to Play Dreydle, Buy latke tix) 
KBS Info Fliers and join KBS forms 
Duct tape 

 
Food 
 Latkes, sour cream, applesauce 
 Potluck food, beverages, desserts 
 Chocolate Chanukah gelt (may need to be ordered) 
 
Music 
 Music for traditional Chanukah songs (bring Chanukah song sheets) 
 Music for Israeli dancing 
 Other music for entertainment 
 Other entertainment (hula, magic, etc.) 
 
Chanukah customs/ceremonies 
 Telling the Story of Chanukah (and/or children's play) 
 Bring menorahs 
 Bring candles 
 Lighting menorahs (metal trays with aluminum foil beneath menorahs - bring lighter) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


