Minutes
Kona Beth Shalom
Board of Trustees
April 3,2022
Zoom (online) meeting

TRUSTEES LOGGED INTO MEETING

Alan Silverman, Vic Greenspan, Nella Silverman, Trina Yerlick, Sarah Kramer,
Vivienne Aronowitz, Elaine Dobinson, Sara Nealy and Barry Blum

TRUSTEES ABSENT

Una Greenaway, Joel Gimpel, Mike Bernstone and Shari Berman
OTHERS

Aviva and Yehudah Plaut

CALL TO ORDER

Vic convened the meeting at 10:03 a.m.

MINUTES

Upon motion made and seconded, the minutes of the March 6, 2022, Board meeting
were approved.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Mike emailed the financial reports to the Board members.

Upon motion made and seconded, the financial report was approved.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

FACILITIES

The combined Zoom and in-person March shabbat service went well. Trina led and
Vic conducted the Torah service. There was kiddush after the service with all
congregants partaking of wine and challah.

Hawaiian Queen Coffee Garden (HQCG) will be the site of our seder this year.

The relationship of HQCG’s new tenants, Kokua Academy, a private school, and KBS
has been good when trying to schedule events.

JEWISH EDUCATION



Hebrew School has continued with Trina meeting with Franz Hillert and his mom,
Alysa Freeman.

The end of year camping trip is scheduled for May 13 at Kiholo Bay near Kailua
Kona. Three families are participating with Shai Yerlick being the camp counselor,
spending the night at the beach with 4 adults and 5 kids. Vivienne suggested that
Silvia Cheskes’ girls might be interested in going on the camping trip.

Barry began a discussion about who would take over the education program after
Trina steps down at the end of the semester. A committee of Vivienne and Vic (chair)
was formed to look for a new teacher. Vivienne has been in touch with Shahar, who
was mentioned last board meeting, and found that she is too busy to be the teacher
but had suggested another Israeli, Roni, who also lives at some distance from Kona.
Aviva suggested that, whoever becomes the teacher, there are a great many
resources available to help with content. Marjorie Wade, a new member, has
extensive of Hebrew School experience. but lives far north on the island. Vivienne
and Shahar will keep Vic informed of anyone who might be interested. Vic will let
the Board know of any updates.

Trina suggested that since her home will no longer be available for classes, at least
once a month they could be held at HQCG after or during services. The Board agreed
that this was an excellent idea.

WEBSITE

Alan has been able to add limited new things to the website, e.g. banner at the top
instead of the bottom of the home page, but there are still issues not having a web
expert to help with complicated tasks. Elaine thought the Board should begin to
think about a new website, which will be expensive and take a while to achieve, but
there are technical advances that could make our website more user friendly. She
suggested that Nitzavim funds might be used to hire someone to create this new
website. Elaine has the original files from our current website. Sara Nealy
suggested to begin a Request For Proposal (RFP) to identify what we want: capacity,
what we want to emphasize, capabilities, how it looks, any branding changes. Sara
will send Vic, Alan and Elaine, members of the website committee, a copy of an RFP
she has developed for Kahilu Theatre so that they can start brainstorming ideas and
finding ideas from other synagogues websites, e.g. Steven Wise Temple in West Los
Angeles. Anyone with suggestions should pass them onto the committee through
the KBS email: konabethshalominfo@gmail.com. There should also be consideration
of having more that one person trained to complete tasks on the website.

Alan will post Barry’s updated yahrzeit list on website soon.
CEMETERY

Barry ordered and received three of Rick Light's book on tahara. One will go to
Vivienne, one will be kept at HQCG and he will keep the third.



Vivienne reported that Alice Lachman’s in-person training about the technical
details of tahara is scheduled for Sunday, May 1, held at the Plaut’s home. As soon as
Alice Lachman passes along the flyer with additional details, Alan will receive a copy
for distribution to our mailing list. Vivienne will give a copy of the flyer to our local
mortuaries and Chabad. There is still the issue of having a place to conduct the
tahara.

