Minutes
Kona Beth Shalom
Board of Trustees
July 7, 2019
Elaine Dobinson’s home

CALL TO ORDER
Una convened the meeting at 10:05 a.m.
TRUSTEES PRESENT

Joel Gimpel, Alan Silverman, Mike Bernstone, Elaine Dobinson, Una Greenaway, Vic
Greenspan, Barry Blum, Trina Yerlick, Ruth Ader and Nella Silverman.

TRUSTEES ABSENT

Shari Berman, Alice Bratton, Alysa Freeman and Vivienne Aronowitz.
OTHER

Martin Kelemen

THANKS

Una thanked all who helped with the Shavuot and June shabbat services while she was
away.

MI SHEBERACH

Prayer was sung for Vivienne, who broke her arm, and others who Board members
named in need of healing.

MINUTES
Upon motion made and seconded, the minutes of the May Board meeting were approved.
TREASURER’S REPORT

Mike sent the financial reports to the Board members. Una noted that membership was
down as well as general funds. The building fund is still the same.

Upon motion made and seconded, the Treasurer’s report was approved.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:



FACILITIES

Solar shades were ordered from Blinds.com for the windows facing west to improve the
comfort of Hawaiian Queen Coffee Garden (HQCG). Alan sent out an email request for
approval of a sample to be ordered. Approval was granted and the order was placed in
time to take advantage of a sale. Vic and Alan will install the shades when they are
received, which should be next week and in time for the July shabbat. Chuck Frumin,
who has taken over Farley’s position at HQCG, will credit our payment of rent to offset
half the cost of the shades, approximately 2 months.

HQCG will not be working on the roof until the lanai’s foundation is repaired.
JEWISH EDUCATION
School is on summer break but classes will resume September 19.

Two potential bar(t) mitzvahs may take place this coming 2019-20 school year.
Agreements for these events can be found on the website. Trina will check with Rabbi
Daniel Lev about officiating.

WEBSITE/NEWSLETTER

Elaine has entered in the calendar all the Shabbats for the year. Alan asked that someone
else help check the KBS correspondence. Una will get the KBS emails forwarded to her
computer also. Barry suggested that dates of upcoming holidays should be on the
calendar. Joel suggested using a comment, “plans are subject to change.”

CEMETERY REPORT

Ira Glaser, a former member of KBS, has been taken off life support. Barry has contacted
Rabbi Gerlitzky of Chabad who has done tahara. Vic has been asked to make two pine
boxes without nails that could be used if needed for burials. Sarah Kramer, a friend of
Ira’s, said he plans to be buried in the Veteran’s cemetery. Barry has a copy of a letter
from the Veteran’s cemetery that allows for Jewish burial customs to be observed there.
He will make it available to the Board. Please contact Carolyn Greenfeld, Ira’s
longtime companion, to support her in this hour of need: 808-989-4429.

BIKUR CHOLIM/SOCIAL COMMITTEE

The Hebrew school sang and played instruments in May for the Life Care Center
residents.

The Newsletter should encourage congregants to bring books for support of the Kona
Library at the July and August Shabbats.

SHABBAT PINCHAS July 27,2019 10:00 a.m.



Leaders: Aviva Plaut/Una

Torah: Vic/Aviva
Drash: Joel
Challah: Elaine/Trina
OLD BUSINESS
TORAH MOVIE

Una said she would contact Sara Nealy and this is what she received from her in an
email: “As of today, we are confirmed with Nick Traxler for the premiere of '"Black Fire
White Fire'" on Saturday, November 9, 2019, Veterans Day weekend..” This is the
story of our torah and Nick Traxler’s location is the Pirates Outreach Community Center,
formerly Lead Center, off Kuakini Highway and Hualalai in Kona.

Alan wanted to make sure it was not on the shabbat in November as he and Nella wish to
sponsor the Kiddush in honor of their 50t anniversary.

YAHRZEIT LIST

Elaine will be in touch with Alysa and Barry for the most up-to-date list to be
included on the website.

RECAP OF SHAVUOT

Rabbi Lev came for a 3-day shabbaton. Shabbat attendance was just ten people and a
nail-biter that we would even have a torah service. The question is whether we should
plan this again. Thanks to Ruth Ader who sponsored the Friday evening Kabbalat
Shabbat service. There were 10 attendees. The Sunday Shavuot service at the Plauts was
our usual 12-14. Rabbi Lev had created a 40-page booklet for us to study and discuss.

Rabbi Lev said he was committed to KBS for the High Holy Days but wanted us to know,
as a courtesy, he was interested and applying for a Maui rabbi position.

NEW BUSINESS
VISITING RABBI

Elaine made KBS aware that Rabbi Sari Laufer from Steven Wise Temple in Los Angeles
will be in Kona in August but not on the date of our shabbat. Elaine offered to sponsor
a Kabbalat shabbat service and pot luck at her home on Friday, August 16. Rabbi
Laufer is offering to conduct the service for no charge. Elaine asked for a backup person
just in case and Ruth Ader said she could be backup.

HIGH HOLY DAYS



It was decided that there will be no shabbat service on September 28, the day before
Rosh Hashonah. Una received an email from Rabbi Lev that he will be coming to Kona
on Sunday, September29 in time for erev Rosh Hashonah services.

NEWSPAPER ADS

Mike is fed up with the West Hawaii Today newspaper mistakes over the past couple of
months putting his submissions in the newspaper on the wrong dates. We occasionally
have been changing from our usual 4th Saturday Shabbats and with new personnel at the
newspaper, there have been repeated mistakes about when and where services are to be
held, including Rabbi Lev’s Shavuot 3-day weekend. It costs $130-$150/month for the
ads. Our bill will be adjusted for the errors. After discussion it was decided that Mike
would ask for a proof of the newspaper ad when he submits the ad prior to publication.

CHANUKAH

Una wanted to bring up not having the Chanukah party because of all the work it takes to
get it done in its current form and the difficulty getting participation by the congregation.
Barry made an impassioned speech recalling how, in past years, the congregation board
were reinvigorated and expanded through well-attended community events such as the
Chanukah celebration. He feels that these activities help promote a positive Jewish
presence in the community and images such as front page newspaper coverage of our
candle lighting can counter the anti-Semitic rhetoric in the news. After discussion, a
different form for the celebration was considered: perhaps eliminating the potluck and
simplifying what KBS Board members might need to do. One proposal was to hire
Amelia to make latkes and pastries stuffed with meat or vegetables. She might also
provide staff to set up tables and chairs. The “Old A” Pavilion has been reserved this
year, which will make for a nicer venue than Hale Halawai. There was consensus that, if
we are to continue having the Chanukah party, we need to figure out how to do it without
requiring so much physical effort by the Board members; in other words, a simpler,
shorter event. Barry stressed again getting the names and contact information for all
attendees, especially those with children, which he considers one of the primary purposes
of the event.

ANNUAL MEETING

Alan will contact management of Kona Palisades Crosson Pavilion to see if the
annual meeting can be held on Sunday, September 15, before High Holidays. It was
also suggested that a phone committee be asked to call members to encourage them to
come.

NEXT MEETING

The next Board meeting will be on August 4, 2019, beginning at 10:00 a.m. at Alan and
Nella’s home.



Meeting was adjourned at 11:45 a.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Nella Silverman

Secretary



