
Minutes

Kona	Beth	Shalom

Board	of	Trustees

February	7,	2021


Zoom	(online)	meeting


CALL	TO	ORDER


Vic	convened	the	meeting	at	10:01	a.m.


TRUSTEES	LOGGED	INTO	MEETING


Joel	Gimpel,	Alan	Silverman,	Vic	Greenspan,	Nella	Silverman,	Barry	Blum,	Elaine	
Dobinson,	Una	Greenaway,	Trina	Yerlick,	Sarah	Kramer,	Vivienne	Aronowitz and	
Mike	Bernstone.


TRUSTEES	ABSENT


Shari	Berman,	Dr.	Mike	Colson	and	Ruth	Ader.


OTHERS	PRESENT


Aviva	and	Yehudah	Plaut


MINUTES


Upon	motion	made	and	seconded,	the	minutes	of	the	January	10,	2021,	Board	meet-
ing	were	approved.	 


TREASURER’S	REPORT


Mike	emailed	the	financial	reports	to	the	Board	members.	The	storage	fees	for	the	
annual	Hawaiian	Queen	Coffee	Garden	(HQCG)	and	the	monthly	Extra	Space	Storage	
have	been	paid.		Upon	motion	made	and	seconded,	the	financial	reports	were	ap-
proved.


COMMITTEE	REPORTS:


FACILITIES


Alan	has	signed	the	contract	with	HQCG	and	all	reservation	fees	have	been	covered	
by	the	carryover	of	reservation	fees	for	dates	that	were	cancelled	in	2020.


JEWISH	EDUCATION


Trina	will	be	getting	her	second	vaccination	shot	the	Friday	before	our	shabbat	ser-
vice	on	Feb.	27	and	will	not	know	if	she	can	conduct	the	service	until	that	morning.		
The	Hebrew	school	students	were	looking	forward	to	participating.




Trina	started	a	discussion	about	how	to	get	the	students	feeling	more	involved	with	
services.		The	families	are	interested	in	having	more	in-person	activities.	Following 
discussion, Joel Gimpel moved to approve the use of students' homes as alternative sites 
for class gatherings if COVID requirements are observed. The motion failed for want of a 
second.

Trina	will	have	been	vaccinated	by	the	end	of	the	month	and	she	will	accept	the	of-
fers	of	families	opening	their	homes	for	Passover	celebration,	etc.		Trina	will	consult	
with	her	student’s	parents	about	opportunities	to	be	involved	on	Torah	Study	shab-
bats.	“Bible	Stories”	would	start	before	adult	studies	(an	idea	proposed	by	the	
Plauts).		Encourage	participation	on	Friday	night	candlelightings,	possibly	prepared	
to	recite	the	blessings	or	sing	a	song.	Come	to	monthly	shabbat	services	that	would	
be	planned	ahead	to	be	shorter	and	with	an	emphasis	on	age	appropriate	content.		
Vivienne	will	contact	the	parents	before	this	Friday’s	North	Hawaii	Chaverah	service	
to	plan	a	beginning	section	that	would	encourage	the	student’s	participation.		As	
these	events	are	planned,	they	will	be	included	on	the	website	calendar	so	that	oth-
ers	in	the	community	will	be	informed	and	can	participate	if	they	wish.		Sarah,	as	a	
former	school	teacher,	offered	to	help	Trina	implement	these	plans.		Trina	asked	the	
Board	if	they	would	be	willing	to	help	financially	with	these	activities.		The	Board	
asked	for	details	and	concluded	that	when	the	time	comes,	she	should	let	Vic	know	
how	much	is	needed	and	for	what.	The	Board	is	behind	the	school	and	the	students’	
needs.


WEBSITE


When	Hebrew	students’	events	are	planned,	there	could	be	a	clickable	link	to	these	
kid	events.		Elaine	volunteered	to	take	on	this	task	and	that	Trina	should	send	any	
Hebrew	School	information	directly	to	her.		She	is	dividing	up	tasks	with	Alan	to	
keep	the	website	up-to-date.


CEMETERY


Barry	brought	up	the	concern	regarding	conducting	tahara	on	our	Island.		A	second	
email	was	sent	out		to	remind	Board	members	that	Hawaii	Inter-island	Community	
Chevra	Kadisha	has	an	informational	Zoom	event	happening	today	at	3	p.m.,	titled	
“Having	the	Conversation.”	The	project	seeks	!to	have	every	person"s	wishes	for	end-
of-life	care	expressed	and	respected.”	


BIKUR	CHOLIM/SOCIAL	COMMITTEE


Vic	was	concerned	that	when	notified	of	a	Jewish	person	in	Hilo	asking	for	help	find-
ing	a	place	to	live	on	our	side	of	the	Island	that	we	had	no	one	with	social	service	
training	to	give	guidance.	Vivienne	had	already	been	involved	with	this	situation	and	
had	been	asked	by	the	Chabad	rabbi	to	see	if	anyone	in	our	community	could	help.		
Vivienne	volunteered	to	be	part	of	the	Bikur	Cholim	Committee	so	that	she	could	
screen	these	requests	and	give	them	helpful	information,	such	as	directing	them	to	
Jewish	Community	Services,	etc.		It	was	decided	that	requests	for	help	would	not	be	



placed	on	the	website	as	it	would	be	communicated	to	too	wide	an	audience.		After	
Vivienne’s	screening,	if	appropriate,	a	note	included	in	one	of	our	event	emails,	could	
inform	our	local	community	of	the	assistance	needed.


Aviva	said	she	could	be	available	to	visit	ill	patients	at	Kona	Community	Hospital	for	
our	community.		She	was	given	the	contact	information	for	the	head	of	the	Chaplains	
program	at	the	hospital	to	advise	them	of	her	offer	and	get	their	feedback.


