
Minutes

Kona	Beth	Shalom

Board	of	Trustees

February	13,	2022


Zoom	(online)	meeting


TRUSTEES	LOGGED	INTO	MEETING


Alan	Silverman,	Vic	Greenspan,	Nella	Silverman,	Trina	Yerlick,	Sarah	Kramer,	
Vivienne	Aronowitz,	Mike	Bernstone,	Una	Greenaway,	Elaine	Dobinson,	and	Sara	
Nealy


TRUSTEES	ABSENT


Joel	Gimpel,	Barry	Blum	and	Shari	Berman


OTHERS	PRESENT


Aviva	and	Yehudah	Plaut


CALL	TO	ORDER


Vic	convened	the	meeting	at	10:02	a.m.


MINUTES


Upon	motion	made	and	seconded,	the	minutes	of	the	January	9,	2022,	Board	
meeting	were	approved.


TREASURER’S	REPORT


Mike	emailed	the	financial	reports	to	the	Board	members.


Mike	noted	that	we	continue	to	pay	$200/month	for	storage	unit	rental,	the	smallest	
unit	available.		A	discussion	ensued	regarding	the	contents	in	storage,	especially	the	
many	cartons	of	books.	They	include	numerous	siddurim	and	machzorim,	which	
might	be	offered	to	others.		Trina	texted	Rabbi	Rachel	Short	who	said	she	was	
interested	in	knowing	more	details	about	what	we	have.	Alan	will	send	everyone	on	
the	Board,	as	well	as	Rabbi	Rachel,	the	list	of	siddurim	and	other	religious	texts	that	
are	at	the	storage	unit,	including	pictures	of	the	title	pages	of	some	of	the	religious	
texts.		Decisions	could	then	be	made	on	how	best	to	make	these	books	available	and	
to	whom,	e.g.	other	Hawaii	rabbis,	Jewish	Community	Services	(JCS).	It	was	noted	
that	the	books	are	stored	in	cardboard	boxes	which	are	beginning	to	deteriorate.


Upon	motion	made	and	seconded,	the	financial	report	was	approved.


COMMITTEE	REPORTS:


FACILITIES




HQCG	will	be	the	site	for	Leah	Hillert’s	bat	mitzvah.		There	are	plans	to	erect	a	100-
person	size	tent	outside	the	opening	of	the	garage	to	house	the	congregants,	family	
and	friends.		The	torah	and	ark	will	be	inside	the	garage.		Vic	will	help	Chuck	Frumin,	
overseer	of	the	grounds,	with	parking.	Alan	asked	for	program	details	so	appropriate	
audio	equipment	could	be	available	for	those	doing	extra	readings.		Trina	noted	that	
all	family	and	friends	are	vaccinated	and	will	be	masked.	The	services	will	be	live	
streamed	on	Zoom	and	Facebook.	A	final	planning	meeting	will	be	coordinated	
between	Trina,	Aviva	and	Alan.


Alan	reported	that	KBS	is	penciled	in	to	use	the	County	Events	Pavilion	at	Old	A	for	
both	April	15	and	16	to	celebrate	a	community		seder.		A	decision	will	need	to	be	
made	soon	about	which	night	or	even	if	we	will	use	this	facility.	Barry	has	taken	the	
lead	on	this	project	and	is	exploring	possible	other	sites.		Since	Barry	was	unable	to	
attend	this	meeting,	Una	will	email	him	for	an	update.


JEWISH	EDUCATION


Leah	Hillert’s	bat	mitzvah	is	scheduled	for	February	26	at	10:30	a.m.	at	HQCG.		Trina	
will	concentrate	on	Leah’s	preparation	and	has	stopped	classes	for	Franz	Hillert	
until	the	beginning	of	March.		


Una	offered	Nitzavim	funds	for	Trina’s	class	and	other	interested	kids	to	have	a	
party.		When	offered	a	chance	to	get	together,	the	children	were	more	interested	in	a	
camping	trip	to	the	beach.		Suggestions	were	made	about	where	to	go,	e.g.	Kiholo,	or	
not	go,	e.g.	Waipio.	The	question	of	liability	issues	was	raised.		Trina	said	a	parent	
from	each	participating	family	would	go	and	also	sign	a	waiver. Una	and	Trina,	as	
committee	members,	will	work	out	details.


Trina	informed	the	Board	that	she	is	planning	to	step	down	as	teacher	next	year.


*Since	the	Plauts	and	Sara	Nealy	had	to	leave	early,	their	reports	were	given	at	this	
point	in	the	meeting,	but	will	be	included	below	under	Old	Business.


WEBSITE


Not	a	lot	of	additions	have	been	made	to	the	site	except	for	the	upkeep	of	the	
calendar	since	the	beginning	of	the	year.		Alan	pled	exhaustion	as	Zoom	and	other	
tech	preparation	has	taken	up	a	lot	of	time	with	a	bar	mitzvah	in	January,	Leah’s	
upcoming	bat	mitzvah	in	February.	and	weekly	Torah	studies	and	candle	lighting.	
The	website	is	not	user	friendly.		Everything	that	gets	posted	must	be	formatted	and	
is	time	consuming.	


CEMETERY


Vivienne	noted	that	Barry	and	Gloria	Blum	as	well	as	Vic	attended	the	online	
workshop,	“Death:	What	Jews	Do”	last	Sunday.		Plans	to	reschedule	the	chevra	
kadisha	training	are	moving	forward.




