
Minutes	

Kona	Beth	Shalom	

Board	of	Trustees	

June	7,	2020	

Zoom	(on-line)	meeting	

CALL	TO	ORDER	

Vic	convened	the	meeting	at	10:07	a.m.	

TRUSTEES	LOGGED	INTO	MEETING	

Joel	Gimpel,	Alan	Silverman,	Elaine	Dobinson,	Vic	Greenspan,	Trina	Yerlick,	Barry	
Blum,	Nella	Silverman,	Una	Greenaway,	and	Vivienne	Aronowitz.		

TRUSTEES	ABSENT	

Mike	Bernstone,	Ruth	Ader,	and	Shari	Berman.	

OTHERS	LOGGED	INTO	MEETING	

Rabbi	Daniel	Lev	

MINUTES	

Upon	motion	made	and	seconded,	the	minutes	of	the	May	Board	meeting	(with	one	
punctuation	correction)	were	approved.		

NEW	BUSINESS	

HIGH	HOLIDAYS	(HH)	

Rabbi Lev was available for a short time at the beginning of the meeting.  He informed 
the Board that he is not leaving Oahu before a vaccine or cure for COVID-19 is available.  
This means he will not travel to Kona for HH but could be part of a Zoom service.  A 
discussion ensued about what the HH services could look like, such as: if we had social 
distancing at Hawaiian Queen Coffee Garden (HQCG); if we had a Zoom service, either 
in individual homes or together with participants projected on a big screen; if we did a 
shortened service; if we had some congregants outdoors, or some combination of the 
above.  Barry stated there would be no food. The maximum number of Zoom participants 
with the congregation’s current subscription level is 100 people. It was decided to create 
a questionnaire on Survey Monkey to ask KBS members their preference for services.  
Barry volunteered to create the questionnaire but asked Board members to contribute 
ideas.  Vivienne will set up the Survey Monkey and send it to members of KBS. Vic 
invited Rabbi Lev to the Weinberg Foundation’s 2020 Hawaii Jewish Leader Convening 
(June 24 on Zoom) that will discuss the impact of the current crisis on attendee’s 
organizations and community.  The idea of sharing the HH with another congregation in 



Hawaii was suggested with perhaps each congregation doing a portion of the service.  
Trina will contact Rabbi Rachel of Ahava Aina on the Hilo side to see if her 
congregation would be interested in this idea. Rabbi Lev will be contacted by Vic after 
the Survey Monkey is completed to let him know what KBS plans are for HH. Vic will 
contact Shari to see if she plans to be in Hawaii for HH. 
 	

TREASURER’S	REPORT	

Mike	emailed	the	financial	reports	to	the	Board	members.		Alan	mentioned	one	new	
family	unit	has	sent	in	a	membership	after	joining	the	Torah	studies	that	Aviva	and	
Yehuda	Plaut	have	conducted	almost	every	Saturday	since	April.	

COMMITTEE	REPORTS:	

FACILITIES	

With	the	Board’s	permission,	Alan	will	cancel	rental	of	HQCG	for	services	on	June	
27.		A	Zoom	service	will	be	held	instead.		

JEWISH	EDUCATION	

The	last	class	was	a	party	held	at	the	End	of	the	World	beach.		The	students’	
participation	in	last	month’s	Zoom	service	was	difficult	with	everyone	saying	the	
prayers	together.	The	next	time	it	was	suggested	that	each	child	have	a	sentence	or	
two	for	which	to	prepare	and	share.		Next	year	classes	will	be	held	on	Zoom	or	
together	at	the	beach	with	social	distancing.	

WEBSITE/NEWSLETTER	

Una	suggested	that	we	inform	people	who	are	participating	in	Zoom	torah	studies	
and	services	that	these	programs	are	being	streamed	on	Facebook.	The	Zoom	
participants	can	be	seen	and	heard	by	Facebook	followers	even	though	Facebook	
does	not	allow	followers	to	participate.	Trina	noted	that	parents	of	her	students	did	
not	want	their	children	to	be	seen	online.		Trina	will	notify	parents	to	shut	off	video	
when	their	children	are	participating	in	Zoom	services.	Alan	will	note	in	
congregation	emails	regarding	those	programs	that	may	be	streamed	on	Facebook.	

Vivienne	was	granted	permission	to	use	KBS	Zoom	subscription	for	her	June	North	
Hawaii	Chavurah	service.	

Alan	asked	if	the	Board	wanted	to	continue	asking	for	funds	for	the	Kona	Food	Bank	
with	his	letters	to	the	congregation.		Vic	said	he	would	contact	Mike	about	it.	

CEMETERY	

Barry	was	not	contacted	regarding	any	deaths	this	past	month.	

BIKUR	CHOLIM/SOCIAL	COMMITTEE	



Alan	noted	that	Mike,	in	his	financial	report	email,	said	that,	in	addition	to	the	$500	
KBS	contribution,	he	had	received	another	$550	in	donations	to	give	to	the	Kona	
Food	Bank.	

Trina	let	us	know	that	Marilyn	Anderson	had	taken	a	bad	fall	and	could	use	meals	
while	she	recovers.	

SHABBAT	KORACH	 	 June	27,	2020		 11:00	a.m.	
	
	 Leader:	 Shari	Berman	(Vic	is	checking	with	her	to	confirm)	
	 Location:	 Zoom	service	
	
NEW	BUSINESS	
	
AS	THE	QUARANTINE	LIFTS	
	
As	the	number	of	new	cases	COVID-19	on	the	Big	Island	has	been	at	zero	for	awhile	
and	we	are	still	waiting	for	the	influx	of	visitors,	we	are	waiting	to	see	what	will	
happen	and	how	things	will	shake	out.		Everything	we	plan	may	have	to	change	
depending	on	how	many	new	cases	arise,	if	any.	
	
MI	SHEBERACH	
	
Prayer	was	said	for	those	in	need	of	healing:	Jan	Rae	going	for	surgery,	Marilyn	
Anderson	recovering	from	a	fall,	and	health	for	those	throughout	our	country	who	
are	standing	up	for	blacks	and	minorities	against	police	brutality	while	we	are	still	
in	the	midst	of	a	pandemic.	
	
NEXT	MEETING	

The	next	Board	meeting	will	be	July	5,	at	10:00	a.m.	on	Zoom.	

The	meeting	was	adjourned	at	11:30	a.m.		

Respectfully	submitted,		

Nella	Silverman	

Secretary	

	

	

	

	


