Minutes
Kona Beth Shalom
Board of Trustees
November 8, 2020
Zoom (on-line) meeting
CALL TO ORDER
Vic convened the meeting at 10:07 a.m.
TRUSTEES LOGGED INTO MEETING

Joel Gimpel, Alan Silverman, Vic Greenspan, Barry Blum, Nella Silverman, Shari
Berman, Trina Yerlick, Dr. Mike Colson, Sarah Kramer, Vivienne Aronowitz and Mike
Bernstone

TRUSTEES ABSENT

Elaine Dobinson, Una Greenaway and Ruth Ader
OTHERS PRESENT

Aviva and Yehudah Plaut

MINUTES

Upon motion made and seconded, the minutes of the October 18 Board meeting
were approved. Board was asked to review Annual Meeting minutes that Nella will
be sending by email, so that they could be posted on the website. These minutes will
be approved at next year’s Annual Meeting.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Mike emailed the financial reports to the Board members. A check of $460 was
received from Give Aloha campaign.

Mike reported that rental on the storage unit increased in November to $150/
month. A discussion ensued about reducing the contents, especially books, so that
we might be able to get a smaller storage unit. Suggestion was made to ask Alan
Pollak to allow burial of some old prayer books on his property. Vic will investigate
whether a smaller, less costly unit is available and report back to the Board.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
FACILITIES



Alan will cancel the reservation for services at Hawaiian Queen Coffee Garden
(HQCG) for November and December due to the pandemic. A discussion was held to
see if an in-person event could be held outdoors. Right now County parks are closed
to any event >10 people. Exemptions for >10 people can be gotten for houses of
worship but the majority of the Board does not want an indoor event at this moment
when rates of infection are increasing.

JEWISH EDUCATION

Trina reported that parents of the kids in our school are unhappy with the lack of
kid-friendly activities and length of shabbat services that they have been asked to
attend. A suggestion was made to have a junior congregation on shabbat that would
include songs, prayers and stories in a shortened format. Vivienne had the names of
a couple of new people in her North Hawaii Chavurah that had experience in Jewish
children’s education. Trina could brainstorm with this group to develop a junior
congregation program and get help implementing it.

Trina has planned for the Hebrew School kids to have a Chanukah party where some
kids could be in person (along with one parent) or on Zoom. Elia Groode, our
scholarship recipient, will be helping Trina for this event.

WEBSITE
Calendars are updated with our all Zoom events.

CEMETERY

Barry said there was an inquiry last week from the mainland regarding what it takes
and how much it costs to bury someone here. Barry explained to the Board that a
body can be shipped from Hawaii to the West Coast in a body bag without being put
in a casket, which reduces shipping costs. Tahara concerns are still ongoing. Dr.
Mike Colson said he would be willing to help when there was a need.

BIKUR CHOLIM/SOCIAL COMMITTEE

The online Food Basket donation portal is active. Unemployed people on the island
still have a large need for provisions.

Upon motion made and seconded, the Treasurer’s and committee reports were
approved.

OLD BUSINESS
BYLAWS

Vic will bring up his proposed amendments for Board review closer to next year’s
Annual Meeting.



NEW BUSINESS
CHANUKAH December 10-17,2020

Aviva and Yehudah Plaut will open a Zoom candle lighting service (appropriate
prayers and perhaps a song or 2) every night of Chanukah. Sundown occurs
between 5:46-5:49 p.m. during this time period.

Vivienne offered to create a latke contest for the Zoom program celebrating the
holiday on Sunday December 13 at a time to be decided. Aviva and Yehudah would
pre-record music for several Chanukah songs so people could sing along from home.
Songsheets could be emailed with the invitations.

NORTH HAWAII CHAVURAH

Vivienne will conduct a Friday Night Chavurah gathering using Zoom this Friday,
November 13.

ISRAELI FILM SERIES

Vivienne’s friend, Solange Tujchman, is proposing to host a film series for us. The
movies would be available for viewing on Amazon Prime or Netflix. Those
interested could plan to see the movies before the scheduled Zoom discussion,
probably on Sundays, that Solange would oversee as she has her own Zoom
connection. This will be brought up again in the December Board meeting after
Trustees have a chance to read Vivienne's proposal.

BLACK FIRE/WHITE FIRE

Sara Nealy was contacted by congregation Kol Ami in West Hollywood, CA, to create
an event paired with KBS using her film, “Black Fire/White Fire”. Kol Ami also has a
Polna Torah. Sara suggested the event take place on International Holocaust Day,
Wednesday, January 27, 2021. It was noted that Maui’s congregation also has a
Polna Torah and might be interested in participating. Sara was asked to write up a
proposal for the Board to consider.

A congregation in South Florida is interested in using Sara’s movie to include with
their Holocaust education program. More details will be forthcoming,

JANUARY SHABBAT 1/23/2021

Priscilla Kostener, who for the past few years has led our January shabbat service, is

not flying to Hawaii this year, although she could be approached to do a Zoom
service.



RABBI SIDNEY MINTZ

Vivienne spoke with Rabbi Mintz who said she will not be moving to Hawaii but will
be visiting in Costa Rica. Rabbi Mintz expressed interest in doing a Zoom service but
nothing in-person. Vivienne wondered what month she should ask her to lead
services.

SENATOR BRIAN SCHATZ November 15, 2020 Noon on Zoom

Reminder: RSVP by Monday, November 9, 2020 at clink808@gmail.com. Topic is
“From Capitol Hill to Hawaii’s Jewish Community” with a chance to ask questions
after his talk.

JEWISH COMMUNITY SERVICE

The Hawaii Jewish Leader Convening will be Dec. 9, 2020, 9 a.m. They are hiring a
consultant to coordinate the Hawaii-wide Jewish mapping project and needs
assessment. Anyone interested in joining the Zoom meeting should contact Vic.

NEXT MONTH’S AGENDA

Barry asked that a High Holiday Rabbi search be put on next month’s agenda as it is
getting late to book a rabbi, whether it’s Rabbi Daniel or someone else.

Joel strongly urged that there be a President’s Report added to our meeting agenda.
MI SHEBERACH

Prayer was said for those in need of healing, especially for Alan Silverman who is
going in for surgery next Friday.

NEXT MEETING

The next Board meeting will be December 6, at 10:00 a.m. on Zoom.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:38 a.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Nella Silverman

Secretary
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