Minutes

Kona Beth Shalom
Board of Trustees
December 8, 2019
Ruth Ader’s home

CALL TO ORDER

Vic convened the meeting at 10:07 a.m.

TRUSTEES PRESENT

Joel Gimpel, Alan Silverman, Elaine Dobinson, Vic Greenspan, Trina Yerlick, Alysa
Freeman, Barry Blum, Mike Bernstone, Joan Jackson, Ruth Ader and Nella Silverman.

TRUSTEES ABSENT

Shari Berman and Vivienne Aronowitz.
SHEHECHEYANU

Prayer was sung.

MINUTES

Upon motion made and seconded, the minutes of the November Board meeting
were approved.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Mike sent the financial reports to the Board members. Since sending out dues
payment reminders in November, there are a total of 37 memberships, representing
approximately 50 people.

Upon motion made and seconded, the Treasurer’s report was approved.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
FACILITIES

Alan plans to sign the contract with Hawaiian Queen Coffee Garden (HQCG) for the
2020 4tSaturday monthly shabbat dates for the next year except in February when
it will be the 5t Saturday February 29, as a wedding has been booked for the 4t
Saturday. High Holidays, including erev Rosh Hashonah, Rosh Hashonah, Shabbat
Shuvah, Kol Nidre eve, and Yom Kippur, have also been reserved at HQCG.

Alan will contact Outdoor Circle to see if it can be rented for Simchat Torah, Sunday,
October 11, 2020.



The first night of Pesach, April 8, 2020, has already been booked at Old A Maka'eo
Pavilion for the community seder.

Barry said that Priscilla Kostiner, who will again be visiting from Oregon in January,
is willing to lead Shabbat services.

Alysa will contact Rabbi Lev and Shari Berman to ask their available dates in
2020.

JEWISH EDUCATION

Trina has 2 or 3 students who will present a play at the Chanukah party. A copy of
the play will be given to Barry so that he can prepare notes to round out the
Chanukah story.

WEBSITE/NEWSLETTER

The draft letter that Alan sent by email to the Board, concerning a proposed
directory that would be distributed only to KBS members, was approved to be sent
to the membership. Each member will be able to approve which details can be
included for their listing such as names and specific contact information. See
attachment.

Barry’s list of names he has accumulated over the years was shared with Alan who
then merged it with our distribution list for KBS communications. The original 110
contacts that live on Hawaii Island has now grown to 250. A copy of this list will
be forwarded to the Board as well as Una Greenaway, Judi Steinman, and Aviva
and Yehuda Plaut for editing.

Joel suggested that we might update the by-laws so that we could only count
members who live on Island for calculating a quorum at the annual meeting. This
idea was tabled until the January meeting.

CEMETERY REPORT
No new news to report.
BIKUR CHOLIM/SOCIAL COMMITTEE

Since the Chanukah party is occurring after Christmas this year, Alysa, with the
Board’s approval, opted to request $5 - $20 gift certificates from a selected list of
businesses as a charitable donation to be collected at the Chanukah party. These
would be given to the Children’s Justice Center for distribution to children in need
for their birthdays.

CHANUKAH

Barry with Board approval has created a bulletin and poster for advertising the
Chanukah party. Alan has posted this on the KBS website and Facebook. Mike said
this could be also distributed to Hawaii Public Radio and West Hawaii News.



Vic will lead a team of volunteers to set up the Maka'eo Pavilion around 8 or 9
a.m. Sunday, December 29. Two tables will be set up for people to buy admission
and latke tickets. There should be theatre seating enough distance (approximately
30 feet) from the stage area to allow room hula dancing. Barry suggested 5 rows of
chairs, 10-12 chairs per row, divided by an aisle. There should be a table on the
makai side for dreidles and another couple of tables for candle lighting. There
should be some chairs and tables near the kitchen for people to sit and eat.

Alan will put out the banner on the fence on Kuakini Road before entry to Old A.
Another sign will be placed to point to parking by the Maka'eo Events Pavilion.

Doors will be open by 2 for volunteers to complete setup. Sound check for the
band is at 3:30. Price for admission is $5. Price per serving for 2 latkes is $5.
Latkes will arrive at 4:30 and Trina will get them to the kitchen. We will need
chafing dishes (to be brought from storage unit) to keep the latkes warm. Trina
will bring applesauce and sour cream. Nella and Alan will bring plates,
napKkins, serving utensils, forks, tablecloths, paper cups. They will also bring
lemonade, iced tea and cold water in dispensers.

Elaine will be manager over the admission and latke ticket tables. Barry
encouraged getting contact information from those attending, especially names of
children. Mike will bring applications for membership; the top portion can be filled
out to get contact information. Latke tickets should be counted out to correspond to
the number of latke servings made. Also the band’s and hula halau’s tickets (~11
tickets) should be distributed first. Besides Elaine, Nella and Trina will help at the
admission table the first hour, then Joan and Ruth Ader will take over.

Shai Yerlick is in charge of the dreidle table. Trina will bring M&M’s. Alan and
Nella have the storage box which contains the tickets, decorations, dreidles, and
candles. They will also bring foil covered aluminum trays for the candle lighting.
Alysa volunteered to help decorate.

Aviva Plaut has the chocolate gelt from Una’s cool room.

The event will start at 4 pm and should be over at 7 pm. The program will be
shortened from previous years with only one hula dance, Arnie Rabin’s magic show,
Jewish school students Chanukah play, dreidles and Israeli dancing. At 5 pm latkes
will be served and the band will perform, the dreidle table will still be open. At
sunset (6:05 pm) candles will be lit and songs sung. Barry asked all Board members
to come on stage for the Chanukah Song Fest. Then it will be time to clean up and go
home. Ending the party at sunset means no dinner will be served.

NEW BUSINESS

Alysa suggested that with a possible increase in dues we could have potlucks
eliminated from Shabbat services and have food catered for the oneg. It would
relieving the task of having to prepare something for Shabbat and everyone would
be able to go to services and enjoy them. There could be a monthly rotation of



people to take on this responsibility. Mike suggested that KBS funds could pay for
part of the cost. KBS could also offer the opportunity to sponsor an oneg for simchas.

Mike reported that rent on the storage unit is going up 10% to $144/month. Do we
need this expense?

NEXT MEETING

The next Board meeting will be January 5, at 10:00 a.m. at Elaine Dobinson’s home.
January Board meeting topics will include: reports from Alysa concerning Rabbi
Lev’s and Shari’s available dates, especially concerning High Holidays 2020.;
possible changes in by-laws concerning quorum of on-Island members at annual
meeting; date (sometime in Jan. or Feb.) of Dr. Alex Rosenstein’s offered discussion
of Jews of Ukraine and Russia; storage unit expenses. The meeting was adjourned at
11:21 am.

Respectfully submitted,
Nella Silverman

Secretary



Aloha & Shalom KBS Members,

In response to requests from some members for improved
communication within KBS, we are proposing to compile a
congregation directory of contact information for those in the
community who agree to participate. It would be made available
only to KBS members to be used only for personal and community
contacts. The directory would not be distributed or shared
outside the congregation and any commercial or political use of
the contact information would also be prohibited.

We look forward to many exciting and meaningful activities in the
year ahead and believe that such a directory could help increase
participation by as many members as possible.

Please let us know by return email what you think of the proposal
and whether you would allow your information to be included or
any restrictions you might want (e.g., mailing address only,
phone number but no email, email but no phone, etc.).

Todah rabah,

The Kona Beth Shalom Board of Trustees



