
Minutes	

Kona	Beth	Shalom	

Board	of	Trustees	

September	6,	2020	

Zoom	(on-line)	meeting	

CALL	TO	ORDER	

Vic	convened	the	meeting	at	10:00	a.m.	

TRUSTEES	LOGGED	INTO	MEETING	

Joel	Gimpel,	Alan	Silverman,	Elaine	Dobinson,	Vic	Greenspan,	Barry	Blum,	Nella	
Silverman,	Una	Greenaway,	Trina	Yerlick	and	Mike	Bernstone	

TRUSTEES	ABSENT	

Shari	Berman,	Ruth	Ader	and	Vivienne	Aronowitz	

OTHERS	PRESENT	

Aviva	and	Yehudah	Plaut	

MINUTES	

Upon	motion	made	and	seconded,	the	minutes	of	the	August	Board	meeting	were	
approved.	 	

TREASURER’S	REPORT	

Mike	emailed	the	financial	reports	to	the	Board	members.		Rabbi	Lev	and	Shari	
Berman	will	be	paid	their	stipends	for	High	Holiday	services	this	month.	Since	this	
year’s	membership	form	went	out,	there	have	been	16	member	renewals	and	2	new	
memberships.		Upon	motion	made	and	seconded,	the	Treasurer’s	report	was	
approved.	

COMMITTEE	REPORTS:	

FACILITIES	

Since	we	have	prepaid	our	storage	fees	at	Hawaiian	Queen	Coffee	Garden	(HQCG),	
we	have	access	to	our	High	Holiday	materials	stored	there.		We	have	not	paid	rent	to	
HQCG	since	the	shutdown	for	the	COVID	pandemic	in	March	of	this	year	since	we	
are	not	holding	in-person	services	there.	

JEWISH	EDUCATION	



The	first	class	of	this	year	will	be	on	Zoom	September	14.		Plans	are	for	there	to	be	
alternating	Zoom	classes	and	in-person	classes	with	social	distancing.		These	in-
person	class	plans	are	subject	to	change.		There	are	3	children	registered	this	year	
and	classes	will	be	on	Mondays.	

Elia	Groode,	our	scholarship	recipient,	has	returned	from	Israel.		A	copy	of	her	letter	
describing	her	time	in	Israel	is	attached	to	the	minutes.	Trina	will	contact	her	to	
give	a	talk	at	one	of	our	Shabbats	after	High	Holidays.	

WEBSITE/NEWSLETTER	

There	have	been	several	people	signing	in	for	the	2020	Membership	Form.		When	a	
member	signs	up,	Mike	sends	a	confirmation	letter	noting	that	Zoom	instructions	
will	be	sent	at	a	later	date.		Mike	asked	who	was	paying	the	Zoom	subscription	for	
the	past	few	months	and	told	Alan	to	send	the	$15/month	bill	to	him	when	he	wants	
reimbursement.	

Give	Aloha	campaign	is	working	and	can	be	accessed	on-line.	Sack	N	Save	or	
Foodland	will	match	$249	of	your	membership	dues	to	Kona	Beth	Shalom,	
registration	code	78575.		

Alan	will	notify	Jewish	Community	Services	(JCS)	of	our	High	Holiday	services	dates	
to	place	on	their	calendar	of	Jewish	events.							

Our	Annual	Newsletter	has	been	posted	on	our	website.	

CEMETERY	

Barry	said,		“No	news	is	good	news.”	

BIKUR	CHOLIM/SOCIAL	COMMITTEE	

The	online	Food	Bank	donation	portal	has	been	reactivated	and	is	now	valid	for	not	
only	a	one-time	donation	but	also	recurring	monthly	donations.		Una	has	dropped	
off	bananas	at	their	warehouse,	73-4161	Ulu	Wini	Pl.,	just	above	the	Costco	
shopping	center	complex	near	the	Restore.		

Upon	motion	made	and	seconded,	the	committee	reports	have	been	approved.	

