Minutes
Kona Beth Shalom
Board of Trustees
September 5, 2021
Zoom (online) meeting

TRUSTEES LOGGED INTO MEETING

Joel Gimpel, Alan Silverman, Vic Greenspan, Nella Silverman, Barry Blum, Una
Greenaway, Trina Yerlick, Elaine Dobinson, Sarah Kramer, Vivienne Aronowitz, Mike
Bernstone and Shari Berman

TRUSTEES ABSENT

None

OTHERS PRESENT

Aviva Plaut

Yehudah Plaut

CALL TO ORDER

Vic convened the meeting at 10:01 a.m.
MINUTES

Upon motion made and seconded, the minutes of the August 8, 2021, Board meeting
were approved.

TREASURER'’S REPORT

Mike emailed the financial reports to the Board members. Una noted that a check for
$30,000 was deposited from the Nitzavim project of Jewish Community Services
(JCS). Upon motion made and seconded, the financial report was approved.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
FACILITIES

Alan has cancelled all High Holiday services at Hawaiian Queen Coffee Garden
(HQCG). Hawaii County cancelled the reservation at Imin Center for Simchat Torah
due to COVID restrictions. The only reservation KBS still has with the County is the
December 5 Chanukah Party at Old A.

JEWISH EDUCATION

Trina has had her first class with two students, Leah and Franz. The kids who came
last year who live in Waimea are attending Vivienne’s NHC events. There is one 8



year old whose mom is holding off sending him to Hebrew school due to the rise in
COVID cases. Trina will celebrate Sukkot with her students and asked them to tune
into the Zoom service erev Rosh Hashanah.

Trina is preparing Leah for the prayer book portion of her bat mitzvah and Rabbi
Rachel Short is preparing her for the Torah portion.

WEBSITE

Alan has been keeping the calendar up-to-date with all the High Holiday services.
The printed machzors have been sent out in time for erev Rosh Hashanah (RH)
services. There have been 3-4 last minute inquiries regarding RH services that will
have online machzor available.

CEMETERY

An email discussion was held about whether to send $118 to Chabad for help with
burial expenses of an unaffiliated Jew, Michael Rosenbaum, who was murdered on
Island. The money was never sent and the matter was tabled.

BIKUR CHOLIM/SOCIAL COMMITTEE

Trina was asked by Rabbi Gerlitzky to help with tahara for a woman who died in
Hilo, but she couldn’t go as she is still having problems with her back.

Vivienne offered help and referrals to Richard Solomon in Pahoa as described in last
month’s minutes, but she’s not sure how it worked out.

NORTH HAWAII CHAVURAH (NHC)

Vivienne has not been able to schedule in-person events with the limitation of a
maximum of 10 people allowed at events per the County’s COVID rules. Vivienne
has notified her mailing list about KBS Zoom services for the High Holidays (HH).
She will still conduct the erev Shabbat Shuvah candle lighting on Zoom.

Rabbi Sydney Mintz and Cantor Marsha are still planning to come to the Big Island.
Vivienne will keep us apprised of any Sukkot plans.

OLD BUSINESS
BERNIE’S FUND

Una suggested, to relieve Mike of setting up and running a continuing trust fund, that
we set up a way for individuals in our community to contribute to Camp Shwayder,
affiliated with Temple Emanuel in Denver, CO, where Bernie was a camper and
counselor; and Peggy Adams Animal Rescue League in West Palm Beach, FL, a no-kill
facility that took in Bernie’s beloved cats. Elaine volunteered to help prepare a direct
link in our website to these charities including information about who Bernie was
and why these charities meant so much to him.



A motion was made and seconded to send $1800 to Camp Shwayder in Bernie’s
memory from KBS. Motion was passed.

A]JCS email was sent out in March of last year describing a scholarship fund to help
kids 12-18 (not high school grads) to get to Jewish summer camps that includes
registration, travel and other fees.

BAR MITZVAH

A family from San Francisco wrote to KBS regarding the possibility of conducting
their son’s bar mitzvah at KBS on Saturday, December 25. Shari and Barry have been
in touch with the family. Several problems have surfaced: 1) when, 2) where and 3)
level of preparation of bar mitzvah. KBS has scheduled services at HQCG on 12/18 so
any other date would require another venue. With COVID cases high, there is a
problem of whether in-person services are possible. Shari has not yet started the
bar mitzvah for parashah training. There was a question whether Shari would be
paid by the family for this training. It looks as if it may not be possible to complete
this ceremony this winter season. Aviva suggested if they are having difficulty
finding a place to stay and get the ceremony done here, that they can find another
way and when it is possible for them to get to Hawaii, we would offer an opportunity
to honor their son at our service.

Yehudah thought it was not a good idea that KBS be the destination place for cheap
bar/bat mitzvahs. He suggested we change the information given to families to
charge at least $5,000 to perform this service. Barry proposed a Committee to
discuss these changes. Committee members would be Yehudah, Aviva, Shari and
Barry.

