
Minutes	

Kona	Beth	Shalom	

Board	of	Trustees	

November	10,	2019	

Alan	and	Nella	Silverman’s	home	

CALL	TO	ORDER	

Vic	convened	the	meeting	at	10:04	a.m.	

TRUSTEES	PRESENT	

Joel	Gimpel,	Alan	Silverman,	Elaine	Dobinson,	Vic	Greenspan,	Trina	Yerlick,	Alysa	
Freeman,	Barry	Blum,	Mike	Bernstone,	Joan	Jackson,	Ruth	Ader	and	Nella	Silverman.	

TRUSTEES	ABSENT	

Shari	Berman	and	Vivienne	Aronowitz.		

MI	SHEBERACH	

Prayer	was	sung	for	those	in	need	of	healing.	

MINUTES	

Upon	motion	made	and	seconded,	the	minutes	of	the	August	Board	meeting	were	
approved.		Board	meetings	were	not	held	after	the	September	Annual	meeting	or	in	
October.		

Upon	motion	made	and	seconded	the	minutes	of	the	September	Annual	meeting	
were	recommended	for	approval	at	the	next	Annual	meeting.	

TREASURER’S	REPORT	

Mike	sent	the	financial	reports	to	the	Board	members.		In	the	past	couple	of	weeks	
Mike	sent	out	40	reminder	letters	for	membership	dues	owed.	There	were	a	few	
new	memberships	paid	for	over	the	High	Holy	Days.		

Vivienne	estimated	around	$1000	was	donated	for	the	Torah	Restoration	at	the	
Black	Fire/White	Fire	premiere.	

Upon	motion	made	and	seconded,	the	Treasurer’s	report	was	approved.	

COMMITTEE	REPORTS:	

FACILITIES	



Alan	plans	to	sit	down	with	Chuck	Frumin	from	Hawaiian	Queen	Coffee	Garden	
(HQCG)	to	confirm	shabbat	dates	for	the	next	year.		There	is	already	a	conflict	for	
the	fourth	Saturday	in	February	(2/22/20),	as	a	wedding	has	been	booked	for	that	
date.		After	discussion,	it	was	decided	to	ask	for	the	next	Saturday,	February	29,	if	
available,	to	schedule	services.	

Late	update:	Alan	plans	to	bring	the	coming	year’s	holiday	dates	for	Board	review	at	
the	December	Board	meeting.	

Vic	will	come	up	with	a	list	of	guest	speakers	and	Rabbi	Lev’s	possible	visit	dates	to	
make	sure	the	new	schedule	reflects	when	these	can	be	accommodated;	e.g.	Priscilla	
Kostiner,	Shari	Berman,	Rabbi	Rachel	Short.	

The	Old	Airport	Maka’eo	Events	Pavilion	has	been	booked	for	first	night	of	Pesach,	
Wednesday,	April	8,	2020.	

JEWISH	EDUCATION	

Trina	has	4	students	this	year.	The	class	has	come	up	with	a	mitzvah	project:	a	
beach	cleanup	day.		The	class	will	come	up	with	a	presentation	of	the	Chanukah	
story	for	the	Chanukah	Party	in	December.	

The	Youth	Education	Coordinator	of	Temple	Emanu-El	in	Honolulu	sent	a	letter	
asking	to	explore	doing	joint	projects	with	our	Hebrew	school.		They	are	also	
approaching	other	Jewish	education	groups	in	the	State.	Trina	will	be	in	touch	to	
find	out	details.	

WEBSITE/NEWSLETTER	

Alan	requested	that	any	activities	that	are	being	planned	should	send	details	of	time,	
date,	place	and	programming	to	him	so	that	correct	information	can	be	posted	on	
our	website	and	Facebook	pages.	

Una,	who	has	resigned	from	the	Board,	asked	that	the	membership	list	be	available	
to	all	members	and	not	just	to	Board	members.		In	regard	to	privacy	concerns	of	
individuals	on	the	membership	list,	there	is	already	a	box	that	can	be	checked	on	the	
membership	application	form	that	allows	the	individual	to	opt	out	of	publishing	
their	information.		Alan	will	draft	a	letter	to	email	to	the	whole	congregation,	
subject	to	Board	approval,	notifying	them	of	the	proposal	to	have	a	Directory	that	
Mike	would	send	out	to	all	members	in	December.	