BIKUR CHOLIM/SOCIAL COMMITTEE

A letter will be sent to attendees of the seder encouraging them to contribute money
or canned food donations on April 16 for The Food Basket.

Alan set up 6 sites for helping Ukrainian Jews, available on the website. Since these
link directly to the charities, it is unknown how much has been donated. There has
been interest in this site as evidenced by the number of computer clicks.

NORTH HAWAII CHAVURAH (NHC)
The seder scheduled on the first night of Passover, Friday, April 15, is fully booked.

The last day of Pesach, Saturday, April 23, NHC will hold a havdalah service at
Hapuna beach with Rabbi Sydney Mintz.

No Friday night gathering will be held in May. The Mauna Kea Beach Restaurant will
not be available.

OLD BUSINESS
SHABBAT SERVICE SPONSORSHIP

Sara Nealy thought that sponsorship opportunities could be posted on our website.
She showed an example of how Beth Emek, Pleasanton, CA, had set it up. Sarah
Kramer brought up the question of whether we want to fundraise in this way. Sara
Nealy thought this was not pressuring anyone to donate, it is just an invitation to
honor or memorialize someone. Eliminating minimum contributions was suggested.

PESACH SHABBAT SPECIAL READING April 23, 2022 10:30 a.m.

Location: Zoom and HQCG

Leader: Aviva Plaut
Torah: Aviva/Vic
Drash: TBD

Kiddush: Matzo (Nella) and wine

Producer: Vic



Attendees should be fully vaccinated or provide proof of negative COVID test. Masks
optional but recommended.

PESACH

As of the April 1 deadline, there are reservations for 29 adults and 5 children under
12, no children under 5. Reservations include 2 families visiting the Island, 4 adults
and 3 children. Barbara Zipkin has volunteered to make name tags for attendees.
KBS has two cases of kosher for Passover Manischewitz Concord grape wine, 10
boxes of Yehuda matzos, 7 jars of Manischewitz whitefish and pike gefilte fish, 6 jars
of white horseradish, and, in order to reduce our plastic use, wine glasses and water
glasses have been ordered and will be on island before the 16th.

The Plauts will bring washed parsley for all the tables and a horseradish root for the
seder plate at the head table. Vic volunteered to obtain a lamb shank. We still need
someone to make charoset. We still need someone to be responsible for bringing the
seder plate and all its specific foods (roasted egg, orange, olive, arugula or other
bitter lettuce). The Silvermans have a matzo cover for the Afikomen. Vic should
bring money to “buy” back the Afikomen for dessert. Nella will review lists made
from previous seder events to make sure nothing has been overlooked.

The Silvermans will call Amelia to confirm reservation numbers and other details.
Barry will create a timeline for Amelia so that she can time the seder dinner with the
staff for a smooth and hot delivery of food.

Barry reviewed the KBS Haggadah that was updated three years ago and approved
its use. Alan will review the song sheet and send it to Barry for review.

Barry asked the Plauts to conduct havdalah before the seder begins.

Alan will contact Laura Ruminski of West Hawaii Today to suggest coverage of the
seder for the paper.

Attendees will need to bring their own pillows for reclining.

NEW BUSINESS
HIGH HOLIDAYS

Rabbi Daniel Pressman has been a frequent participant in Saturday Torah studies.
With his congenial, knowledgeable manner, Vic and all the KBS members who
regularly participate wanted to inquire about his willingness and availability to lead
our High Holiday services,. Rabbi Pressman said he was open to discussion. He said
outright that he is not a cantor. If Shari plans to be here on-island for High Holidays,
perhaps she would be comfortable taking on that role.

NEXT BOARD MEETING

The next Board meeting will be held May 1 at 10 a.m. on Zoom.



The meeting was adjourned at 12:03 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Nella Silverman,
Secretary



