
Minutes

Kona	Beth	Shalom

Board	of	Trustees

January	9,	2022


Zoom	(online)	meeting


TRUSTEES	LOGGED	INTO	MEETING


Joel	Gimpel,	Alan	Silverman,	Vic	Greenspan,	Nella	Silverman,	Barry	Blum,	Trina	
Yerlick,	Sarah	Kramer,	Vivienne	Aronowitz,	Mike	Bernstone,	Una	Greenaway,	Elaine	
Dobinson,	Shari	Berman	and	Sara	Nealy


TRUSTEES	ABSENT


None


OTHERS	PRESENT


Aviva	Plaut


CALL	TO	ORDER


Vic	convened	the	meeting	at	10:05	a.m.


MINUTES


Vivienne	noted	a	correction	was	needed	in	the	reference	to	plans	for	North	Hawaii	
Chavurah	passover	seder.	The	corrected	minutes	now	say	she	looked	into	booking	a	
seder	at	Anna’s	Ranch	instead	of	booked	a	seder	at	Anna’s	Ranch.		Upon	motion	
made	and	seconded,	the	amended	minutes	of	the	December	5,	2021,	Board	meeting	
were	approved.


TREASURER’S	REPORT


Mike	emailed	the	financial	reports	to	the	Board	members.	The	check	($1,000	plus	
rental	fee)	from	the	January	1	bar	mitzvah	has	been	deposited.		Total	membership	is	
down	mainly	due	to	snowbirds	not	traveling	to	Hawaii	and,	he	explained,	many	have	
not	responded	to	payment	requests	for	annual	dues.


Shari	broached	the	idea	of	having	a	“Zoom	membership”	category	at	a	reduced	rate	
since	services	are	hybrid:	Zoom	and	in-person.		


Upon	motion	made	and	seconded,	the	financial	report	was	approved.


COMMITTEE	REPORTS:


FACILITIES




Alan	reported	that	Hawaiian	Queen	Coffee	Garden	(HQCG)	handled	the	size	of	the	
bar	mitzvah	on	January	1	well.		There	were	14	in	the	bar	mitzvah	seated	together	
and	masked.		In	addition,	8	KBS	congregants	also	attended	with	Leah	Hillert,	our	
soon-to-be	bat	mitzvah,	joining	in	the	service.		Two	of	those	congregants	tested	
negative	the	week	after	the	event.


All	the	shabbat	dates	requested	of	HQCG	were	okayed	as	well	as	High	Holidays.		The	
school	that	leases	space	from	HQCG	will	be	closed	during	High	Holidays.	As	far	as	
other	holidays,	Alan	will	request	Sunday	afternoon,	October	16,	for	Simchat	Torah	
celebration.		


Decision	about	a	place	for	Chanukah	party	will	be	postponed	for	a	later	meeting.


Alan	will	try	to	reserve	the	Old	A	Pavilion	for	the	Passover	seder	for	either	1st	night,	
Friday,	April	15,	or	2nd	night,	Saturday,	April	16.		Many	questions	remain	about	the	
feasibility	of	having	an	in-person	seder:	pandemic	restrictions,	caterer,	etc.		Old	A	
kitchen	does	not	have	a	stove.


Barry	noted	the	newsletter	from	the	Memorials	Scrolls	Trust	previewed	2023	events	
planned	for	the	60th	anniversary	of	rescuing	Czech	holocaust	torahs,	including	ours	
from	Polna.


JEWISH	EDUCATION


Leah	Hillert’s	bat	mitzvah	is	scheduled	for	February	26.	


Trina	is	thinking	of	postponing	a	new	student’s	start	of	her	education	until	the	fall.		
This	student	is	not	yet	vaccinated,	which	is	a	requirement	for	attending	Hebrew	
school.		Sarah	Kramer	may	help	by	starting	to	teach	this	student	her	aleph-bet	on	
Zoom	before	the	fall.


WEBSITE


The	slowdown	in	the	administrative	mode	of	the	website	has	been	improved.		There	
is	still	no	definite	answer	about	control	of	our	site.		The	auto-renewal	set	up	by	
Bernie	Bernstone	has	gone	through,	so	we	still	have	a	working	website.		The	
alternative	to	trying	to	reclaim	control	of	the	site	is	to	rebuild	the	website	on	
another	server	which	would	be	a	very	complex	job.		


Alan’s	cousin,	Shira	and	her	husband	Ben	Umansky,	participated	in	December’s	
shabbat	service.		They	have	created	a	video	to	promote	KBS.	.	Alan	will	provide	a	link	
for	the	Board	and	others	to	view	this	video	and	get	feedback	on	whether	to	post	it	on	
the	website.


CEMETERY


Barry	has	spoken	with	Priscilla	Kostiner,	who	is	on-island	from	Portland,	Oregon,	
about	tahara	being	performed	virtually.		Shari	noted	that	she	was	able	to	participate	
online	in	her	mother’s	tahara	this	past	year.		Family	members	are	typically	not	



present	when	the	ritual	is	done	in	person.		With	the	pandemic,	there	have	been	
changes	in	washing	the	body	and	preparation	for	burial.		New	“green”	burial	
procedures	are	sometimes	available,	with	the	body	being	interred	only	in	a	shroud	
instead	of	a	coffin.