BIKUR	CHOLIM/SOCIAL	COMMITTEE


Nella	conveyed	thanks	from	Goldie	Lefkowitz	to	everyone	who	offered	suggestions	
about	in-home	help.		Her	family	has	found	4	people	who	can	help	regularly.		Her	
family	also	arranged	with	Hawaii	County	Mayor	Mitch	Roth	to	proclaim	her	100th	
birthday	on	April	12	to	be	“Goldie	Lefkowitz	Day.”


Barry	emailed	that	Kris	Gitelson,	Barry	Gitelson’s	wife,	passed	away	this	past	week.		
Una	and	Barry	were	good	friends	with	them.		Barry	Gitelson	has	collaborated	with	
Arnie	Rabin	as	a	magician	for	local	events.	A	memorial	is	planned	for	the	26th	or	
27th	of	March.	Details	will	be	sent	to	the	Board.


Jan	Rae,	accompanied	by	Joel,	is	in	Oahu	for	surgery	this	week.


Shari	informed	the	Board	and	other	friends	that	Alice	Bratton’s	mom	passed	away.		
Many	on	the	Board	responded	directly	to	Alice.		Jan	Rae	sent	a	card	from	the	
congregation.


NORTH	HAWAII	CHAVURAH	(NHC)


The	second	Friday	night	of	the	month	shabbat	events	have	resumed	at	the	Mauna	
Kea	Beach	Resort	Restaurant	#3.	Vivienne	said	there	were	about	27	people	who	
gathered	on	February	11.		


Vivienne	has	arranged	for	a	seder	at	that	location	on	Friday,	April	15,	which	will	
accommodate	up	to	30	people.	She	expressed	confidence	that	it	would	not	draw	
people	from	a	KBS	seder,	if	one	is	held	at	the	same	time.


NITZAVIM


Una	and	Vic	attended	a	presentation	by	Mazon,	a	Jewish	response	to	hunger.	KBS	
may	join	with	a	coalition	to	promote	human	rights	regarding	food	and	encourage	
donations,	especially	when	having	a	simcha.


Vic	and	Una	will	be	attending	an	in-person	Nitzavim	leadership	training	session	in	
May.


On	February	20	the	community	needs	assessment	committee	will	have	a	meeting.		
Barry	has	made	a	small	list	for	feedback.		Vic	will	be	part	of	it	and	will	inform	Viv	of	
the	time	of	the	meeting.	Una	suggested	Vic	ask	for	money	for	an	emergencies	fund	
for	people	who	need	help.		Alan	noted	that	Jodie	Gerson,	Program	Director	of	JCS,	
has	been	very	prompt	and	responsive	when	contacted	about	Big	Island	needs.		It	
was	suggested	her	name	and	contact	information	be	available	on	our	website.


SHABBAT	VAYAKHEL		 February	26,	2022	 10:30	a.m.	 Zoom	and	in-person


Leah	Hillert’s	bat	mitzvah.


Leader:	 Trina	Yerlick




Torah:		 Aviva	Plaut


Catered	Kiddush	provided	by	Leah’s	family.


OLD	BUSINESS


OFF	ISLAND	BAR/BAT	MITZVAH


Yehudah	moved	to	raise	the	price	for	off-island	bar/bat	mitzvah	to	$5000.		The	
motion	was	seconded	and	passed.	Mike	will	rework	the	KBS	form	for	approval	at	our	
next	Board	meeting.


SHABBAT	SERVICE	SPONSORSHIP


Sara	Nealy	created	a	draft	proposal	for	shabbat	sponsorship:


“Purpose:	

1.	to	create	a	revenue	stream	to	defray	some	of	our	costs	and	

2.	to	give	people	opportunities	to	honor	loved	ones	and	celebrate	special	
occasions


There	are	many	ways	to	play	a	role	at	Kona	Beth	Shalom.	One	of	them	is	to	be	
a	sponsor	of	a	Shabbat	service	and	Kiddush.		


Our	community	gathers	monthly	to	welcome	Shabbat	—	a	cornerstone	of	
Jewish	experience.	You	are	invited	to	contribute	to	underwriting	the	costs	of	
the	service	and	Kiddush	with	a	Shabbat	sponsorship.


You	can	celebrate	a	birthday,	anniversary,	or	other	special	mitzvah,	or	
commemorate	the	Yahrtzeit	of	a	loved	one,	by	sponsoring	Shabbat	or	just	the	
Kiddush	which	follows	services	after	Shabbat.	It	is	a	beautiful	way	of	sharing	
your	personal	celebration	or	tribute	with	the	community.”


Sara	suggested	that	this	could	be	a	drop-down	option	available	on	the	website.

She	also	suggested	that	KBS	hold	a	retreat,	perhaps	with	a	facilitator,	to	help	develop	
and	brainstorm	what	we	want	to	accomplish	this	year.		Sara’s	suggestions	were	
welcomed	by	the	Board.


NEW	BUSINESS


Vivienne	found	“Jewish	In	Hawaii”	posts	on	JCS	calendar	and	Facebook	that	are	
doing	interesting	social	gatherings	on	Oahu,	but	unfortunately	none	are	online.


Rabbi	Daniel	Lev	has	begun	online	study	sessions	Friday	nights	at	7	p.m.		Yehudah	
has	more	information	about	how	to	connect.


NEXT	BOARD	MEETING




The	next	Board	meeting	will	be	held	March	6	at	10	a.m.	on	Zoom.


The	meeting	was	adjourned	at	11:47	a.m.


Respectfully	submitted,

Nella	Silverman,

Secretary