OLD	BUSINESS	

HIGH	HOLIDAYS	(HH)	 Zoom	Services	
	
Erev	Rosh	Hashanah		 Friday,	September	18,	2020		 6	pm	-	8	pm	
Rosh	Hashana	 	 Saturday,	September	19,	2020	 10	am-12:30	pm	
Tashlich	 No	longer	being	scheduled	as	an	in-person	event.	See	below.	
Shabbat	Shuvah	
	 Cande	Lighting	 Friday,	September	25,	2020		 6:20	pm	
	 Torah	Study	 	 Saturday,	September	26,	2020	 11	am	



Kol	Nidre	 	 	 Sunday,	September	27,	2020	 starts	6	pm	
Yom	Kippur	 	 	 September	28,	2020	 	 	 10	am-5	pm	
	
Regular	Shabbat	services	scheduled	for	September	26	(Shabbat	Shuvah)	will	be	a	
Torah	Study	conducted	by	Aviva	and	Yehudah	Plaut	on	Zoom	at	11	am.	
	

• KBS	will	use	B’Seifer	Chayim,	the	machzor	compiled	by	Gary	Konigsberg	with	
modification	by	Rabbi	Daniel	Lev,	for	HH.		Aviva	and	Yehudah	Plaut	arranged	
the	pages	in	the	order	prescribed	by	Rabbi	Lev	for	each	service	and	digitized	
them	for	easy	access	on	Zoom.		Alan	has	worked	with	Rabbi	Lev	for	last	
minute	edits	and	to	make	PDF’s	of	the	Machzor	for	congregants	to	use	during	
services.		The	Amidah	will	be	included	in	the	PDF	but	not	digitized	for	display	
on	Zoom	because	it	would	be	difficult	to	read	on	screen.		These	PDF’s	along	
with	Zoom	settings	will	be	sent	to	paid	congregants.	

• Some	songs	and	instrumentals	will	be	prerecorded.		Aviva	and	Yehuda	Plaut,	
Shari	Berman	and	Joel	Gimpel	have	been	scheduled	for	recording	sessions.		
Joel	will	also	provide	violin	music	as	background	during	the	Amidah.	Torah	
readings	will	be	done	live	with	congregation	muted.	

• Shofar	service:	A	question	arose	about	whether	shofars	will	be	blown	on	
Rosh	Hashanah	since	it	is	on	Shabbat	and	that	will	be	clarified	by	Rabbi	Lev.		
Barry	and	Vic	will	blow	shofars	for	Yom	Kippur	with	Zoom	audio	settings	
appropriately	set.	

• Readings	by	congregants:	People	need	to	be	scheduled	for	readings.		Trina	
wanted	a	copy	of	the	service	PDF	so	she	could	plan	how	her	students	could	
be	part	of	the	HH	services.	

• Tashlich:	Barry	will	work	on	a	note	explaining	to	congregants	how	to	plan	
and	perform	their	own	Tashlich	service.	

• Yitzkor:	Mike	has	the	names	and	ages	of	Polna	residents	as	well	as	any	new	
requests	that	come	in	with	the	2020	Membership	Applications.		Barry	has	the	
KBS	full	list	of	yahrzeits.	Barry	will	assign	Board	members	and	others	
yahrzeit	names	they	will	read.	Rabbi	Lev	will	ask	congregants	to	participate	
and	Yehudah	will	perform	the	stone	ceremony.	Trina	will	bring	the	large	
stone	to	the	Plauts	house	before	HH.	

• Trial	Run:	The	Wednesday	evening	before	HH,	Alan,	Shari	and	Aviva	and	
possibly	Rabbi	Lev	will	have	a	Zoom	session	to	do	a	quick	run	through	the	
Rosh	Hashanah	services.	

