
Minutes

Kona	Beth	Shalom

Board	of	Trustees

December	5,	2021


Zoom	(online)	meeting


TRUSTEES	LOGGED	INTO	MEETING


Joel	Gimpel,	Alan	Silverman,	Vic	Greenspan,	Nella	Silverman,	Barry	Blum,	Trina	
Yerlick,	Sarah	Kramer,	Vivienne	Aronowitz,	Mike	Bernstone,	Una	Greenaway,	Shari	
Berman	and	Sara	Nealy


TRUSTEES	ABSENT


Elaine	Dobinson


CALL	TO	ORDER


Vic	convened	the	meeting	at	10:12	a.m.


CHANUKAH	PARTY	 	 December	5,	2021	 	 5:00	p.m.	-	6:30	p.m.


Due	to	weather	concerns	and	the	scheduled	5	p.m	Sunday	start	of	the	party,	
Vivienne	asked	to	discuss	at	the	beginning	of	the	Board	meeting	whether	the	party	
should	still	be	held.		The	Mauna	Kea	resort	offered	to	move	the	party	indoors	at	their	
Ballroom	rather	than	the	original	outdoor	Luau	space.		Vivienne	reported	that	
several	of	the	96	RSVP’s	received	had	already	cancelled	and	she	was	confident	that	
the	ballroom	was	a	safe	place	to	gather.	Barry	said	the	question	uppermost	was	
whether	all	four	musicians	would	feel	comfortable	traveling	to	and	from	the	resort	
with	weather	forecasted	to	be	severe	rainstorms	and	high	winds.		Reports	from	
Board	members	close	to	the	resort	reported		no	winds	and	light	rain	at	the	time	of	
the	meeting.		Two	members	of	the	band	who	were	attending	the	Board	meeting,		Joel	
Gimpel	and	Barry	Blum,	agreed	that	they	would	come.	Vivienne	was	asked	to	call	
Leslie	Harlib,	the	pianist	of	the	band,	who	was	most	concerned	about	coming	to	the	
resort.	After	calling	Leslie,	Vivienne	reported	that	she	encouraged	Leslie	to	come	
early	to	the	resort,	have	lunch	and	get	settled	before	the	party.		Vic	agreed	to	pay	for	
the	lunch	with	KBS	funds.	Leslie	agreed	and	Vivienne	will	contact	all	who	RSVP’d	
that	the	Chanukah	party	was	happening.


MINUTES


Upon	motion	made	and	seconded,	the	minutes	of	the	November	2021	Board	meeting	
were	approved.	


TREASURER’S	REPORT




Mike	emailed	the	financial	reports	to	the	Board	members.	Mike	estimates	KBS	still	
has	$600-$700	credit	at	Hawaiian	Queen	Coffee	Garden	(HQCG)	to	pay	for	use	of	
their	facility.	Upon	motion	made	and	seconded,	the	financial	report	was	approved.


COMMITTEE	REPORTS/OLD	BUSINESS/NEW	BUSINESS


FACILITIES


A	hybrid	Zoom/limited	in-person	service	was	held	at	HQCG	for	the	November	27	
shabbat.		County	rules	as	of	December	1	allow	25	people	at	indoor	events.		Alan	
thought	this	would	allow	a	general	invite	for	vaccinated	congregants	for	the	
December	18	shabbat.


A	list	of	dates	for	shabbats	and	holidays	for	2022	has	been	sent	to	Board	members.		
Alan	will	send	a	proposed	list	of	2022	shabbats	to	HQCG.		Since	their	space	has	now	
been	rented	on	weekdays,	it	will	likely	be	unavailable	to	us	for	High	Holiday	services	
next	year,	as	Rosh	Hashanah	Day	and	Yom	Kippur	Day	fall	on	weekdays.		Discussion	
of	where	we	might	rent	space	was	tabled	for	another	meeting.


HQCG	is	available	on	January	1	for	the	bar	mitzvah	Shari	is	leading	for	a	family	from	
San	Francisco.


