
Minutes	

Annual	Meeting	of	Congregation	

Kona	Beth	Shalom	

October	18,	2020	

Zoom	(on-line)	meeting	

CALL	TO	ORDER	

Vic	Greenspan	convened	the	meeting	at	10:10	a.m.	and	welcomed	all	to	the	annual	
meeting.		Thanks	were	given	for	everyone	who	has	contributed	and	participated	in	
all	the	Zoom	get-togethers;	to	Alan	Silverman	for	making	the	Zoom	encounters	
happen,	to	Aviva	and	Yehudah	Plaut	for	hosting	the	Torah	Studie,	and	to	all	who	
participated	in	making	the	holidays	meaningful.	KBS	added	Zoom	candle	lightings	
on	Friday	nights.	

MEMBERS	LOGGED	INTO	MEETING	(minimum	of	16	members	needed	for	quorum)	

Ruth	Ader,	Vivienne	Aronowitz,	Barry	and	Gloria	Blum,	Tamar	Elias,	Vic	Greenspan,	
Yehudah	and	Aviva	Plaut,	Alan	and	Nella	Silverman,	Joel	Gimpel	and	Jan	Rae,	Mike	
and	Ruth	Bernstone,	Marilyn	Anderson,	Ruth	Glatt,	Trina	and	Shai	Yerlick,	Dr.	Mike	
Colson	and	Sarah	Kramer.	(Total	members	=	20)	

MINUTES	

Upon	motion	made	and	seconded,	the	minutes	of	the	2019	Annual	Meeting	were	
accepted.		

TREASURER’S	REPORT	

Mike	Bernstone,	Treasurer,	distributed	the	annual	budget	based	on	projections	from	
the	past	few	years.	The	finances	are	in	good	shape	in	light	of	the	fact	that	we	have	
had	no	rental	fees	to	pay	to	Hawaiian	Queen	Coffee	Garden	(HQCG)	for	their	facility	
since	the	COVID-19	lockdown	more	than	6	months	ago.		Upon	separate	motions	
made	and	seconded,	the	financial	report	and	2020-21	KBS	budget	were	
unanimously		approved.		

COMMITTEE	REPORTS:	

FACILITIES	

Alan	Silverman	explained	that	the	rental	agreement	with	HQCG	required	us	to	pay	a	
reservation	fee	of	one	hour	($70)	per	date	we	booked	for	our	Shabbats	and	holidays	
for	2020,	with	the	remainder	of	the	rental	fee	due	before	each	actual	date.		Since	the	
pandemic,	KBS	has	cancelled	events	and	HQCG	has	carried	forward	those	
reservation	fees	without	penalty,	applying	them	to	future	rentals.		As	a	result,	when	
we	are	able	to	resume	in-person	services,	we	will	have	several	fully	paid	dates	



available.	Alan	has	also	cancelled	reservations	at	County	facilities,	the	latest	being	
for	Simchat	Torah	and	the	Chanukah	party	at	Old	A	Pavilion.		Right	now	there	are	no	
outstanding	reservations	for	this	coming	year’s	events.		The	County	is	not	taking	
reservations	for	anything	for	more	than	10	people.			The	question	was	posed	
whether	we	could	reserve	a	space	for	10	just	so	we	could	have	the	date	for	next	
year’s	seder,	if	it	will	even	be	possible	to	do	in-person.		

With	the	success	of	Zoom,	the	possibility	of	having	a	video	camera	in	the	back	of	the	
sanctuary	when	in-person	services	resume	was	seen	as	a	real	possibility	that	
previously	was	not	available.	

JEWISH	EDUCATION		

Trina	Yerlick,	our	teacher,	has	three	students	this	year	and	is	conducting	classes	on	
Zoom	and	in	person.	They	are	studying	Torah,	holidays	and	Hebrew.	There	is	one	
student	coming	up	for	her	bat	mitzvah	this	coming	year.		Trina	felt	that	the	11	a.m.	
start	time	for	Zoom	shabbat	services	was	too	late	for	her	students	to	participate.		
She	felt	10	or	10:30	would	be	better.	

WEBSITE	

Alan	Silverman,	along	with	Elaine	Dobinson,	have	been	keeping	the	calendar	and	
congregation	information	up	to	date	on	the	website.	The	Zoom	Torah	studies	are	
now	on	the	calendar	and,	when	they	are	live	streamed	on	Facebook,	they	have	an	
equal	number	of	participants.	

Thanks	to	Barry	Blum,	there	is	now	a	searchable	Yahrzeit	list,	which	contains	small	
biographical	entries	as	well.		Alan	will	put	a	banner	on	the	website	to	remind	people	
to	search	this	list	and	add	to	it.	Barry	requested	a	typeface	that	is	more	legible.	

Jewish	Community	Services	Hawaii	(JCS-HI)	headquartered	in	Oahu	has	created	a	
website	that	they	hope	will	have	contributions	from	all	the	islands.		They	have	
invited	us	to	participate	and	Alan	will	add	our	calendar	to	their	site	as	well	as	a	link	
from	our	website	to	theirs.		So	far	KBS	has	not	been	asked	to	contribute	monetarily	
to	JCS-HI.	The	Weinberg	Foundation	provides	backing.		On	November	21,	2020,	from	
noon	to	1:30	pm,	JCS-HI	will	sponsor	a	Zoom	conversation	with	Hawaii	Senator	
Brian	Schatz,	“From	Capitol	Hill	to	Hawaii’s	Jewish	Community:	A	Look	Forward.”	

