
Minutes

Kona	Beth	Shalom

Board	of	Trustees

June	6,	2021


Zoom	(online)	meeting


CALL	TO	ORDER


Vic	convened	the	meeting	at	10:02	a.m.


TRUSTEES	LOGGED	INTO	MEETING


Joel	Gimpel,	Alan	Silverman,	Vic	Greenspan,	Nella	Silverman,	Barry	Blum,	Trina	
Yerlick,	Sarah	Kramer,		Elaine	Dobinson,	Dr.	Mike	Colson,	Vivienne	Aronowitz	and	
Mike	Bernstone.


TRUSTEES	ABSENT


Una	Greenaway	and	Shari	Berman


MINUTES


Upon	motion	made	and	seconded,	the	May	2021	KBS	Board	minutes	were	approved.


TREASURER’S	REPORT


Mike	emailed	the	financial	reports	to	the	Board	members.	He	reported	an	insurance	
bill,	storage	unit	fee	and	website	calendar	software	fee	were	paid.		Upon	motion	
made	and	seconded,	the	financial	reports	were	approved.


COMMITTEE	REPORTS:


FACILITIES


Hawaiian	Queen	Coffee	Garden	(HQCG)	has	plans	to	fill	in	the	pool	and	repair	the	
foundation	under	the	patio	area	adjacent	to	the	main	room,	but	no	construction	has	
started	yet.		This	means	that	outdoor	area	is	not	be	available	for	our	use	for	the	
foreseeable	future.		When	we	do	resume	in-person	services,	there	will	only	be	a	
minimum	fee	as	we	have	accrued	many	credits.	


JEWISH	EDUCATION


Hebrew	school	is	on	summer	break.		Leah	Hillert,	our	bat	mitzvah	student,	is	
studying	with	Rabbi	Rachel	as	their	schedules	permit.		Her	bat	mitzvah	is	scheduled	
for	2/26/2022.


WEBSITE




The	alphabetized	yahrzeit	list	including	short	bios	has	been	updated	on	the	website.		
The	Hebrew	date	list	is	still	to	be	done.


CEMETERY


Barry	said	there	was	nothing	new	to	report.	Dr.	Mike	offered	to	assist	Vic	
constructing	one	of	the	wooden	casket	kits.	


BIKUR	CHOLIM/SOCIAL	COMMITTEE


Trina	visited	Barbara	Lewis	who	is	in	a	private	care	facility.		She	seems	to	be	happy	
there	and	has	had	one	COVID	vaccine	so	far.		


Barry	let	Board	members	know	that	Bob	Reichman	of	Makalawena	Beach	is	in	
hospice	care.


NORTH	HAWAII	CHAVURAH	(NHC)


NHC’s	May	event,	havdalah	with	star	gazing,	was	successful	with	25	people	
attending.


On	June	25	there	will	be	an	erev	shabbat	conducted	by	visiting	Rabbi	Bauer	of	
Temple	Emanuel.	The		program	will	be	at	the	private	home	of	Lily	Kanter	and	her	
husband.		Lily	Kanter	has	expressed	the	goal	of	making	their	home	the	“center	of	
Jewish	life	in	Waimea.”	Vaccinations	are	required	for	indoor	events.


On	July	10	there	will	be	another	havdalah	with	star	gazing.		If	anyone	wishes	to	
attend,	please	register	with	Viv	as	there	is	a	maximum	number	that	can	be	included.		
It’s	asked	that	individual	portions	of	food	be	wrapped	for	sharing.	


In	September	the	Mauna	Kea	resort	will	welcome	back	NHC	for	Friday	evening	
events.		Vivienne	offered	the	venue	for	Shabbat	Shuvah,	Friday,	September	10.		There	
would	be	room	for	approximately	35-40	people.


Cantor	Bruce	Morris	from	Oregon	will	be	visiting.	Details	to	follow.


SHABBAT	BALAK	 June	26,	2021		 10:30	a.m.


A	discussion	was	held	about	doing	an	in-person	service	in	June.		With	Shari	leading	
services	from	Japan	on	Zoom,	the	Plauts	off	Island,	Alan	having	a	morning	doctor’s	
appointment	that	day	and	the	Torah	safely	residing	at	Ruth	Ader’s	home,	it	was	
decided	to	have	an	online	service	only.		Alan	should	be	home	in	time	to	display	the	
siddur	slides.

	 Location:		 Zoom

	 Leaders	 Shari

	 Torah	Reader:		Vic

	 	 

OLD	BUSINESS


JEWISH	COMMUNITY	SERVICES	(JCS)




Barry	sent	an	email	to	the	Board	containing	JCS	explanation	of	their	Nitzavim	project	
(see	Addenda	1).	There	are	no	specifics,	just	a	mission	statement.		Since	one	of	the	
goals	is	to	develop	relationships	between	organizations,	Barry	suggested	and	
Vivienne	agreed	to	make	sure	NHC	is	involved.	After	discussion,	it	was	concluded	
that	once	JCS	clarifies	the	scope	of	what	it’s	doing,	KBS	should	be	prepared	to	
request	specific	“grants”	to	fund	the	project(s)	we	need	accomplished.		Vic	is	
expecting	a	communication	with	a	more	defined	focus	from	JCS	by	July.		Vic	asked	for	
ideas	from	the	Board	about	what	KBS	would	be	looking	to	gain	from	any	funds	
provided.		These	ideas	could	be	discussed	at	the	July	Board	meeting.		At	that	time	a	
KBS	Nitzavim	Committee	could	be	formed.


