Minutes
Annual Meeting of Congregation
Kona Beth Shalom
September 15, 2019
Crosson Pavilion, Kona Palisades
CALL TO ORDER

Una Greenaway convened the meeting at 10:40 a.m. and welcomed all to the annual
meeting.

MEMBERS PRESENT

Ruth Ader, Vivienne Aronowitz, Barry Blum, Vic Greenspan, Yehudah and Aviva
Plaut, Alan and Nella Silverman, Alysa Freeman, Herb Weiss, Martin and Zedena
Kelemen, Joan Jackson, Joel Gimpel, Mike Bernstone, and Una Greenaway.

MINUTES

Reading of last year’s minutes was deferred until a copy could be produced. After
the Treasurer’s report, the minutes were read. Upon motion made and seconded,
the minutes of the 2018 Annual Meeting were accepted.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Mike Bernstone, Treasurer, distributed the annual budget based on projections from
the past couple of years that we have been having services at Hawaiian Queen Coffee
Garden (HQCG). The budget is breaking even for income and expenses. This year we
have income from a plot purchased at Beit Hashamayim at Homelani Cemetery in
Hilo. Last year’s Torah restoration project still could use some money for this fund
to offset this expense. All those present at the meeting approved the 2019 KBS
budget.

Mike was given a round of applause and thanks for being a great Treasurer.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
CEMETERY REPORT

A proper marker has been placed for the last unmarked grave at Beit Hashamayim.
Several friends of KBS have passed this year and were included in the Annual
Newsletter. In addition Barry Blum noted that Dr. Jerry Klaz, a former member of
KBS, passed away on Saturday, September 7, 2019.

JEWISH EDUCATION



Alysa Freeman reported there are 3 students in our Jewish and Hebrew School this
year. Trina Yerlick is our teacher.

BIKUR CHOLIM/SOCIAL COMMITTEE

Jewish Community Services headquartered in Oahu reached out to our congregation
to offer services to our community. Flyers with their information were brought to
the meeting and will be available at every service during the coming year.

Alysa Freeman has set up a yearly schedule of community service that starts with
the annual beach cleanup in the spring, book drive for the library in the summer,
Food Bank collection at High Holidays and children’s gift donations during the
winter.

Una Greenaway was contacted by Annie Hand who is registered with hospice and
visiting on island. She needs a ride to Rosh Hashanah services. Una asked the
congregation to help out whenever possible.

FACILITIES/WEBSITE

New solar shades have been installed at HQCG in time for the High Holidays to help
keep the temperature down. Chuck Frumin has taken over management and
scheduling of the facility. HQCG has ongoing foundation repairs on the outside lanai.
They will be filling in the pool area and making a deck to help stabilize the area.
There were suggestions to alleviate heat in the room where services are held, such
as venting the hot air out through the cupola area and putting more permanent
shades in the same area to shield the room from direct sun.

Alan will be making a list of shabbat Saturdays for 2020 to submit to HQCG’s
calendar. If any changes to shabbat dates are needed, HQCG has been amenable to
those changes. Simchat Torah will be held at Imin Center October 20 and Chanukah
party will be held at Maka’eo Events Pavilion at Old A on December 29. Alan will
try to book Maka’eo for next year’s Pesach seder.

Last year’s newsletters have been archived on the website. Yahrtzeits have also
been archived on the website by English date of death, Hebrew date of death and
alphabetically by last name. Congregants were asked to make sure their family
yahrtzeits are correctly entered. Ruth suggested to send out reminders of yahrtzeits
that suggest for a donation in memory of their loved one.

NEW BUSINESS
ELECTION OF TRUSTEES: (3 YEAR TERMS)

Marvin Feldman (who moved away) and Alice Bratton resigned their positions this
past year. According to the bylaws, eighteen is the maximum number of trustees,
excluding the past-president. Two candidates to be Trustees for the Board were
added to the ballot at the meeting. They were Joan Jackson and Martin Kelemen. Vic
made a motion that more yes votes than no votes for a Trustee would be acceptance



for Board membership. The motion was seconded and approved. Secret ballots
were collected from all who attended and were counted by Aviva Plaut. Ruth Ader,
Una Greenaway, Shari Berman, Michael Bernstone, Barry Blum, Alysa Freeman, Vic
Greenspan, Alan and Nella Silverman and Trina Yerlick were reelected to serve 3-
year terms on the Board. Joan Jackson was approved to serve the remainder of Alice
Bratton’s term, which runs until the 2021 annual meeting. Martin Kelemen was not
approved to be a Trustee. The following are the Board Trustees and the Hebrew and
English years through which their terms run:

Ruth Ader 5782 (2022)

Una Greenaway 5782 (2022)
Shari Berman 5782 (2022)
Michael Bernstone 5782 (2022)
Barry Blum 5782 (2022)

Elaine Dobinson 5781 (2021)
Alysa Freeman 5780 (2020)
Joel Gimpel 5780 (2020)

9. Victor Greenspan 5782 (2022)
10.]Joan Jackson 5781 (2021)

11. Alan Silverman 5782 (2022)
12. Nella Silverman 5782 (2022)
13. Trina Yerlick 5782 (2022)
14.Vivienne Aronowitz, immediate past-President

PN W

ELECTION OF OFFICERS

First Vice-President (VP) Alan Silverman stepped down from his position. After
discussion, Vic Greenspan put his name in for 15t VP and Alysa Freeman put her
name in for 274 VP. There were no other changes or additions. By acclamation the
congregation approved the following as next year’s Officers for KBS Board of
Trustees:

President Una Greenaway
1stVP Vic Greenspan

2nd VP Alysa Freeman
Treasurer Mike Bernstone
Secretary Nella Silverman
NORTH HAWAII CHAVURAH (NHC)

Vivienne thanked Alan for all his support in getting NHC’s newsletters onto the
website and through email distribution. She encouraged everyone to come to their
Friday, November 15, shabbat and meet Rabbi Sydney Mintz, senior associate rabbi



of Congregation Emanuel of San Francisco. Aviva asked that KBS host a torah study
with the rabbi during that week that can be held at Aviva and Yehudah’s home.

CHANUKAH COMMITTEE

Una asked for volunteers to help on the Chanukah Committee. The following all
volunteered: Alysa, Joan, Ruth, Vivienne, Barry, Una, Nella and Alan.

SIMCHAT TORAH  OCTOBER 20, 2019

Barry outlined the event at Imin Center would start at 11 a.m. There would be a
potluck. Aviva would lead the service. Music would be played by Joel, Yehudah,
Leslie Harlib, Gloria and Barry for the hakafot, mi sheberach and about 30 minutes
of Israeli dancing.

BLACK FIRE/WHITE FIRE

The event to view the documentary on our Torah will be held November 9 at 6 pm
at Pirate’s Cove Community Center. Doors open at 5 p.m. This is a free event but
please go to our website for a link to order tickets so Sarah Nealy can have a head
count. Mike noted that KBS initially subsidized her film.

ANTI-SEMITISM

Martin Kelemen asked to speak to the congregation about his take on the current
politics and anti-semitism even though it is not a policy to have political discussions
at KBS meetings. He distributed some materials that congregants were free to take.
Aviva and Yehudah suggested that he bring his ideas and show how they reflect
Torah teachings and that he could lead a drash.

ADJOURNMENT

The Annual Meeting was adjourned at 12:03 p.m. September Board meeting needs
will be conducted on-line before High Holy Days by email from Una.

Respectfully Submitted,

Nella Silverman, Secretary