Vivienne	noted	the	chevra	kadisha	training	that	was	planned	for	January	16	has	
been	postponed.	


An	online	workshop,	“Death:	What	Jews	Do”	is	happening	on	Sunday,	February	6,	
2022.		Viv	will	send	information	to	Alan	for	distribution	to	the	mailing	list.		Barry	
was	asked	to	notify	local		mortuaries	(Dodo	and	Ballard)	in	case	they	are	interested	
in	participating.	


Vic	was	requested	to	start	making	wooden	caskets	to	have	them	available	when	
needed.		Trina	and	Sarah	Kramer	both	were	interested.


BIKUR	CHOLIM/SOCIAL	COMMITTEE


Alysa	Freeman	wrote	to	the	Board	requesting	assistance	in	helping	Goldie	Lefkowitz,	
our	99-year	old	member,	find	full	time	in-home	help.		Vivienne	said	that	she	would	
be	in	touch	with	Goldie’s	daughter,	Sue	Pargett.		Goldie	had	previously	been	in	touch	
with	Rabbi	Rachel	but	she	has	been	unavailable.		Barry	asked	Vivienne	to	broach	the	
subject	of	burial	plans	with	Sue	as	there	are	spaces	available	in	our	cemetery	in	Hilo.


NORTH	HAWAII	CHAVURAH	(NHC)


Vivienne	had	to	leave	the	meeting	early	but	sent	an	email.		NHC	shabbat	gatherings	
are	on	hold	for	now.		She	wrote	“I	am	very	grateful	to	all	who	worked	hard	to	make	
the	Chanukah	party	happen.		It	was	a	miracle!!”


SHABBAT	B’SHALACH	 January	22,	2022	 10:30	a.m.	 Hybrid


Priscilla	Kostiner	was	asked	to	lead	services	while	on-island	but	Barry	said	she	
thought	it	may	not	be	possible	as	she	has	visitors	on	this	date.


Vic	will	work	out	details	of	the	service	after	our	Board	meeting.


OLD	BUSINESS


JANUARY	BAR	MITZVAH	 


Shari	thanked	everyone	for	their	help	in	making	this	a	very	special	day.		The	family	
was	delighted.


NITZAVIM


Una	has	decided	not	to	pursue	the	Shabbaton	with	Rabbi	Marc	Labowitz,	as	it	is	too	
difficult,	with	the	pandemic,	to	make	plans	that	far	off.	We	will	wait	until	spring	to	
see	whether	it	can	work,	safely.




NEW	BUSINESS


SHABBAT	SERVICE	SPONSORSHIP


Sara	Nealy	was	asked	to	write	up	her	proposal	to	raise	money	by	having	sponsors	
for	our	shabbat	services.	Barry	cautioned	that	this	needs	to	have	a	delicate	touch	as,	
historically,		it	has	not	been	a	KBS	policy	to	ask	members	for	money	other	than	
membership,	e.g.,		solicitations	during	high	holiday	services.	Several	board	members	
urged	consideration	of	this	sort	of	opportunity	to	raise	funds	and	increase	
participation	of	the	membership.


FEBRUARY	BAT	MITZVAH	 10:30	a.m.	-	12:30	p.m.	 HQCG


Just	as	with	the	January	bar	mitzvah,	a	special	permit	to	allow	more	than	10	people	
to	attend	indoor	services	at	HQCG	will	be	needed.	All	who	are	in	the	bat	mitzvah	
group	have	been	vaccinated	and	will	wear	masks.	


Food	is	being	catered.		There	will	have	to	be	a	server	to	comply	with	COVID	
concerns.		The	garage	area	will	be	set	up	for	dining	for	the	bat	mitzvah	attendees,	
although	other	congregants	are	welcome	to	eat	in	the	sanctuary.


Caterer	will	be	responsible	for	cleanup	and	leave	the	facility	by	2:00	p.m.


After	attending	the	January	bar	mitzvah,	Leah	was	inspired	to	prepare	a	version	of	
Adon	Olam	sung	to	the	tune,	“You’ll	Be	Back,”	from	“Hamilton.”


RABBI	FOR	HIGH	HOLIDAYS


Vic	asked	permission	to	inquire	if	Daniel	Pressman,	rabbi	emeritus	of	Congregation	
Beth	David	in	the	San	Jose,	CA	area,	would	be	interested	in	being	part	of	our	High	
Holiday	services.		After	explaining	that	Rabbi	Pressman	regularly	has	been	attending	
our	Zoom	torah	studies	and	presented	a	drash	in	our	August	Zoom	service,	the	
Board	authorized	Vic	to	invite	Rabbi	Pressman	to	conduct	a	monthly	service	or	
prepare	another	drash.


NEXT	BOARD	MEETING


The	next	Board	meeting	will	be	held	February	13	at	10	a.m.	on	Zoom.


The	meeting	was	adjourned	at	11:50	a.m.


Respectfully	submitted,

Nella	Silverman,

Secretary



