
Minutes	

Kona	Beth	Shalom	

Board	of	Trustees	

February	16,	2020	

Nella	and	Alan	Silverman’s	home	

CALL	TO	ORDER	

Vic	convened	the	meeting	at	10:04	a.m.	

TRUSTEES	PRESENT	

Joel	Gimpel,	Alan	Silverman,	Elaine	Dobinson,	Vic	Greenspan,	Trina	Yerlick,	Barry	
Blum,	Mike	Bernstone,	Joan	Jackson,	and	Nella	Silverman.	

TRUSTEES	ABSENT	

Ruth	Ader,	Shari	Berman	and	Vivienne	Aronowitz.		

MINUTES	

Upon	motion	made	and	seconded,	the	minutes	of	the	January	Board	meeting,	after	
late	updates	were	removed,	were	approved.		Minutes	will	contain	only	meeting	
information.		Any	updates	between	meetings	will	now	be	put	in	addenda		after	
meeting	minutes.	

TREASURER’S	REPORT	

Mike	sent	the	financial	reports	to	the	Board	members.		Chanukah	expenses	
exceeded	revenue	by	approximately	$200.		There	were	2	membership	renewals	
received	this	past	month.	Two	or	three	reservations	for	the	seder	have	been	
received.			

Upon	motion	made	and	seconded,	the	Treasurer’s	report	was	approved.	Elaine	is	
starting	to	post	past	Treasurer	reports	on	the	website	Board	documents	section.	

SCHOLARSHIP	

The	Board	passed	by	voice	vote	a	motion	to	affirm	the	action	of	sending	$1000	
check	from	the	Treasury	to	Elia	Groode	for	her	studies	in	Israel.		Irregularities	were	
found	in	an	email	vote	that	was	attempted	after	the	last	meeting*.		It	was	decided	to	
conduct	votes	on	financial	matters	during	regular	meetings	in	the	future	rather	than	
attempt	an	email	vote.		Barry	will	communicate	with	Vivienne	regarding	her	status	
as	a	Board	member.	Since	Una	resigned	the	Presidency	after	Yom	Kippur,	Vivienne	
was	no	longer	immediate	past-President	and	automatic	Board	member.	

COMMITTEE	REPORTS:	



FACILITIES	

Alan	will	extend	services	for	2	hours	on	March	28	to	accommodate	Rabbi	Lev’s	
torah	study	after	lunch.		

The	first	night	of	Pesach,	April	8,	2020,	has	already	been	booked	at	Old	A	Maka’eo	
Pavilion	for	the	community	seder.	

Alysa	visited	the	storage	area	we	rent	at	Extra	Space	Storage	on	Kanalani	St.		She	
said	she	could	accept	25	of	the	50	boxes	of	books	in	her	storage	area	if	put	into	
appropriate	plastic	bins	to	avoid	mildew	damage.		Barry	had	contacted	Alan	Pollak	
who	said	his	area	is	not	appropriate	for	storing	books.	Mike	will	speak	to	Alan	Pollak	
to	see	if	there	is	room	to	bury	any	books.		

JEWISH	EDUCATION	

The	students	planted	a	tree	on	Trina’s	property	for	Tu	b’shvat.		Next	class	will	be	a	
celebration	of	Purim.			They	are	planning	a	beach	cleanup	on	March	22;	Trina	will	be	
the	contact	for	time	and	place.	

WEBSITE/NEWSLETTER	

Nella	has	been	taught	how	to	post	monthly	minutes.		Pesach	reservations	are	open	
and	two	or	three	have	already	been	received.		

Since	Alysa	has	resigned	from	the	Board	per	her	January	12	email,	the	Board	
decided	to	eliminate	the	monthly	newsletter	that	she	used	to	post.	

CEMETERY	

Barry	passed	around	the	yahrzeit	lists	to	the	Board	at	the	meeting	for	trustees	to	
write	one	paragraph	obituaries	to	memorialize	those	who	have	passed.	

BIKUR	CHOLIM/SOCIAL	COMMITTEE	

The	Board	decided	to	put	in	the	notifications	for	Passover	community	seder	that	
attendees	may	bring	canned	goods	donations	for	The	Food	Basket	of	Kona.	

SHABBAT	TERUMAH	 February	29,	2020		 10:00	a.m.	

