
Minutes	

Kona	Beth	Shalom	

Board	of	Trustees	

August	9,	2020	

Zoom	(on-line)	meeting	

CALL	TO	ORDER	

Vic	convened	the	meeting	at	10:10	a.m.	

TRUSTEES	LOGGED	INTO	MEETING	

Joel	Gimpel,	Alan	Silverman,	Elaine	Dobinson,	Vic	Greenspan,	Barry	Blum,	Nella	
Silverman,	Una	Greenaway,	Mike	Bernstone,	Ruth	Ader	and	Vivienne	Aronowitz.		

TRUSTEES	ABSENT	

Shari	Berman	and	Trina	Yerlick	

MINUTES	

Upon	motion	made	and	seconded,	the	minutes	of	the	July	Board	meeting	were	
approved.	 	

TREASURER’S	REPORT	

Mike	emailed	the	financial	reports	to	the	Board	members.		There	were	no	expenses	
except	for	the	storage	unit	rental.		Upon	motion	made	and	seconded,	the	Treasurer’s	
report	was	approved.	

COMMITTEE	REPORTS:	

FACILITIES	

Alan	will	cancel	rental	of	HQCG	for	services	on	August	22	as	well	as	the	High	
Holidays,	September	18-19	and	September	27-28.			Zoom	services	will	be	held	
instead.		

JEWISH	EDUCATION	

Nothing	to	report.	

WEBSITE/NEWSLETTER	

Jewish	Community	Services	(JCS)	has	launched	their	website	which	includes	a	
calendar	of	Jewish	events	across	the	islands.		Alan	will	provide	a	link	for	the	Board	
to	access	this	site.		KBS	has	been	invited	to	post	our	calendar	of	events	there.	



JCS	has	notified	us	of	a	new	service	–	Oahu	Kosher	can	provide	kosher	meals	to	any	
of	the	islands.		There	have	been	requests	from	visitors	about	kosher	food	
availability.	

Mike	will	come	up	with	a	2020	Membership	Application	Contribution	Form	(MACF).		
More	details	under	Old	Business:	High	Holidays.	

CEMETERY	

Barry	made	us	aware	of	Dr.	Gary	Goldberg’s	passing	on	July	30.		He	was	previously	
part	of	KBS	community.	Jan	Rae	was	asked	to	send	a	condolence	card	to	the	family	
via	North	Hawaii	Community	Hospital	where	he	worked.	

BIKUR	CHOLIM/SOCIAL	COMMITTEE	

Alan	will,	by	High	Holidays,	reactivate	the	online	Food	Bank	donation	portal.	It	
was	requested	to	make	it	valid	for	not	only	a	one-time	donation,	but	also	recurring	
monthly	donations.	Vic	will	put	a	mention	of	this	charitable	donation	
opportunity	in	the	Annual	Newsletter.	

SHABBAT	SHOFTIM	 	 August	22,	2020	 	 11:00	a.m.	
	
	 Leader/Drash:	 Shari	Berman	
	 Torah	reader:		 Shari/Aviva	Plaut	 	
	 Location:	 	 Zoom	service	
Elaine	suggested	muting	everyone	except	the	speaker	especially	during	community	
prayers	and	songs.	
	
OLD	BUSINESS	
	
HIGH	HOLIDAYS	(HH)	
	
Annual	Newsletter:	Elaine	volunteered	to	help	Vic	collate	and	write	the	Annual	
Newsletter.	
	
Machzor:	Rabbi	Lev’s	machzor	will	be	used.		A	paper	copy	was	sent	to	Yehudah	
Plaut	who	is	compiling	the	pages	of	readings	in	the	order	that	the	rabbi	is	going	to	
use	them	in	each	service	so	that	they	can	be	displayed	online	or	congregants	can	
print	them.		
	
