
Minutes	

Kona	Beth	Shalom	

Board	of	Trustees	

October	7,	2018	

Ruth	Ader’s	home	

CALL	TO	ORDER	

Una	convened	the	meeting	at	11:01	a.m.,	after	the	annual	meeting	adjourned.	

TRUSTEES	PRESENT	

Alan	Silverman,	Una	Greenaway,		Alice	Bratton,	Marvin	Feldman,	Alysa	Freeman,	
Elaine	Dobinson,	Ruth	Ader,		Nella	Silverman,	Barry	Blum,	Mike	Bernstone,	Trina	
Yerlick,	Vic	Greenspan	and	Vivienne	Aronowitz.	

TRUSTEES	ABSENT	

Shari	Berman	and	Joel	Gimpel.	

OTHERS	PRESENT	

Herb	Weiss,	Yehuda	and	Aviva	Plaut	

MINUTES	

Upon	motion	made	and	seconded,	the	minutes	of	the	September	Board	meeting	
were	approved	and	will	be	posted	on	the	website.	

TREASURER’S	REPORT	

Financial	reports	for	August	and	September	as	well	as	the	coming	year’s	budget	
were	emailed	to	the	Board.		Membership	is	not	complete.	We	have	27	family	units	
paid	so	far.		Mike	is	expecting	about	the	same	number	of	families	as	last	year.	

COMMITTEE	REPORTS:	

FACILITIES	–	BUILDING	COMMITTEE	

The	Board	and	Mike	discussed	amount	in	the	treasury	available	for	possible	land	
purchase.	The	offer	on	the	property	owned	by	the	Kanuha	family	was	not	accepted.	
They	were	willing	to	offer	a	loan	but	the	Board	does	not	want	to	be	indebted	with	a	
mortgage.		

The	Building	committee	would	like	to	investigate	a	leasing	option,	but	most	of	this	
land	is	too	far	south	of	the	boundaries	that	we	are	considering	for	a	temple.	An	Ag	
lease	near	Queen	Kaahumanu	Highway	previously	considered	was	rejected	in	part	



due	to	the	ambient	heat	and	humidity	of	the	area.	There	is	a	Department	of	Land	
and	Natural	Resources	(DLNR)	lease	property	which	has	an	abandoned	school,	
Makua	Lani	,	which	Una	and	Alysa	will	look	into.			

JEWISH	EDUCATION	

Trina	has	been	given	approval	to	negotiate	a	fee	for	a	new	family	who	needs	
assistance	in	paying	their	first	year	school	tuition	for	two	children.	The	Board	felt	it	
was	important	to	make	the	family	feel	welcome.	

	WEBSITE/NEWSLETTER	

Elaine	is	helping	to	update	website.	Alan	is	planning	to	move	some	pictures	off	the	
slide	show	into	the	photo	gallery	to	improve	the	speed	of	opening	pages.		

Una	has	been	trained	on	Mail	Chimp.		Alan	is	planning	to	type	directions	for	those	
who	want	to	post	communications	or	interact	with	the	membership	list.		Mail	Chimp	
has	the	ability	to	hold	postings	until	a	future	date.	

Barry	asked	that	the	dates	of	death	that	are	listed	on	the	website	to	be	synced	with	
the	yahrzeit	list,	which	is	read	every	month	at	the	Shabbat	service.		We	have	a	list	
for	lighting	a	yahrzeit	candle	for	member’s	immediate	family.	Mike	has	a	list	for	
Yizkor,	whose	names	come	from	those	who	gave	a	contributions	when	filling	out	
their	membership	renewal	form.	Yehuda	who	made	the	list	on	the	website	which	
has	never	been	updated,	volunteered	to	convert	the	English	dates	to	Hebrew	dates	
when	we	have	an	updated	list.		The	list	needs	to	be	in	alphabetic	and	by	Jewish	
month	order.	A	request	needs	to	go	out	to	Board	members	to	update	the	names	and	
dates	for	their	immediate	family’s	yahrzeits.	Barry	said	immediate	family	includes	
grandparents,	parents	and	siblings.	

Yehuda	complimented	Alan	for	the	outstanding	videos	that	were	posted	on	the	
website	with	the	drashes	from	the	High	Holy	Days.	

Barry	requested	that	we	put	events	or	holidays	coming	up	in	the	next	6	months	on	
the	calendar	even	if	we	don’t	have	all	the	plans	in	place.	

CEMETERY	REPORT	

Barry	asked	Vivienne	to	contact	the	sister	of	the	deceased	who	has	no	headstone	to	
verify	her	name.	