HIGH HOLIDAYS (HH)

Alan has mailed 47 of the Renewal machzor, that Shari revised, to members and
ticket holders in time for RH. Thanks to Mike’s suggestion, Xpress Printing in Kona
completed the binding and printing quickly.

Anyone wanting to do a reading should get in touch with Shari.

A letter will go out today with another set of Zoom contact information as well as
instructions of how to change Zoom settings for the best shofar blowing experience
at the end of services on Tuesday.

Barry will take care of dividing up the names of Polna residents for Yitzkor.

Yehudah will pick up the large rock of Remembrance from Trina’s house to get ready

for Yom Kippur day.

SUKKOT



Vivienne will keep us apprised of Rabbi Sydney and Cantor Marsha’s plans. Vic will
purchase a lulav and etrog.

SIMCHAT TORAH/ANNUAL MEETING

Aviva and Yehudah have the Torah at their house and will unroll the Torah on a
Zoom service as was done last year. Alan still has recordings of the band for
entertainment.

Barbara Zipkin was unable to stand for the Board this time as she will be taking care
of her father who is ill.

NEW BUSINESS
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

Una expressed a need for more outreach to our KBS community and would like to
put a more personal welcome to those who join or rejoin our community. Elaine
volunteered to be part of this committee. Mike will send Una a copy of the welcome
letter he sends to new members as well as a copy of the reminders to pay that he
sends out post HH.

After discussion, it was thought that there was no need for a “required” phone
number on the membership application form as it may deter some from completing
the form.

RABBI DANIEL PRESSMAN

Alan suggested an acknowledgment of Rabbi Pressman’s show of interest in our
community through his volunteering to give a drash at our last shabbat service as
well as his continued participation in the weekly Torah studies. He is Rabbi
Emeritus of Congregation Beth David of Saratoga, CA. A motion was made and
seconded to send $180 to Hebrew Immigration Aid Society (HIAS) in his honor. The
motion passed. He and his fiancee, Helen, love to visit the Big Island.

HONOLULU STAR ADVERTISER LETTER

Josh Levinson, who is heading Nitzavim for JCS, is training Vic and Una in Jewish
community leadership skills. He was moved by the anti-semitic posters that were
placed in front of Lt. Governor Josh Green’s home to write a guest column in the
newspaper that he asked Vic and Una to sign, which they did. A copy of the letter
has been added as an Addendum to the minutes of this meeting.

MISSED COMMUNICATION WITH JCS



JCS attempted to send a request to the KBS P.0.Box for confirmation of our affiliation
with them. It was never received by Mike. Alan was contacted by phone and asked
for the letter to be sent to him by email. He will try to sort out the problem. One of
the items in the letter was a request for funds. Vic will bring this request for funds
up at the next Board meeting.

NEXT BOARD MEETING

The next Board meeting will be held October 3 at 10 a.m. on Zoom.
The meeting was adjourned at 11:40 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Nella Silverman,
Secretary



ADDENDUM

<Anti-Hate Guest Column for Star Advertiser 08282021.pdf>

We Must Push Back Against Hate

Jews are diverse. We come from myriad backgrounds and hold a variety of beliefs
and opinions. We do not say this because we believe it makes us special - on the
contrary, it makes us just like every other group of people. We say it because it is the
truth, and when it is forgotten or ignored or disbelieved, it endangers us and harms
the community as a whole.

The flyers that a group designed with the word “FRAUD” below Lieutenant Governor
Josh Green’s face seemed to be directed at Green as an individual, motivated by his
support for COVID-19 vaccination and other public health policies. But when the
same flyers were later posted in Honolulu with the word “JEW” added, the message
of the flyers was that his Jewishness is somehow linked to his supposed status as a
fraud and his advocacy for certain COVID-related policies. Put simply, these signs
were no longer a condemnation of Josh Green specifically, but an attack on all Jewish
people. That attack was baseless and hateful, and is dangerous not only to Hawaii’s
Jewish community but also the broader Hawaii community and beyond.

Jews are people just like you. Like you, we send our children to school, where they
grow up together with your children. Like some of you, some of us attend religious
services every week; like some of you, some of us live secular lives. Like you, we have
diverse beliefs, we may debate and argue, we often disagree with our family and
friends and acquaintances. Like you, we don’t think or act the same way as everyone
else who shares our religious, ethnic, racial or cultural affiliations.

Antisemitism - discrimination, prejudice, hostility, or violence directed against Jews
because they are Jewish - relies on the idea of Jewish people as different from other
people and inherently separate from the rest of the community. This is the same
logic that enables racism and other forms of hatred. Someone who believes hateful
stereotypes about Jews is prone to believe negative stereotypes about other
marginalized groups as well. Likewise, if one believes negative things about other
marginalized groups, they are primed to believe antisemitic things. The dangerous
worldview that enables anti-Asian and anti-Black racism and other racism,

Islamophobia and other religious hate, belief in the inferiority of Kanaka Maoli and
other indigenous and aboriginal groups, and numerous other oppressions is the
same one that underlies antisemitism.