	 Leaders:	 To	Be	Determined	(possibly	Trina)	

	 Drash:		 To	Be	Determined	

	 Torah:		 Aviva	Plaut	and	Vic	

	 Challah:	 Nella	and	Alan	

	 Producer:	 Vic	

	 Potluck	to	follow	



MEMBERSHIP	DIRECTORY	

Alan	said	responses	to	the	letter	inquiring	about	whether	members	would	like	a	
directory	were	positive	and	sometimes	confusing	as	to	what	was	being	asked.		Alan	
will	check	with	Mike	for	an	up-to-date	list	of	members.		Nella	will	call	those	who	
have	not	responded.		A	PDF	directory	will	be	sent	to	those	members	who	want	it.	

CHANUKAH	PARTY	OUTREACH	

Eighty-three	index	cards	were	filled	out	by	attendees	at	the	Chanukah	party	with	
varying	degrees	of	possibilities	for	contact	from	just	names	to	full	addresses,	
including	multiple	cards	for	different	members	of	the	same	family.		Thank	you	
messages	were	sent	to	46	adults	either	by	calling,	emailing	or	snail	mailing.		One	of	
those	contacts,	Rachel	Shinnar	emailed	Trina	asking	that	her	kids	be	admitted	to	the	
Hebrew	class	for	the	next	3	months	while	she	is	here.		Their	tuition	will	be	prorated.	
Eleven	children’s	names	were	made	available	to	Trina	to	contact.	There	were	6	
requests	to	be	added	to	the	mailing	list,	one	email	address	correction,	and	Rabbi	
Tendler’s	contact	information	was	sent	to	Aviva	for	her	list	of	rabbis	available	for	
contact.	

RABBI	DANIEL’S	MARCH	VISIT	 March	27-28,	2020	
	
Nella	will	ask	Ruth	if	her	ohana	is	available	for	housing	Rabbi	Daniel	and	possibly	
Margi.		Vic	will	be	the	contact	person	for	Rabbi	Daniel.	
	
SIMCHAT	TORAH	 Sunday,	October	11,	2020	 (Day	after	Iron	Man)	
	
	 Location:	 Old	A	Maka`eo	Pavilion	
	
	 Barry	will	assemble	a	small	group	of	musicians.		
	 Potluck	to	follow.	 	
	
NEW	BUSINESS	
	
PESACH	
	
Mike	will	begin	research	and	ordering	for	Pesach	seder,	to	include	this	year	jars	of	
gefilte	fish	and	the	usual	kosher	l’pesach	wine.	
	
WRITTEN	COMMITTEE	REPORTS	
	
Written	committee	reports	will	be	gladly	accepted	for	insert	into	the	minutes	of	the	
Board	meeting	for	those	who	feel	so	inclined.	
	
JEWS	OF	UKRAINE	AND	RUSSIA	



There	was	a	show	of	hands	to	see	who	would	be	going	to	Dr.	Alex	Rosenstein’s	talk	
that	will	take	place	at	Kona	Joe’s	Coffee	in	Kealakekua	this	afternoon	at	3	p.m.	There	
will	be	no	charge	to	KBS	for	the	venue.	
	
NEXT	MEETING	

The	next	Board	meeting	will	be	March	8,	at	10:00	a.m.		Nella	will	ask	Ruth	if	her	
house	might	be	available	and	will	let	the	Board	know.	

The	meeting	was	adjourned	at	11:31	a.m.		

Respectfully	submitted,		

Nella	Silverman	

Secretary	

	

*ADDENDUM RE SCHOLARSHIP EMAIL VOTE 
Mike’s Jan. 9 email: “I suggest a scholarship amount of $1,000 and a request for 
additional donations from our mail chimp list, to be matched, up to $500 by KBS. 
I have personal reservations regarding KBS participation, but am willing to 
compromise.” 
An email vote was requested by 4 Board members (Vivienne, Joan, Trina, Barry) on 
January 15, 2020, whether to give Elia Groode a $1,000 scholarship for the program 
called Alexander Muss High School, a college prep program for high school students 
based in Hod Hasharon, Israel. These are the results of this email vote. Since there are 
currently 12 Board members, seven ayes will be needed to approve this scholarship. 
Name Aye Nay Abstain  No Response 
Ruth Ader X    
Vivienne 
Aronowitz 

X    

Shari Berman X    
Michael Bernstone    See email 
Barry Blum X    
Elaine Dobinson X    
Joel Gimpel   X  
Vic Greenspan  X   
Joan Jackson X    
Alan Silverman   X  
Nella Silverman   X  
Trina Yerlick X    
	

	

	

	


