
Minutes

Kona	Beth	Shalom

Board	of	Trustees

December	6	,	2020


Zoom	(online)	meeting


CALL	TO	ORDER


Vic	convened	the	meeting	at	10:04	a.m.


TRUSTEES	LOGGED	INTO	MEETING


Joel	Gimpel,	Alan	Silverman,	Vic	Greenspan,	Nella	Silverman,	Shari	Berman,	Trina	
Yerlick,	Dr.	Mike	Colson,	Sarah	Kramer,	Vivienne	Aronowitz,	Ruth	Ader	and	Mike	
Bernstone


TRUSTEES	ABSENT


Barry	Blum,	Elaine	Dobinson	and	Una	Greenaway


OTHERS	PRESENT


Aviva	and	Yehudah	Plaut


MINUTES


Upon	motion	made	and	seconded,	the	minutes	of	the	November	8	Board	meeting	
were	approved.	 


TREASURER’S	REPORT


Mike	emailed	the	financial	reports	to	the	Board	members.		


Storage	Unit:	Mike	noted	that	KBS	pays	approximately	$150	a	month	for	a	storage	
unit	and	suggested	we	could	discard	or	otherwise	dispose	of	some	items	in	it.	Vic	
reported	that	there	are	no	smaller	units	at	Extra	Space	Storage.		Joel	requested	and	
the	Board	agreed	for	the	need		to	have	a	complete	inventory,	which	Nella,	Alan,	Vic	
and	Aviva	volunteered	to	help	complete.		Outreach	to	Rabbi	Rachel	and	JCS	was	
suggested	for	the	siddurim	and	other	books	in	storage	that	KBS	does	not	use.		Mike	
Colson	said	he	would	have	some	room	on	his	property	to	bury	books.


COMMITTEE	REPORTS:


FACILITIES


Alan	will	contact	Hawaiian	Queen	Coffee	Garden	(HQCG)	before	the	end	of	2020	
about	reserving	dates	for	holidays	and	shabbats	in	2021.		Aviva	thought	that	there	
would	probably	be	no	holidays	before	Shavuot	on	Sunday,	May	16,	where	it	would	
even	be	possible	to	have	in-person	gatherings	if		the	COVID-19	vaccine	rollout	



occurs	as	hoped.		Alan	will	reserve	the	Old	A	Pavilion	for	1st	night	of	Passover,	
Saturday,	March	27,	just	in	case,	but	as	of	now	the	County	has	not	opened	the	
Pavilion	for	groups	greater	than	10	people.


JEWISH	EDUCATION


Trina	plans	to	have	an	in-person	Chanukah	party,	with	no	more	than	ten	people,	on	
December	14.		


Trina	is	working	on	Junior	Congregation	that	will	perhaps	be	ready	by	January.		It	
was	nice	to	have	Franz	and	Leah	join	in	the	service	last	month.


Aviva	passed	on	names	to	Trina	of	a	new	family	who	has	children	wanting	to	be	part	
of	the	Hebrew	School	as	well	as	another	family	interested	in	Hebrew	instruction.


WEBSITE


Calendars	are	continuing	to	be	updated	with	our	events.		Alan	noted	that	there	were	
19	participants	at	our	last	Zoom	shabbat	service	and	that	there	are	regularly	10-15	
people	signed	into	the	Zoom	Torah	studies.


CEMETERY


Nothing	to	report.


BIKUR	CHOLIM/SOCIAL	COMMITTEE


With	Chanukah	coming	up,	the	Board	decided	to	continue	with	online	Food	Basket	
donation	requests.		Aviva	was	impressed	with	Food	Basket’s	ability	to	broaden	its	
outreach	as	new	areas	of	need	are	identified	.	


OLD	BUSINESS


CHANUKAH	 December	10-17,	2020


Vivienne’s	North	Hawaii	Chavurah	will	have	a	Zoom	Chanukah	candle	lighting	
service	on	Friday	December	11	at	5:30	p.m.

On	Sunday,	December	13,	at	6:30	p.m.	Aviva	and	Yehudah	Plaut	will	host	a	Zoom	
candle	lighting	service	and	sing	along.		Vivienne	has	prepared	an	info	sheet	for	those	
interested	in	participating	in	the	“latke	contest.”

There	will	be	a	Zoom	candle	lighting	and	sing-along	the	other	nights	of	Chanukah	
starting	at	6:30	p.m.


DECEMBER	SHABBAT	 December	26,	2020	 	 11:00	a.m.	 Zoom


	 Leader:	 Shari	Berman	(short	service)


JANUARY	SHABBAT		 	 1/23/2021




Priscilla	Kostener		has	agreed	to		lead	our	January	shabbat	service	on	Zoom	service.	


BLACK	FIRE/WHITE	FIRE


Sara	Nealy’s	event	to	pair	congregations	with	Polna	Torahs	(KBS	,	Kol	Ami	in	
California	and	Maui’s	congregation)	will	probably	take	place	now	in	April	near	Yom	
Hashoah.		This	will	be	all	virtual	(Zoom).


ISRAELI	FILM	SERIES


Some	Board	members	got	back	to	Vivienne	regarding	their	interest	in	this	series.		
Due	to	family	health	issues,	Solange	(organizer	of	the	series)	has	postponed	any	
immediate	start.


NEW	BUSINESS


JEWISH	COMMUNITY	SERVICE


Vic	will	send	out	the	invitation	to	The	Hawaii	Jewish	Leader	Convening	on	Dec.	9,	
2020,	9	a.m.	


NEW	BOOKS	REQUEST


After	leading	the	Torah	study	for	many	months,	Yehudah	had	suggestions	for	two	
books	to	enrich	the	services:


1) translation	of	the	Chumash	that	has	no	editorial	comment

2) a	Hebrew-English	concordance


He	thought	the	Everett	Fox	(Clark	Univ.)	Torah	translation	was	a	good	choice.		He	
will	contact	his	old	Yeshiva	for	a	referral	for	the	concordance.		Shari	also	said	TES®	-	
the	Transfer	Evaluation	System	from	CollegeSource	-	has	a	word	for	word	
translation.		The	total	cost	is	below	the	amount	requiring	Board	approval	so	
Vic	can	OK	the	expense	as	soon	as	decisions	are	made.


NEXT	MEETING


The	next	Board	meeting	will	be	January	10,	2021,	at	10:00	a.m.	on	Zoom.


The	meeting	was	adjourned	at	11:28	a.m.	


Respectfully	submitted,	


Nella	Silverman

Secretary


