Minutes
Kona Beth Shalom
Board of Trustees
January 5, 2020
Elaine Dobinson’s home

CALL TO ORDER
Vic convened the meeting at 10:15 a.m.
TRUSTEES PRESENT

Joel Gimpel, Alan Silverman, Elaine Dobinson, Vic Greenspan, Trina Yerlick, Alysa
Freeman, Barry Blum, Joan Jackson, Ruth Ader and Nella Silverman.

TRUSTEES ABSENT
Mike Bernstone, Shari Berman and Vivienne Aronowitz.
MAZEL TOV

The Board wishes Shari Berman and Alice Bratton mazel tov on their wedding
yesterday officiated by Rabbi Daniel Lev.

MI SHEBERACH
Prayer was sung.
MINUTES

Upon motion made and seconded, the minutes of the December Board meeting were
approved.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Mike sent the financial reports to the Board members. It was noted that the
accounting for the Chanukah expenses and income were not yet reported as all the
invoices had not been received or paid.

Upon motion made and seconded, the Treasurer’s report was approved.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
FACILITIES

Alan signed the contract with Hawaiian Queen Coffee Garden (HQCG) for the 2020
shabbat dates and High Holidays. An extra hour will be charged for each shabbat
since we have continually needed this time this past year.



Outdoor Circle is not available for Simchat Torah, Sunday, October 11, 2020. Alan
will look into several venues that were suggested: Imin Center, Big Game Fishing
Association Pavilion at Honokohau Harbor, Hale Halawi, Old A Pavilion, Teshima’s,
West Hawaii Community Health Community Building.

The first night of Pesach, April 8, 2020, has already been booked at Old A Maka'eo
Pavilion for the community seder.

Chanukah 2020 party will be on Sunday, December 13 (third night). Venue still has
to be decided.

The storage area we rent at Extra Space Storage on Kanalani St. has again increased
their monthly charge. Changing storage facilities or finding space in someone’s
home was considered. Alysa said her garage has plenty of space. Alan will call her
to schedule a tour of the storage area so she can assess the possibility of storing KBS
books and Polna memorabilia. Better storage bins would need to be purchased.
Bookshelves would probably need to be sold.

JEWISH EDUCATION

Trina has 4 students. They performed at the Chanukah party. There were 13
children who signed information cards at the admission table there. Barry will draft
a preliminary letter to their parents that will be edited by Alysa and Trina to inform
them of our school and its activities. Trina is looking for a teaching assistant.

CEMETERY

Barry will again send out the yahrzeit lists to the general community to request “one
line obituaries” that people may add to memorialize those who have passed.

WEBSITE/NEWSLETTER

The proposed directory letter has elicited 13 responses so far. Another letter
encouraging a response will be sent out. Nella volunteered to call those
members who don’t respond by email.

Alysa suggested that some of the website duties could be taken from Alan’s to-do
list. Elaine said those who have specific items to be added to the website, e.g.
Nella’s monthly Board minutes posting, should be taught how to do these tasks.
Others could make sure PDF’s are sent to Alan for ease of posting. Alan will send
instructions on how to create and send an email on Mail Chimp to Alysa and Vic.
Elaine will start posting the treasurer’s reports in Board Documents.

BIKUR CHOLIM/SOCIAL COMMITTEE

Gift certificates totalling to $593 were collected at the Chanukah party and will be
delivered by Alysa to Children’s Justice Center for distribution to area foster
children for their birthdays in 2020.



The kids in the Hebrew School have made a Beach Cleanup their spring project.
They plan to notify the congregation of the time and place so others can volunteer to
help.

SHABBAT VA’ERA January 25, 2020 10:00 a.m.
Leaders: Aviva and Priscilla Kostiner
Drash: Priscilla
Torah: Aviva and Vic
Challah: Aviva?
Producer: Vic

Potluck to follow
RECAP OF CHANUKAH PARTY

The Chanukah party was chaotic but successful in terms of community turnout.
Barry’s program was mostly done in order but not totally. Last minute changes to
the program schedule plus technical problems added to the chaos. Alan’s sound
system had major problems with the room acoustics, making it impossible to hear
well. There was a backlog of people at the door. Some who had attended previous
Chanukah parties brought food and were disappointed that there was no potluck.
Hungry attendees swarmed the latke line when partial delivery of food came at 4:30
and Nella started to serve them 30 minutes before scheduled time. The last delivery
of latkes and sour cream came barely before the end of the party. Shai was left
attending the dreidle table for 2 hours. With almost all Board members plus spouses
and the Plauts present at the party, we still needed more help, e.g. someone to guide
the candle lighting.

The publicity was great: HPR Calendar, local radio stations, internet event listings
plus the newspaper.

Suggestions: An MC for the party that is not Barry; he already has enough to do.
Place the band closer to audience. Ticket prices should be $10 non-members (with
latkes included) and $5 members and children who want latkes. Make sure all
latkes are delivered at the same time and on time. Make sure there is more than
enough food for everyone. Committee members should buy applesauce and sour
cream and not caterer. Consider a different venue with better acoustics and a more
complete kitchen.

To do: Write “thank you for coming” letters to those who filled out a card with their
information. Ask if they would like to be on our mailing list. Vic, Elaine, Ruth, Nella
and Alan will meet to craft this letter Wed. Jan. 8 at 1 p.m.