Remuneration:		Last	year	Rabbi	Lev	was	paid	$5000	and	Shari	$1000	for	conducting	
services.		A	motion	was	made	and	seconded	to	remunerate	Rabbi	Lev	$5000	and	
Shari	$2000	for	conducting	High	Holiday	services	in	2020.		The	motion	was	
amended	and	seconded	to	increase	Shari’s	remuneration	to	$2500.		Mike	noted	
these	payments	were	within	the	ability	of	the	treasury	to	pay.	The	Board	
unanimously	approved	the	amended	motion.	
	



Pre-recording	of	certain	sections	of	services:		Ideas	were	for	Joel	Gimpel	to	pre-
record	violin	solos	of	Kol	Nidre	and	Avinu	Malkeynu.		Other	suggestions	are	
welcome.	Please	let	Vic	or	anyone	on	the	High	Holiday	committee	know.		
	
	MACF:		The	question	came	up	about	how	to	ask	people	for	High	Holiday	
contributions	in	this	COVID	crisis	when	we	are	having	services	only	on	Zoom.	A	
motion	was	made	and	seconded	to	ask	non-members	to	pay	$36	to	receive	all	four	
of	the	High	Holiday	Zoom	services	meeting	ID’s	and	passwords.	After	discussion,	the	
vote	was	postponed	until	Mike	could	create	the	2020	MACF	that	would	have	1)	
suggested	payment	due	date,	preferably	in	red,	so	that	Zoom	access	numbers	could	
be	provided	before	HH;	2)	Mike	said	he	would	keep	regular	membership	dues	at	
current	levels;	3)Give	Aloha	Fund(Sack	N	Save	charitable	contribution)	information;	
4)	new	line	for	guest	High	Holiday	Zoom	donation	as	well	as;	5)the	usual		donation	
Funds,	such	as	Yizkor,	Chevra	Kadisha,	etc.	After	the	Board	receives	the	MACF	by	
email,	there	would	be	a	week	where	changes	could	be	debated	and	eventually	an	
approved	form	could	be	ready	for	sending	to	the	KBS	mailing	list.	
	
Facebook	access:	Vivienne	suggested	that	we	limit	or	eliminate	the	access	during	HH	
as	the	they	are	deeply	personal	services.	Torah	Studies	and	Shabbat	services	show	
log-ins	from	20-30	people	for	each	event.	Alan	suggested	live-streaming	only	Erev	
Rosh	Hashonah	and	Kol	Nidre	services.		He	noted	Zoom	can	record	meetings	and	
that	certain	sections	of	the	services,	as	deemed	appropriate,	could	be	streamed	
later.		
	
Tashlich:	Vivienne	thought	this	might	be	an	opportunity	for	congregants	to	be	at	an	
outdoor	event	together,	using	social	distancing	and	masks.		With	the	number	of	
cases	increasing,	she	suggested	we	wait	until	closer	to	HH	to	make	a	decision	since	
parks	may	be	closed.	
	
NEW	BUSINESS	
	
ANNUAL	MEETING	
	
It	was	decided	that	the	Annual	Meeting	would	be	conducted	on	Zoom	after	HH	on	
Sunday,	October	18	at	10	a.m.		Joel	reminded	the	Board	that	the	President’s	report,	
the	Annual	Budget	and	Election	of	Officers	would	need	to	be	part	of	the	agenda.		
Elaine	suggested	there	should	be	a	recruiting	effort	for	new	Board	members,	
younger	and	with	children	if	possible.		Alan	noted	that,	through	outreach	at	the	
Torah	Studies	conducted	weekly	by	the	Plauts,	we	know	that	Sara	Nealy	has	
recently	moved	back	to	Hawaii.		She	might		be	a	good	prospect.	
	
NORTH	HAWAII	CHAVURAH	
	
This	coming	Friday,	Vivienne	will	be	conducting	her	evening	service	via	Zoom	
together	with	KBS	candle	lighting.		Alan	will	set	up	the	meeting.	
	



NEXT	MEETING	

The	next	Board	meeting	will	be	September	6,	at	10:00	a.m.	on	Zoom.	

	

The	meeting	was	adjourned	at	11:46	a.m.		

Respectfully	submitted,		

Nella	Silverman	

Secretary	