BIKUR	CHOLIM/SOCIAL	COMMITTEE	

A	question	came	up	this	past	week	when	a	member	emailed	requesting	pastoral	
counseling	for	the	loss	of	a	grandchild.		A	delay	in	responding	to	this	member	was	
due	to	confusion	whether	Rabbi	Lev	or	another	trustee	would	be	available	for	this	
call.		Alice,	who	has	been	trained	in	counseling,	volunteered	to	give	an	immediate	
call	back	in	the	future.		Rabbi	Lev	was	contacted	on	Friday	and	did	call	the	member	
after	Shabbat.		Barry	said	people	who	are	in	this	situation	really	don’t	know	exactly	



what	they	want	and	a	more	immediate	response	is	proper	to	offer	condolences	and	
a	listening	ear.	

Alice	will	contact	Hospice	of	Kona	and	North	Hawaii	Hospice	to	let	them	know	of	
our	existence	and	our	willingness	to	work	with	Jewish	families	in	need	of	
information.		A	minion	list	as	long	as	we	can	count	women	might	be	something	for	
KBS	to	consider	as	well	as	a	list	for	those	who	could	be	available	for	chevra	kadisha.	

Board	approved	Alysa	organizing	with	Neighborhood	Place	of	Kona	for	members	to	
donate	new	toys,	$10-$15	range,	at	Chanukah.	

OLD	BUSINESS	

CHANUKAH	 Sunday,	December	2,	2018	(Barry	will	try	to	change	to	Dec.	9)		

Location:		 Hale	Halawai	(HH)	

Alice	investigated	the	availability	of	HH	employees	to	help	with	set	up	and	take	
down	of	chairs,	etc.,	and	found	there	was	no	such	service.		There	is	a	catering	
company	called,	Hawaii	Island	Events,	which	might	be	able	to	do	this	service.	Elaine	
will	call	her	friend	who	had	a	birthday	event	at	HH	to	see	who	they	hired.	Trina	said	
she	probably	will	have	2	helpers	from	the	farm	who	could	be	hired	as	well	as	Una	
might	have	a	couple	of	helpers	(woofers)	also.		Without	someone	to	help	with	these	
tasks,	it	will	be	impossible	for	KBS	to	host	this	event.		A	discussion	of	pricing	ensued	
but	no	conclusion	was	reached.		Suggestions	were	$10	door	charge,	$20	for	a	family.	

SHABBAT	VAYERA	 Saturday,	October	27,	2018	 	 10:30	a.m.	

	 Location:	 Hawaiian	Queen	Coffee	Garden	(HQCG)	

	 Leaders:	 Una	/Aviva	

	 Challah:	 Aviva	

	 Torah:		 Vic/Aviva	

	 Drash:		 To	be	determined	

ELECTION	OF	OFFICERS		

This	section	is	struck	out	as	election	of	officers	needs	to	be	done	at	the	Annual	
Meeting.		Since	a	majority	of	the	annual	meeting	attendees	approved	of	the	
current	board,	as	shown	below,	they	will	be	considered	the	officers	of	the	
Board	of	Trustees	until	the	next	Annual	Meeting	

–	Update:	the	election	of	officers	should	have	been	done	at	the	Annual	Meeting.	This	
item	will	be	brought	up	at	the	November	Board	Meeting	and	a	resolution	found.	

Unanimous	vote	for	the	following	officers:	



	 Una	Greenaway,	President	

	 Alan	Silverman,	1st	Vice-President	

	 Vic	Greenspan,	2nd	Vice-President	

	 Nella	Silverman,	Secretary	

	 Mike	Bernstone,	Treasurer	

	

RABBI	DANIEL	LEV	

Do	we	want	to	hire	Rabbi	Lev	for	next	year?		The	Board	consensus	was	that	we	do	
want	him	to	stay	and	do	High	Holiday	services,	a	weekend	in	January,	and	a	
shabbaton	in	June	at	Shavuot.		There	was	discussion	of	making	him	our	resident	
traveling	rabbi	on	a	year	to	year	basis.		He	could	be	available	for	questions	
concerning	Judaic	knowledge,	could	perform	of	rites	of	passage	events	(bar/bat	
mitzvahs),	be	a	counselor	for	our	members	during	the	year.	

NEXT	MEETING	

The	next	Board	Meeting	will	be	held	on	November	4	beginning	at	10:00	a.m.	at	
possibly	home.			

Meeting	was	adjourned	at	12:33	p.m.		

Respectfully	submitted,		

Nella	Silverman	

Secretary	

 