OLD	BUSINESS


FEBRUARY	SHABBAT	 	 February	27,	2021	 10:30	am	 Zoom


	 Leader:	 	 Trina/backup	Aviva	

	 Torah	Readers:	 TBD


PESACH


As	was	decided	at	last	month’s	Board	meeting,	the	response	to	several	inquiries	re-
ceived	asking	about	our	seder,	the	answer	has	been	that	we	will	conduct	a	Zoom	
seder	this	year.		The	Plauts	were	kind	enough	to	offer	their	template	for	the	seder	
that	they	produced	last	year.		They	requested	that	different	parts	of	the	seder	could	
be	handled	by	participants	which	could	include	You	Tube	video	segments,	e.g.		Barry	
offered	to	send	over	the	Four	Questions	in	Klingon	and	other	languages.


Vivienne	was	wondering	if	our	caterer	from	a	couple	of	years	ago	would	be	willing	
to	make	up	Passover	packages.		Barry	informed	us	that	she	has	permanently	closed	
her	restaurant	due	to	the	pandemic.


POLNA	TOROT	EVENT


Sara	Nealy,	who	is	now	executive	director	of	the	Kahilu	Theatre	in	Waimea,	is	very	
busy	at	the	moment,	but	we	will	still	hold	the	date	of	June	7	as	a	possible	Polna	Torot	
event.		Mike	Bernstone	will	be	in	touch	with	her	to	let	her	know	of	our	interest.


NEW	BUSINESS


SEARCH	COMMITTEE	FOR	HIGH	HOLIDAYS	(HH)	RABBI


Una	Greenaway	reported	back	that	the	committee	wants	Shari	to	be	our	“rabbi”	for	
HH.		She	is	coming	to	the	Island	in	September	and	is	now	taking	on-line	rabbinical	
studies.	The	committee	is	still	looking	for	a	rabbinic	student	or	other	part	time	rabbi	
to	help	with	the	service,	probably	on-line.	This	second	person	would	have	to	be	
okayed	by	Shari.		Rabbi	Daniel	Lev	will	have	to	be	notified	that	he	is	not	in	consider-
ation	for	this	year.	It	was	moved	that	we	pay	$5000	to	Shari	Berman	to	be	our	leader	
for	High	Holidays	5782	(2021)	and	pay	$1000	to	a	second	possibly	student	rabbi	to	
assist.”		The	motion	was	seconded	and	approved	by	the	Board.		The	question	of	some	
activity	for	a	Junior	Congregation	was	brought	up	and	tabled	for	the	moment.




NEW	BOOKS	REQUEST


Vic	Greenspan	has	purchased	a	translation	of	the	Chumash	by	Robert	Alter,	“The	He-
brew	Bible	(modern	translation	into	English)”.		Alan	also	found	it	on	Kindle.	The	
book	does	not	have	both	Hebrew	and	English	in	its	text.	It	would	be	very	time	con-
suming	to	use	it	as	an	on-line	source	for	our	Zoom	Torah	Studies.	For	now,	Vic	will	
use	this	book	as	an	additional	source	of	information	to	be	consulted	during	Torah	
Study.


PROSPECT:	KBS	PERMANENT	BUILDING	:	HOLUAKOA	CAFE


Alysa	Freeman	researched	and	made	the	Board	aware	of	the	sale	of	the	Holuakoa	
Cafe	for	$1.5	million	which	would	include	a	retail	space	to	rent.		Una	reminded	the	
Board	that	after	the	last	time	we	tried	to	consider	buying	a	property	in	2018,	all	
agreed	we	did	not	have	a	solid	enough	membership	base	to	support	our	own	build-
ing.		We	do	not	have	enough	money	for	a	$1.5	million	mortgage.		The	Holuakoa	Cafe	
has	very	little	indoor	space,	has	very	little	parking	and	no	handicap	entrances.		The	
close-by	County	facility	has	parking	but	walking	is	tricky	as	there	are	no	sidewalks	
from	there	to	the	Cafe.	In	winter	the	space	is	cold.	It	was	felt	that	the	retail	space	to	
rent	was	not	“who	we	are.”		A	motion	was	made	and	seconded	to	consider	purchase	
of	the	Holuakoa	Cafe	property.		The	motion	was	denied.


Vic	will	write	a	letter	on	KBS	stationery	to	Alysa	thanking	her	for	her	research	and	
for	her	continued	interest	in	KBS,	but	that	the	proposal	was	declined.


NORTH	HAWAII	CHAVERAH


Vivienne	will	conduct	her	monthly	Chaverah	this	Friday,	February	12.		


DELEGATE	RESPONSIBILITY	


Vivienne	will	be	responsible	for	sending	out	her	North	Hawaii	Chavura	shabbat	invi-
tation	on	Mail	Chimp.		She	asked	for	a	tutorial	from	Alan	to	properly	format	the	let-
ter	in	time	for	her	March	event.


Vic	will	be	HQCG	contact	person.


Sarah	Kramer	will	be	shown	how	to	pick	up	the	congregation	emails	(a	daily	task)	
and	will	have	the	support	of	the	Board	in	answering	them.		


Barry	received	a	call	from	Roz	Silver’s	daughter.		If	anyone	would	like	to	have	her	
mom’s	collection	of	Jewish	books,	please	call.		He	said	that	our	congregation	would	
not	be	able	to	take	them.




NEXT	MEETING


The	next	Board	meeting	will	be	March	7,	2021,	at	10:00	a.m.	on	Zoom.


With	an	appreciation	to	all	who	attended	the	Board	meeting	from	our	President,	the	
meeting	was	adjourned	at	11:55	a.m.

	

Respectfully	submitted,	


Nella	Silverman

Secretary