	
ANNUAL	MEETING	 Sunday,	October	18,	2020	 10	am	 	 Zoom	
	
Needs:	Re-elect	Board	Members	Vivienne	Aronowitz	and	Joel	Gimpel	whose	terms	
are	expiring;	approve	Annual	Budget	as	provided	by	Mike	Bernstone;	and	elect	
Board	Officers	(President,	two	Vice-Presidents,	Treasurer	and	Secretary).			
	
		
NEW	BUSINESS	
	



BAR	MITZVAH	IN	OCTOBER	
	
Vivienne	passed	on	a	request	from	a	family	living	at	the	Hualalai	Resort	to	use	our	
Torah	for	their	son’s	bar	mitzvah	in	October.		They	have	someone	to	conduct	the	
service	but	they	need	a	Torah	scroll.		Mike	offered	to	visit	the	family,	welcome	them	
to	our	community,	find	out	exactly	what	they	need	and	explain	per	our	agreement	
with	Memorial	Scrolls	Foundation	that	the	Torah	cannot	be	loaned	out.	
		
MI	SHEBERACH	
	
Prayer	was	said	for	those	in	need	of	healing.	
	
NEXT	MEETING	

The	next	Board	meeting	will	be	October	4,	at	10:00	a.m.	on	Zoom.	

	

The	meeting	was	adjourned	at	11:37	a.m.		

Respectfully	submitted,		

Nella	Silverman	

Secretary	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



Addenda:	Note	from	Elia	Groode	to	KBS	(pictures	not	included)	

The	past	three	weeks	have	been	some	of	the	most	educational	amazing	weeks	of	my	
life.	I’ve	been	on	several	tiyulim	(trips)	including	Mount	Gilboa,	The	western	wall	
(Jerusalem),	Mount	Carmel,	Eilat,		etc.		I	have	learned	so	much	about	the	Torah	and	
Jewish	traditions.	Not	only	have	I	pushed	myself	mentally,	but	also		physically.	
Yesterday	I	completed	a	12	mile	hike	that	took	8.5	hours.	It	was	mostly	uphill	which	
was	a	challenge.	I	think	that	the	most	touching	experience	I’ve	had	so	far	was	at	a	
Shabbat	service	I	attended	at	Kibbutz	Keturah	in	the	Negev.	I	felt	so	connected	to	
their	way	of	praying	and	I	was	so	touched	by	their	community.	This	experience	
inspired	me	to	be	more	committed	to	Judaism	and	really	make	an	effort	to	learn	as	
much	as	I	can.		
									My	favorite	classes	are	Israel	studies	and	Hebrew.	In	Israel	studies	we	study	the	
Tanakh	and	compare	it	to	our	lives.	We	learn	stories	in	the	Torah	and	then	go	see	
exactly	where	they	happened.	For	example,	we	went	to	mount	Gilboa	and	learned	all	
about	King	Shaul	and	his	prophet	Shmuel.	We	also	visited	the	remains	of	what	is	
believed	to	be	King	David’s	castle.		Seeing	these	places	and	having	the	background	
information	to	relate	them	to	is	amazing.		
	
	
February	4th,	2020	at	Mount	Gilboa	
Being	at	Gilboa	was	an	awesome	experience	because	I	got	to	see	where	Shaul	was	
and	the	actual	
location	that	the	British	officer	Orde	Wingate	stood	and	was	upset	at	Shaul	for	going	
around	the	
Palestinian	camps.	I	really	felt	a	deep	connection	to	the	location	because	while	I	was	
learning	
about	it	I	could	envision	what	happened	and	them	standing	there.	On	this	tiyul	we	
studied	many	
stories,	including	the	stories	of	Shaul	and	Shmuel.	We	also	got	to	be	very	close	to	the	
green	line	
which	was	an	incredible	experience.	We	learned	about	the	second	intifada	(the	
barrier	built	by	
Gilboa).	It	was	also	interesting	to	learn	about	Eglon	and	Ehud,	especially	learning	
that	Ehud	was	
such	a	leader	and	gathered	B’nei	Yisrael	and	yelled	“acharei”	after	he	stabbed	Eglon.	
I	was	
surprised	because	I	had	not	heard	of	such	a	story.	I	also	learned	that	Shimshon	
married	a	
philistine	woman	and	later	killed	many	people.	I	was	also	a	little	disappointed	to	be	
informed	
that	my	Dad’s	hebrew	name	is	after	someone	a	little	deranged.	I	also	was	very	
distrubed	to	hear	
that	Yiftach	sacrificed	his	own	daughter.	I	chose	this	picture	because	it	shows	the	
land	below	
Gilboa	and	I	was	amazed	to	be	looking	at	a	similar	view	that	Gideon	and	Shaul	saw	