CEMETERY	REPORT	

There	were	no	actionable	items	to	report.		To	have	a	Jewish	burial	on	the	Big	Island	
is	complicated	as	there	are	no	kosher	caskets	available,	no	place	to	perform	tahara,	
and	no	permanent	members	for	chevra	kadisha.		Trina	Yerlick	and	Sarah	Kramer	
offered	to	help	Barry	on	this	committee.	

BIKUR	CHOLIM/SOCIAL	COMMITTEE	

Alysa	Freeman	served	as	Lead	of	Bikur	Cholim	this	past	year.		She	organized	
collection	of	canned	goods	and	other	non-perishable	items	for	The	Food	Basket	of	



Kona	during	last	year’s	High	Holidays.	In	December,	since	our	Chanukah	party	came	
after	Christmas,	KBS	collected	almost	$600	in	gift	certificates	for	the	Children’s	
Justice	Center,	who	used	them	for	birthday	gifts	for	foster	children	throughout	this	
year.	

In	March	everything	shut	down	because	of	the	pandemic	and	our	Passover	outreach	
KBS	website	set	up	a	link	to	The	Food	Basket	for	cash	donations	for	those	in	need.		
Our	treasury	contributed	$500	and	our	community	donated	more.		This	link	is	still	
available	for	either	one	time	or	monthly	donations	as	the	need	is	still	great	in	our	
community.	

Anyone	with	ideas	for	outreach	or	anyone	who	needs	assistance	or	knows	someone	
who	does,	please	contact	KBS	through	our	email,	konabethshalominfo@gmail.com,	
or	any	Board	member.	

NEW	BUSINESS	

ELECTION	OF	TRUSTEES	

Alysa	Freeman	and	Joan	Jackson	resigned	their	Trustee	positions	this	past	year.	
According	to	the	bylaws,	eighteen	is	the	maximum	number	of	trustees,	excluding	the	
past-president.		Two	current	Trustees	are	up	for	renewal:	Vivienne	Aronowitz	and	
Joel	Gimpel.	Two	candidates	to	be	Trustees	for	the	Board	were	added	to	the	ballot	at	
the	meeting.		They	were	Dr.	Mike	Colson	and	Sarah	Kramer.	Using	the	Zoom	Poll	
feature,	ballots	were	sent	to	all	who	attended.	A	majority	of		“yes”	votes	elects	a	
trustee.		Alan,	who	was	not	up	for	renewal	of	term,	counted	the	votes	and	reported	
the	results.		Vivienne	and	Joel	were	reelected	to	serve	3-year	terms	on	the	Board.		
Dr.	Mike	and	Sarah	were	elected	as	new	Board	Trustees.	In	order	to	comply	with	
Bylaws	that	state	only	a	third	of	all	Board	members	should	have	the	terms	ending	in	
the	same	year,	the	two	new	trustees	were	elected	to	one-year	terms.		The	following	
are	the	Board	of	Trustees	and	the	Hebrew	and	English	years	through	which	their	
terms	run:	

1. Ruth	Ader	5782	(2022)	
2. Vivienne	Aronowitz	5783	(2023)	
3. Shari	Berman	5782	(2022)	
4. Michael	Bernstone	5782	(2022)		
5. Barry	Blum	5782	(2022)	
6. Dr.	Mike	Colson	5781	(2021)	
7. Elaine	Dobinson	5781	(2021)		
8. Joel	Gimpel	5783	(2023)		
9. Victor	Greenspan	5782	(2022)	
10. Sarah	Kramer	5781	(2021)	
11. Alan	Silverman	5782	(2022)	
12. Nella	Silverman	5782	(2022)	
13. Trina	Yerlick	5782	(2022)		
14. Una	Greenaway,	immediate	past-President	



ELECTION	OF	OFFICERS	

Second	Vice-President	(VP)	Ruth	Ader	stepped	down	from	her	position.		After	
discussion,	Dr.	Mike	Colson	put	his	name	in	for	1st	VP	and	Sarah	Kramer	put	her	
name	in	for	2nd	VP.		Vic,	Michael	Bernstone	and	Nella	agreed	to	keep	their	positions.		
By	acclamation	the	congregation	approved	the	following	as	next	year’s	Officers	for	
KBS	Board	of	Trustees:	

President	 Vic	Greenspan	

1st	VP	 	 Dr.	Mike	Colson	

2nd	VP	 	 Sarah	Kramer	

Treasurer	 Mike	Bernstone	

Secretary	 Nella	Silverman	

SHEHECHEYANU	

The	prayer	was	said	by	all	to	consecrate	this	new	Board	and	this	coming	new	year	
for	KBS.	

ADJOURNMENT	

The	Annual	Meeting	was	adjourned	at	11:33	a.m.		A	short	Board	meeting	will	follow.	

Respectfully	Submitted,	

Nella	Silverman,	Secretary	


