
Minutes

Kona	Beth	Shalom

Board	of	Trustees

January	10,	2021


Zoom	(online)	meeting


CALL	TO	ORDER


Vic	convened	the	meeting	at	10:03	a.m.


TRUSTEES	LOGGED	INTO	MEETING


Joel	Gimpel,	Alan	Silverman,	Vic	Greenspan,	Nella	Silverman,	Barry	Blum,	Elaine	
Dobinson,	Una	Greenaway,	Trina	Yerlick,	Dr.	Mike	Colson,	Sarah	Kramer,	and	
Vivienne	Aronowitz.


TRUSTEES	ABSENT


Shari	Berman,	Ruth	Ader	and	Mike	Bernstone


OTHERS	PRESENT


Aviva	and	Yehudah	Plaut


MINUTES


Upon	motion	made	and	seconded,	the	minutes	of	the	December	6,	2020,	Board	
meeting	were	approved.	 


TREASURER’S	REPORT


Mike	emailed	the	financial	reports	to	the	Board	members.	Upon	motion	made	and	
seconded,	the	financial	reports	were	approved.


COMMITTEE	REPORTS:


FACILITIES


Alan	emailed	the	Board	for	perusal	and	approval	the	proposed	2021	dates	of	
shabbats	(starting	in	April),	Simchat	Torah	and	High	Holidays	(HH)	that	will	be	
submitted	for	reservations	at	Hawaiian	Queen	Coffee	Garden	(HQCG).	Preliminary	
contract	negotiations	with	HQCG	determined	that	the	14	dates	requested	for	2021	
were	equal	to	the	number	of	dates	cancelled	in	2020	due	to	the	pandemic.	The	$70/
date	reservation	fees	paid	last	year	will	be	applied	to	the	2021	dates.	The	2021	
HQCG	storage	fee	of	$314	will	need	to	be	paid.	Any	reservations	may	be	cancelled	
without	penalty	if	done	a	week	or	more	before	the	event.	A	motion	was	made,	
seconded	and	approved	for	Alan	Silverman	to	sign	the	contract	with	HQCG	for	the	
coming	year.	HQCG	does	not	consider	itself	a	house	of	worship	so	it	abides	by	the	
current	County	regulations	that	do	not	allow	gatherings	of	more	than	10	people.




JEWISH	EDUCATION


Alysa	Freeman	is	planning	for	her	daughter	Leah’s	bat	mitzvah	to	be	an	in-person	
event	scheduled	on	KBS	regular	Saturday	shabbat	on	August	28,	2021.	Rabbi	Lev	
will	not	be	able	to	officiate	as	was	previously	planned.	Trina	suggested	asking	Rabbi	
Rachel	Short,	who	is	on-Island,	to	officiate.	This	date	will	be	confirmed	when	Alysa	
has	heard	back	from	family	who	will	need	to	travel	to	Hawaii.	We	hope	that	HQCG	
can	be	used	for	the	ceremony	if	County	restrictions	on	large	gatherings	have	been	
lifted.


One	student,	Ari	Korn-Singh,	who	is	also	planning	a	bat	mitzvah	this	year,	is	
preparing	with	her	grandmother’s	synagogue	in	Idaho.	Ari	is	no	longer	participating	
in	our	Hebrew	school	but	will	be	asked	to	participate	in	the	youth	service	.


Trina	would	like	to	schedule	a	youth	Zoom	service	in	place	of	our	regular	shabbat	
service,	February	27.	The	Board	approved.	Trina	will	confirm	the	date.	


WEBSITE


Usual	Zoom	Saturday	Torah	studies	and	shabbat	services	are	listed	on	the	calendar	
with	the	notation	to	email	for	Zoom	details.	No	one	has	ever	emailed	for	this	
information.	The	entire	KBS	email	list	gets	notifications	of	these	Saturday	events	
weekly	with	full	Zoom	information.


Elaine	will	put	a	banner	on	the	website	congratulating	member	Sara	Nealy	on	her	
new	job	as	Executive	Director	of	Kahilu	Theater	in	Waimea.


CEMETERY


KBS	received	an	email	from	Hawaii	Inter-island	Community	Chevra	Kadisha	about	
an	informational	Zoom	event	on	February	7	titled	“Having	the	Conversation.”	The	
project	seeks	“to	have	every	person’s	wishes	for	end-of-life	care	expressed	and	
respected.”	Alan	will	send	the	flyer	by	email	to	the	Board	for	approval	to	send	it	to	
the	entire	KBS	email	list.


BIKUR	CHOLIM/SOCIAL	COMMITTEE


Weekly	notices	of	our	Saturday	events	will	also	include	a	link	to	The	Food	Basket	
donation	page	as	a	reminder	of	the	continuing	need	in	our	community.	


Jan	Rae	has	been	asked	to	send	a	get	well	card	to	Mayor	Mitch	Roth.


OLD	BUSINESS


JANUARY	SHABBAT	 	 January	23,	2021	 Time	11	AM??	 Zoom


	 Leader:	 	 Priscilla	Kostener

	 Torah	Readers:	 TBD

	 Producer:	 	 Shari	Berman




CHANUKAH	RECAP


The	Sunday	night	“Zoom	Party”	that	KBS	planned	was	not	well	attended	as	Chabad	
hosted	a	major	community	event	on	that	same	night,	with	newly	elected	Mayor	
Mitch	Roth	attending.	Yehudah	suggested	we	be	more	mindful	of	other	Jewish	events	
planned	and	try	to	avoid	scheduling	conflicts.