CEMETERY	REPORT	

Chabad	asked	Trina	to	join	a	group	in	performing	Tahara	on	a	female	decedent.	The	
body	was	prepared	and	then	flown	to	Kauai	for	burial.	

BIKUR	CHOLIM/SOCIAL	COMMITTEE	



Please	see	Chanukah	section	for	discussion	of	charitable	planning	for	the	last	
quarter	of	2019.	

SHABBAT	CHAYEI	SARAH	 	 November	23,	2019	 	 10:00	a.m.	

	 Leader/Drash:	 Aviva	 Plaut	

	 Torah:		 	 Nella,	Alan	and	Rachel	Silverman	

	 Challah:	 	 Alan	and	Nella	

	 Producer:	 	 Alan	

	 Oneg	shabbat:	 Silvermans	in	honor	of	their	50th	anniversary	

OLD	BUSINESS	

HIGH	HOLY	DAYS	

Shari	was	unavailable	to	assist	with	services	this	year	and	that	put	a	lot	more	
responsibility	on	Rabbi	Lev	and	Aviva.		Vic	noted	that	there	were	more	requests	for	
congregation	participation	that	helped,	and	hoped	that	those	that	prepared	for	their	
parts	would	continue	to	step	up	in	the	coming	years.	

There	was	discussion	of	wanting	more	children	to	come	to	services	or	perhaps	to	
have	their	own	service.		Trina	and	the	parents	of	the	Hebrew	School	students	
will	come	up	with	ideas	concerning	time	and	content	they	feel	will	work.		Next	
year’s	erev	Rosh	Hashanah	is	Friday,	September	18.	

Aviva	Plaut	noted	to	Board	members	who	attended	Simchat	Torah	that	there	was	a	
small	showing	of	congregants,	that	was	notable	since	there	were	more	Christians	
who	showed	up	than	Jews.		Reasons	may	have	been	the	location:	Imin	Center	in	
Holualoa.		There	was	a	question	of	outreach	and	information	reaching	a	wide	
enough	audience.	

Barry,	Mike	and	Alan	will	collaborate	in	editing	the	630	entries	on	the	general	
email	list	to	make	it	clearer	who	is	on	island	and	attempt	to	complete	entries	which	
currently	only	have	partial	information.		Vivienne	will	be	contacted	to	obtain	a	list	
of	attendees	at	Sara	Nealy’s	premiere	that	can	be	added	to	the	general	email	list.	

TORAH	MOVIE	

Approximately	80	people	attended	the	premiere	of	the	movie,	“Black	Fire,	White	
Fire,”	created	by	former	Hawaii	island	resident	and	KBS	member,	Sara	Nealy.		The	
documentary	film	about	our	Torah’s	journey	to	Kona	was	well	received	and	Sara	
will	give	us	a	copy	after	it	has	gone	through	the	Jewish	film	festival	circuit.		The	
Board	felt	it	showed	there	is	interest	in	secular	Jewish	activities	in	the	community.		
A	committee	consisting,	so	far,	of	Alysa,	Vic	and	Trina,	will	come	up	with	a	feasibility	
study,	proposed	frequency	of	events	and	ideas	for	Jewish	films	that	can	shown,	
possibly	at	Pirate’s	Community	Outreach	Center.	



CHANUKAH	

The	amount	of	work	holding	a	community	Chanukah	celebration	had	to	be	
addressed	if	there	was	going	to	be	a	party	this	year.		Barry	chaired	the	committee	to	
come	up	with	solutions	to	make	a	Chanukah	party	feasible.		Old	Airport	Maka’eo	
Events	Pavilion	has	already	been	reserved	but	there	was	discussion	of	whether	to	
consider	the	Elk’s	Club	instead,	which	has	a	staff	and	kitchen.		However	there	were	a	
number	of	concerns	expressed,	including	lack	of	parking	and	an	entrance	that	is	
hard	to	find.		Upon	motion	made	and	seconded	the	Board	voted	in	favor	of	the	
Maka’eo	Events	Pavilion.		Since	no	outside	shleppers	could	be	found,	the	number	of	
tables	and	chairs	were	reduced	and	Vic	and	others	felt	that	they	could	handle	setting	
up	and	taking	down	these	items.	Joel’s	son,	who	will	be	in	town	at	the	time,	will	also	
be	available	to	assist.		