BAR	MITZVAH	 January	1,	2022	 HQCG


Shari	reported	that	all	14	members	of	the	family	traveling	to	Kona	for	the	bar	
mitzvah	are	vaccinated.	It	will	be	an	early	afternoon	service	(perhaps	1-3:30	p.m.).		
They	are	planning	a	safe	oneg	with	challah,	snacks	and	pupus.		A	motion	was	made,	
amended	and	seconded	that	a	contract	be	negotiated	with	the	family	for	a	minimum	
of	$1000	plus	rental	of	the	space.		The	motion	passed.	A	Zoom	hybrid	will	be	
available	for	observers	to	watch	the	service.	Shari	plans	to	be	in	Kona	leading	the	
service.		Aviva	will	be	involved.		Trina	asked	if	Leah	Hillert,	our	soon-to-be	bat	
mitzvah,	could	lead	the	Aleinu	prayer.		There	was	a	suggestion	that	the	relatives	
could	send	donations	to	the	Torah	Fund	in	honor	of	the	bar	mitzvah.


NITZAVIM	-	MARC	LABOVITZ	SHABBATON


Una	asked	the	Board	about	the	idea	of	a	shabbaton	that	Rabbi	Marc	would	lead.		The	
Board	asked	questions	about	what	she	envisioned	for	the	event.	She	has	spoken	to	
Rabbi	Marc	who	said		he	would	be	available	to	come	to	Hawaii	with	his	family	
sometime	between	the	end	of	June	through	July	2022.		Una	thinks	it	should	be	a	
public	event,	very	inexpensive	or	free.		She	was	unsure	how	many	people	could	be	
encouraged	to	attend.		She	thought	another	congregation	in	Oahu	could	help	defray	
the	transportation	costs,	e.g.	Temple	Emanu-El,	where	our	mentor	for	Nitzavim,	Josh	
Levenson,	attends.		Una	thought	there	were	enough	families,	including	herself,	that	
would	be	able	to	host	the	Labovitz’s	when	they	were	on	the	Big	Island	so	that	hotel	
costs	could	be	avoided.	Sara	Nealy	suggested	that	we	send	a	letter	to	some	in	our	
Jewish	community	to	attract	hosts	to	help	sponsor	the	event.	Una	will	send	a	“doodle	
poll”	to	see	what	weekends	those	on	the	Board	would	be	on	Island	and	available.	



(Vivienne	would	not	be	available	June	25,	as	her	daughter	is	getting	married	then).		
A	motion,	made	and	seconded,	was	approved	to	have	a	shabbaton	with	Rabbi	Marc.


Trina	noted	that	she	previously	had	made	known	that	she	wants	to	be	part	of	the	
Nitzavim	Committee	to	encourage	family-friendly	events.		Una	acknowledged	Trina’s	
participation.


WEBSITE


There	is	nothing	new	to	report,	just	keeping	the	website	up-to-date.


CEMETERY


Vivienne	has	been	in	touch	with	Alice	Lachman	regarding	tahara	training.		This	two-
hour	training	has	been	scheduled	for	Sunday,	January	16,	2022.


BIKUR	CHOLIM/SOCIAL	COMMITTEE


Reminder	that	the	Chanukah	event	flyer	has	asked	attendees	for	donations	to	one	or	
more	of	these	local	charitable	organizations:	Kahilu	Theatre,	Kamuela	Philharmonic,	
Food	Basket.


NORTH	HAWAII	CHAVURAH	(NHC)


Mauna	Kea	has	reopened	Restaurant	#3	for	Vivienne’s	second	Friday	night	of	the	
month	erev	shabbat	event.		This	venue	has	been	closed	since	the	pandemic	started.


Vivienne	has	looked	into	booking	first	night	seder	at	Anna’s	Ranch	in	Waimea.		The	
venue	will	host	a	maximum	of	50	people.


SHABBAT	VAYECHI	 	 December	18,	2021	 10:30	a.m.	 


	 Location:	 HQCG	and	Zoom


	 Leader:	 Aviva	Plaut


	 Readers:	 Aviva	and	Vic


JEWISH	EDUCATION


Although	Trina’s	students	will	not	be	able	to	make	it	to	the	Chanukah	event	at	the	
Mauna	Kea,	a	Chanukah	event	was	held	at	Alysa	Freeman’s	home	for	Franz	and	Leah.


Trina	is	still	networking	to	find	a	volunteer	for	help	with	a	new	student	starting	in	
January.		Trina	asked	Sarah	Kramer	for	some	help.


NEXT	BOARD	MEETING


The	next	Board	meeting	will	be	held	January	9	at	10	a.m.	on	Zoom.




The	meeting	was	adjourned	at	11:09	a.m.


Respectfully	submitted,

Nella	Silverman,	Secretary


