Minutes
Kona Beth Shalom
Board of Trustees
May 3, 2020
Zoom (on-line) meeting

CALL TO ORDER
Vic convened the meeting at 11:10 a.m.
TRUSTEES LOGGED INTO MEETING

Joel Gimpel, Alan Silverman, Elaine Dobinson, Vic Greenspan, Trina Yerlick, Barry
Blum, Mike Bernstone,, Nella Silverman, Una Greenaway, Ruth Ader, Shari Berman
and Vivienne Aronowitz.

TRUSTEES ABSENT
None
MINUTES

Upon motion made and seconded, the minutes of the February Board meeting were
approved.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Mike emailed the financial reports to the Board members. Mike has suspended
advertisements in West Hawaii Today newspaper since we are no longer
congregating in groups of 10 or more to comply with restrictions placed by Hawaii
State Government due to the COVID-19 Pandemic. There have been few expenses
and no income since the last Board meeting. Warning: phishing scam emails for
funds have been received by Board members under Vic’s and Rabbi Daniel Lev’s
names but using false email addresses.

Upon motion made and seconded, the Treasurer’s report was approved.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
FACILITIES

Due to the Pandemic, services have been cancelled at Hawaiian Queen Coffee Garden
(HQCQG) for March and April. Alan will also cancel May’s service and Rabbi Lev has
cancelled his airline ticket for the long Shavuot weekend that was planned. KBS pays
a deposit at the beginning of the year for each date reserved but, if we cancel, that
amount is applied as payment for the next time we actually use the facility. Storage



at HQCG has already been paid for this year. Reservation for the Maka eo Pavilion
venue for the community seder was cancelled.

Per Mike, Alan Pollak has consented to find room on his property to bury our old
prayer books that can no longer be used. It was agreed to wait until the lockdown is
lifted before transporting the books.

JEWISH EDUCATION

There will be one more class this year. The last couple of classes have been on Zoom,
including a Passover class. Two students will have bar/bat mitzvahs in 2021. Trina
is coordinating the events with Rabbi Lev and Aviva Plaut. The children will be
asked to chant a prayer at the May Zoom service.

WEBSITE/NEWSLETTER

Zoom services were held in March and April with Shari officiating from Japan. Aviva
and Yehuda Plaut have led Torah studies via Zoom on April 11, April 18 and May 2.
The May 2 Torah Study was live-streamed onto Facebook. The Facebook platform
allows people to hear the service but not to participate.

Vivienne has had a Zoom service for North Hawaii Chaverah in April and another
will be scheduled in May.

CEMETERY

Barry noted that no one was buried this past month and was not sure how to do
tahara in this pandemic shutdown. He encouraged people to stay well.

Sara Nealy added more names to the yahrzeit list. The yahrzeit list includes
members and their relatives and friends and others important to KBS, as requested.

Vic has volunteered to make plain pine boxes for burials. Barry asked that when he
does make one to consider making two so that they will be available. The other
choices for coffins are to buy them from the cemetery, which is costly, or to buy
them from Costco, which takes awhile to receive.

BIKUR CHOLIM/SOCIAL COMMITTEE

Vivienne suggested that KBS contribute to The Food Basket to help those in need in
Kona and to set up a way for people to make individual donations through our
website. Mike made a motion for KBS to donate $500 to The Food Basket. The
motion was seconded and passed. Alan will post a donation portal on the website
for The Food Basket so our community can donate there as well.

Shari suggested that emails from the congregation include a notification highlighting
opportunities for tzedakah at KBS, e.g. Smile.Amazon. She put out the possibility of
having “cyber-members.”



Una suggested our Board define the concept of tzedakah - to give to those in need -
and a policy of fiduciary responsibility to our members. Una will draft something to
submit to the Board. There was a consensus not to include a tithe or a specific
amount request from the members. Vic felt that there should be a way to set up a file
of accredited non-profits and a way to request credentials of new non-profits.

SHABBAT SHAVUOT March 29-30, 2020

Since this will be a Zoom service and Rabbi Lev is willing to lead it, there was a vote
to request that he conduct both Friday night and Saturday morning services. Second
choice would be a Saturday morning service and a Torah study on Sunday. Third
choice would be just a Saturday service. This would all be determined by Rabbi
Lev’s availability. The Board decided a one time on-line service would be paid $300
and if we have 2 services, he would be paid $500. Trina would convey this proposal
to the Rabbi, with Vic to confirm details in a follow-up call.

NEW BUSINESS
PUBLICITY

Vic brought up having newspaper publicity of the Zoom services and Torah studies.
Alan noted that Zoom meeting platforms have been “taken over” by scammers and
extremist groups and expressed concern that, despite extra safety precautions
added by Zoom, broadcasting too widely about our events may invite a hijacking.
The Board decided not to pay for publicizing outside our email list. On our website
there could be a notice that we’re holding Zoom services and to contact KBS if
interested.

BOARD MEMBERS

Joan Jackson has resigned from the Board. Una Greenaway is now an active Board
member as Immediate Past President. Vivienne has agreed to attend Board
meetings on Zoom and as her term on the Board has expired and she is no longer
Immediate Past President, the Board nominated her to fill a Board position until she
can be elected for a full 3 year term at the next Annual Membership Meeting.

MI SHEBERACH

Prayer was said for those in need of healing and for those suffering in the current
Pandemic.

DIRECTORY

Mike was asked to submit a current 2020 membership list to Alan so that the
Membership Directory can be completed.



NEXT MEETING

The next Board meeting will be June 7, at 11:00 a.m. on Zoom.
The meeting was adjourned at 12:39 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Nella Silverman

Secretary