The	potluck	and	chicken	from	Costco	were	deemed	too	labor	intensive.		This	year	
Trina	has	found	a	neighbor	who	is	willing	to	make	latkes	and	possibly	sufganiyot.		
She	will	confirm	our	intent	to	use	her	as	our	cook.		Since	there	is	no	stove	at	the	
venue,	chafing	dishes	will	be	used	to	keep	the	latkes	hot.		

The	length	of	the	party	will	be	from	4	pm	to	7	pm;	ending	the	party	at	sunset	means	
no	dinner	will	be	served.	The	program	will	be	shortened	from	previous	years	with	
only	one	hula	dance,	Arnie	Rabin’s	magic	show,	Jewish	school	students	Chanukah	
story,	dreidles	and	Israeli	dancing	.	At	5	pm	latkes	will	be	served	and	the	band	will	
perform.	At	sunset	(6:06	pm)	candles	will	be	lit	and	songs	sung.		Then	it	will	be	time	
to	go	home.	

Elaine	will	oversee	the	ticket	table	with	help	from	Ruth	Ader.		To	avoid	the	
perennial	problem	of	running	out	of	latkes,	they	will	try	to	keep	the	number	of	
tickets	equal	to	the	number	of	servings	made.		Barry	suggested	ticket	prices	remain	
at	$5/adult	entrance	fee	(children	free)	and	$5/person	for	a	2	latke	plate.		Members	
of	the	band	and	hula	dancers	will	be	admitted	free	and	no	charge	for	their	latke	
plate.	To	know	how	many	latkes	to	order,	it	was	suggested	that	an	on-line	
reservation	system,	such	as	Sara	Nealy	had	for	the	documentary,	would	be	helpful.		
However	Elaine,	who	checked	people	in	at	the	documentary	screening,	felt	that	at	
best	it	was	75%	accurate.	

Alysa	noted	the	terrific	support	for	Christmas	gifts	for	children	last	year.		Since	
Chanukah	this	year	is	past	the	Christmas	season,	she	suggested	gift	certificates	for	
foster	kids’	birthdays	would	be	a	good	charitable	idea.		Food	Basket	was	another	
suggestion.	

NEW	BUSINESS	

JEWS	OF	UKRAINE	AND	RUSSIA	

Dr.	Alex	Rosenstein	of	our	congregation	has	offered	to	give	a	historical	presentation	
on	the	Jews	of	Ukraine	and	Russia.		He	grew	up	in	Russia.		Kona	Joe’s	Coffee	has	



offered	a	venue	on	a	Sunday	afternoon.		Buy	your	own	coffee	and	cheesecake.	The	
Board	approved	and	suggested	a	date	in	January	or	February.	

BOARD	CHANGES	

Una	has	resigned	both	as	President	and	Board	member	after	Yom	Kippur	this	year.		
That	means	Vivienne	will	still	be	Past-President	and	member	of	the	Board.	

As	First	Vice-President,	Vic	automatically	became	President.			

Barry	asked	for	someone	to	fill	the	empty	Vice-President	position	until	the	next	
Annual	meeting.	Ruth	Ader	volunteered	to	take	over	duties	as	2nd	Vice-President.	
Alysa	agreed	to	go	from	2nd	Vice-President	to	1st	Vice-President.	

NEXT	MEETING	

The	next	Board	meeting	will	be	December	8,	at	10:00	a.m.	at	Ruth	Ader’s	home,	The	
meeting	was	adjourned	at	11:44	a.m.		

Respectfully	submitted,		

Nella	Silverman	

Secretary	