NEW	BUSINESS


B’NAI	MITZVOT


A	request	came	in	to	the	KBS	email	from	someone	on	the	mainland	asking	for	
information	regarding	how	to	schedule	a	“destination”	bat	mitzvah.		It	was	referred	
to	Barry	who	wrote	a	prepared	response,	with	Shari’s	input,	that	could	be	used	as	a	
standard	reply	to	such	requests.		A	second	letter	which	covers	details	of	the	bar/bat	
mitzvah	would	only	be	sent	when	a	guide	from	our	congregation	(e.g.	Shari	or	Trina	
or	Aviva)	has	made	contact	with	the	mainland	family	and	a	date	has	been	scheduled	
for	the	event.


Sarah	Kramer,	who	answers	questions	coming	into	the	KBS	email	portal,	was	
appreciative,	and	said	a	letter	introducing	KBS	to	newcomers	to	the	Island,	etc.,	is	
also	needed.		Mike	Bernstone	noted	that	there	is	a	KBS	informational	flyer	available	
to	send	by	mail.		Directing	people	to	our	website	will	give	them	a	great	deal	of	info	
about	who	we	are;	what	we	do,	have	done	and	a	calendar	of	what	is	scheduled	in	the	
future.		It	would	also	be	helpful	for	them	to	get	on	our	congregation	mailing	list.


TORAH	STUDY/SHAVUOT	RECAP


A	Shavuot	Zoom	service	was	led	by	the	Plauts	and	attended	by	the	usual	Torah	Study	
participants.		It	started	at	6:00	p.m.	on	Sunday,	May	16,	with	the	reading	of	the	Book	
of	Ruth.	It	ended	with	the	virtual	sharing	of	blintzes.

Shari	has	taken	over	the	Shabbat	Torah	Studies	while	the	Plauts	are	away.		


IN-PERSON	SHABBAT	PROTOCOLS


Alan	asked	how	we’re	going	to	determine	who	(those	with	vaccinations/those	
without	vaccinations?)	can	come	to	an	indoor	service.		Will	we	need	masks?		Will	we	
need	to	limit	the	number	of	people	(how	many	will	fit	in	HQCG?)	How	far	apart	
should	family	units	be?		What	are	the	current	County	COVID	restrictions?		

Dr.	Mike	Colson	will	compose	a	letter	explaining	our	protocols	and	present	it	to	the	
July	Board	meeting	for	approval	to	send	to	the	mailing	list.	




NEXT	BOARD	MEETING


The	next	Board	meeting	will	be	held	July	11	at	10	a.m.	on	Zoom.


The	meeting	was	adjourned	at	11:29	a.m.	followed	by	Mi	Shebeirach	for	Barbara	
Lewis,	Bob	Reichman,	Marilyn	Anderson,	Linda	Harris,	Alan	Silverman	and	others	
who	are	in	need	of	healing.


Respectfully	submitted,

Nella	Silverman

Secretary




ADDENDA	1


Nitzavim	Hawai‘i

If	I	am	not	for	myself,	who	will	be	for	me?

But	if	I	am	only	for	myself,	what	am	I?

If	not	now,	when?

Rabbi	Hillel	(Pirke	Avot	1:14)


Introduction

The	Harry	and	Jeanette	Weinberg	Foundation	is	launching	a	two-year,	facilitated	
program	to	convene	a	cohort	of	representatives	from	Jewish	organizations	
throughout	Hawai‘i	to	strengthen	relationships,

build	organizational	and	collective	capacity,	and	explore	collaboration	in	service	to	
the	community.


Program	Name

Nitzavim	can	be	interpreted	to	mean	“standing	ready	to	act	according	to	the	
commandments.”	Atem	nitzavim	ha-yom	kull’khem	lifney	Adonai	Eloheykhem,	from	
Deuteronomy	29:9-14,	says:	You	are	stationed	today,	all	of	you	(present	and	future),	
before	the	Eternal	your	God,	to	enter	into	the	covenant	of	the	Eternal	your	God.	
According	to	Rabbi	Elizabeth	Tikva	Sarah,	Atem	nitzavim,	‘You	are	stationed,’	implies	
not	simply	the	physical	state	of	standing	up,	but	standing	in	readiness;	and	the	
phrase	also	implies	both

everyone’s	individual	responsibility	to	stand	themselves	up	as	well	as	a	collective	
endeavor.


Goal

The	goal	of	the	two-year	Nitzavim	Hawai‘i	program	is	to	build	capacity	for	collective	
action	in	Hawaii’s	Jewish	community	to	help	make	every	community	in	Hawai‘i	safe,	
healthy,	and	just.


Objectives

Five	objectives	guide	the	design	and	curriculum	of	the	Nitzavim	Hawai‘i	program:

*	To	reflect	on	our	individual	values	and	beliefs,	and	develop	relationships	with	
other	individuals	and	organizations


*	To	explore	our	connection	to	place	as	Jews	in	Hawai‘i,	as	well	as	connections	and	
intersections	between	Judaism	and	Hawaiian	culture


*	To	deepen	understanding	of	issues	related	to	health,	safety,	and	justice	in	Hawai‘i,	
and	explore	what	a	Jewish	response	to	these	issues	could	look	like


*	To	identify	and	work	to	address	capacity	building	needs	to	help	lay	a	foundation	
for	collective	action	by	Jewish	organizations	to	help	make	our	communities	safe,	
healthy,	and	just.




*	To	have	an	unforgettable	experience	with	lasting,	positive	impact	on	participants	
and	the	community