Follow up with Joan and Aviva regarding their connections with Rabbis who were
in attendance for possible visiting rabbi honoraria when next they are on the Big
Island.

HIGH HOLIDAYS (HH)

Shari Berman will be in town for HH 2020. Rabbi Lev will be asked to conduct
services, come for shabbat weekend 3/27-28 and for Shavuot May 29-31.

NEW BUSINESS
SCHOLARSHIP

A series of emails, 2 from Vivienne and one from scholarship requestor, Elia Groode,
which are attached at the end of the minutes, was discussed. With a vote of 6 ayes
and 4 abstentions, the Board has agreed to offer a $2500 scholarship to Ms. Groode
contingent on Mike’s confirmation that we have sufficient funds in our education
line item to make this offer.

NEXT MEETING

The next Board meeting will be February 9, at 10:00 a.m. at (late update) Elaine
Dobinson’s home. The meeting was adjourned at 12:53 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Nella Silverman

Secretary



December 23, 2019

Shaloha KBS board,

Chag sameach. I just received this email ( see below) from a wonderful young woman,
Elia Groode. Elia will be attending a program in Israel for second semester of her junior
year of high school. She and her family are regular participants at the NHC gatherings
and she makes it a point to attend even if there are competing activities. I spoke with
Mike B last evening and he said that we do have a fund that could cover a scholarship
like this. Even though her family are not members of KBS, they have attended from time
to time and certainly contribute to Jewish life on the island. Elia has offered to help our
community when she returns from her travels.

I hope this request will be favorably considered. Maybe an email vote is an option as she
will be leaving in month and would be good to hear back sooner rather than later.

See you all on Sunday.

Thanks so much.

Vivienne

Dear KBS Board:

My name is Elia Groode and I am a junior at Parker School. I live with my family in
Honoka'a.

I was accepted to a semester abroad program in Israel, which starts next month. The
program is called Alexander Muss High School, a college prep program for high school
students based in Hod Hasharon, Israel. The students travel all over Israel and study in te
classroom as well as in historical sites. As part of the program I will be able to continue
my current AP classes, as well as the credits that are needed to complete for my Junior
year of high school. After the semester I will return to Parker School for my senior year.

I would like to attend the program because my Jewish identity is important for me.
Growing up in Hawaii, I feel disconnected from my Jewish heritage and would like to
deepen my connection to Israel and Judaism. I am one of very few Jewish students and I
miss being around peers who I can learn from and relate to. I am excited about earning
more about Israel and my Jewish roots. I am a fluent Hebrew speaker and I would like to
enhance my my reading and writing skills. I am a debater who competes at the state level.
My goal is to be able to to have the same debate skills in Hebrew.

The debate topic I focused on last year was immigration policy, specifically for asylum
seekers of domestic violence. I have a plan to volunteer in a refugee village in the
Carmel, where I will help support women and children who escaped Sudan and Eritrea.

My family and I are a part of the North Hawaii Chavura and we participate in the
monthly Shabbat events at the Mauna Kea. I value the monthly gatherings and the
connection it allows me to other Jewish community members.

After returning from Israel I intend to write an article about my experience and submit it
to the local newspapers. I will continue to bring Jews on the Big Island closer to the
Jewish community, as I have been doing. I would like to also give a presentation at the
monthly Chavura gathering telling others about my experiences in Israel and what I have



learned. I am also open to help the Island's Jewish community in other ways, possibly
help educate the younger children.

The program has thankfully given me a generous financial aid scholarship, but due to the
high price of the program, we will need a little more funding to be able to afford that.
Needless to say, I am thrilled I was admitted to this program and hopeful that it will the
financial piece will come together in time. In order to go we will need another $10,000.

For more details about the program see this link: https://www.amhsi.org/

Vivienne Aronowitz

January 2, 2020
Shaloha KBS Board,

Happy New Year! Since I believe a discussion will be held this Sunday regarding this
request, [ would like to provide some additional information as [ will not be able to
be at the Board meeting. The Groode family were at the Channuka party and signed
up to be KBS members at the event.

As I mentioned before, this family has contributed to Jewish life on the island. Elia
has promoted the inclusion of Jewish holidays celebrations at Parker School and
recruited one of her teachers, who is Jewish, to attend the North Hawaii Chavurah
gatherings. The Groodes have attended KBS Purim, Simchat Torah and the
Chanukah parties. Since they live in Honoka'a, regular attendance at Shabbat
services is challenging because of the distance. The family has also faced financial
challenges over the last several years.

The program that accepted and gave Elia a partial scholarship will help her to
solidify her Jewish identity and be amongst peers. She has committed to giving back
upon her return to the Big Island for her senior year of high school.

Usually, the Jewish Federation would help with matching funds for programs like
this, but since we don't have one, KBS has the opportunity to step in.  hope that we
can see ourselves in this way. I believe our future depends on our investment in our
youth.

Mike B indicated that we do have a line item in our budget dedicated to education.

Elia has offered to be available by phone on Sunday during the meeting in case there
are any questions.

She can be reached at (617) 762-8378, or her mom, Shahar (808) 785-7793.
Thanks,

Vivienne