POLNA	TOROT	EVENT


The	date	for	this	event	is	in	question.	Last	month	it	was	postponed	to	possibly	take	
place	in	April	near	Yom	Hashoah	(April	8).	The	date	of	June	7	was	brought	up	at	this	
month’s	meeting.	The	Board	approved	of	KBS	participation	in	this	event.	Vic	will	call	
Sara	Nealy	to	clarify	the	date	and	encourage	her	to	give	us	full	details.


STORAGE	UNIT


Nella	sent	an	inventory	of	the	contents	to	all	Board	members	before	the	meeting.	Vic	
noted	that	since	there	were	no	smaller	storage	units	available	and	some	items,	such	
as	the	Polna	display,	need	to	have	safe	storage,	that	KBS	will	continue	to	rent	this	
unit.	Barry	suggested	we	might	use	our	website	online	store	to	make	some	of	the	
siddurim	available	to	congregants	and/or	perhaps	notify	through	Jewish	Community	
Service	and	our	KBS	email	list	which	books	are	available	for	those	who	might	want	
them.	


NEW	BUSINESS


SEARCH	COMMITTEE	FOR	HH	RABBI


A	search	committee	was	formed	with	Una	Greenaway	as	chairman	and	Vic,	Trina	
and	Dr.	Mike	Colson	as	committee	members.	Una	will	call	Rabbi	Daniel	Lev.	Vic	will	
speak	with	Shari	Berman	to	see	if	she	will	be	in	Kona	for	HH.	Aviva	has	access	to	list	
of	student	rabbis	that	she	can	make	available.	Aviva	will	follow	up	with	Rabbi	Sidney,	
who	let	Vivienne	know	she	would	be	available	pro	bono	for	KBS	Torah	studies.	Trina	
has	contacts	at	Berkeley.	Committee	asked	to	be	mindful	that	HH	may	well	have	
pandemic	limitations	still	in	effect.	It	was	noted	that	Shari	studies	cantillation	and	is	
always	bringing	fresh	ideas	and	is	a	continuing	interested	presence	at	KBS	services,	
torah	studies	as	well	as	HH.


MI	SHEBEIRACH


Prayer	was	sung	on	the	yahrtzeit	of	Debbie	Friedman	whose	melody	we	sing	for	those	in	
need	of	healing:	Trina,	Jan	Rae	and	others	in	our	congregation,	Hawaii	Island	Mayor	
Mitch	Roth,	all	those	suffering	from	COVID-19,	and	all	others	who	are	suffering.


KBS	EMAILS




*Barry	Blum	accepted	the	responsibility	to	respond	to	a	request	from	Winnipeg,	
Canada,	to	have	a	bat	mitzvah	at	KBS	in	November	or	December,	2021.


*Alan	will	forward	an	email	to	Rabbi	Gerlitzky	of	Chabad	regarding	a	donation	of	
tefillin	and	tzitzit	from	Anita	Stephens.


PESACH	 March	27,	2021	 	 Zoom


The	Board	considered	whether	it	would	be	possible	to	plan	an	in-person	seder	this	
year	but,	since	there	is	still	no	definite	date	for	when	vaccinations	will	be	available	
for	those	65	and	older	(the	age	of	the	majority	of	our	congregation)	and	since	the	
County	has	no	plans	to	change	restrictions	that	allow	no	more	than	10	people	to	
congregate,	it	was	decided	to	plan	a	Zoom	seder	like	last	year	with	the	willingness	of	
the	Plauts	to	conduct	a	community	seder	from	their	home.


NEW	BOOKS	REQUEST


Vic	Greenspan	followed	up	on	the	request	to	purchase	a	translation	of	the	Chumash	
and	to	buy	an	English/Hebrew	concordance	or	dictionary.	He	bought	personal	
copies	of	Robert	Alter’s	The	Hebrew	Bible	(modern	translation	into	English)	and	
Rabbi	Marcus	Jastrow’s	English/Hebrew	concordance.	The	Board	was	asked	if	they	
approved	buying	these	two	books	for	the	congregation.	The	cost	of	approximately	
$120	is	within	the	amount	the	president	can	authorize	at	his	discretion,	but	the	
Board	also	approved	these	purchases.	


CALL	FOR	CIVILITY	


Dr.	Mike	Colson,	a	new	member	of	the	Board,	was	so	concerned	about	the	rhetoric	at	
previous	meetings	that	he	almost	resigned,	but	instead	recommended	at	this	Board	
meeting	we	consider	our	words	before	speaking	and	make	an	effort	to	be	more	civil.	
The	Board	has	gone	through	mediation	previously	and	members	were	reminded	to	
encourage	those	who	bring	new	ideas,	appreciate	the	value	of	all	and	what	they	
bring	to	the	Board.	Aviva	was	concerned	with	reactions	to	“offensive”	statements	
and	that	not	everyone	feels	the	same	way.	She	encouraged	Board	members	to	think	
about	where	their	reactions	come	from	and	not	to	assume	untoward	motives,	but	
ask	“where	did	that	thought	come	from”	and	that	each	of	us	show	our	interest	in	KBS	
by	attendance	and	work	done	for	our	community.	Una	thought	we	should	do	
“appreciations”	again	to	help	set	the	mood	for	the	meetings.	Vivienne	feels	there	is	a	
way	to	express	concerns	with	kindness	and	asked	for	openness	to	new	ideas	and	
respond	to	them	with	less	suspicion	and	negativity.	


NEXT	MEETING


The	next	Board	meeting	will	be	February	7,	2021,	at	10:00	a.m.	on	Zoom.




With	an	appreciation	to	all	who	attended	the	Board	meeting	from	our	President,	Vic,	
the	meeting	was	adjourned	at	11:41	a.m.

	

Respectfully	submitted,	


Nella	Silverman

Secretary