when	they	
were	on	mount	Gilboa.	It	was	also	interesting	to	me	that	Shaul	died	on	Gilboa.	It	felt	
surreal	to	
be	in	a	place	that	has	so	much	history	and	significance	behind	it.	
	
February	5th,	2020,	Promenade	
I	really	enjoyed	our	Tiyul	to	this	lookout	in	Jerusalem.	Not	only	was	it	one	of	the	
most	beautiful	
places	I've	ever	been,	it	helped	me	understand	the	geography	of	Jerusalem.	I	was	
able	to	see	the	
curvature	of	the	hills	and	see	the	mountains.	I	learned	where	Har	Hazeitim,	Har	
Hamoria,	and	
Har	Hatzion	are.	That	helped	me	to	also	understand	where	the	three	valleys	were	
(Kidron,	
Haguy,	and	Gei	Hinnom).	The	view	from	where	we	had	our	lesson	was	absolutely	
stunning	and	I	
felt	so	lucky	to	be	looking	at	all	of	Jerusalem.	I	also	thought	it	was	especially	cool	
that	we	could	
see	the	cement	wall	blocking	Yehudah	and	Shomron.	It	was	an	amazing	experience	
to	drive	
through	the	West	Bank	the	previous	day.	I	have	been	wanting	to	go	to	the	west	bank	
for	a	long	
time	and	visit	one	of	my	best	friends.	Even	though	I	did	not	get	to	visit	him	in	
Hebron,	it	was	
amazing	to	see	where	his	home	is	and	the	people	he	lives	amongst.	Anyway,	being	at	
the	
promenade	was	an	awesome	experience	and	a	great	place	to	learn	more	about	King	
David	and	
the	reasons	why	he	picked	Jerusalem	as	the	place	he	wanted	to	be.	

February	9th,	2020	at	Mount	Carmel	
Learning	about	Eliyahu	on	Mount	Carmel	was	a	great	experience	because	I	got	to	
appreciate	the	
beauty	of	the	mountain,	as	well	as	see	exactly	where	Eliyahu	proved	to	the	Ba’al	
worshippers	
that	“Hashem	hu	Haelohim.”	It	was	really	fascinating	to	hear	about	the	stories	of	the	
Ba’al	
prophets	and	their	desperation	to	prove	that	he	was	Elohim.	I	was	also	really	
surprised	to	hear	
that	they	slit	their	heads	open	to	attract	Ba’al	because	he	is	drawn	to	blood.	I	was	
very	impressed	
by	the	view	from	this	photograph,	especially	the	beautiful	ocean	in	the	background	
as	we	
continued	upward.	My	whole	life	I	was	compared	to	Eliyahu	because	my	name	is	so	
similar;	so	it	
was	interesting	to	hear	more	about	him	and	his	courageousness.	I	was	proud	to	hear	



how	he	
pushed	for	the	acceptance	and	knowledge	of	G-d.	It	was	inspiring	to	hear	how	
passionate	he	was	
to	deliver	the	truth	despite	being	the	only	prophet	left.	Though	he	was	passionate,	
he	was	also	
very	confident	because	he	did	not	push	any	information	on	anyone,	he	just	knew	
that	G-d	would	
deliver	the	message	himself.	


