Minutes
Kona Beth Shalom
Board of Trustees
May 1, 2022
Zoom (online) meeting

TRUSTEES LOGGED INTO MEETING

Alan Silverman, Vic Greenspan, Nella Silverman, Trina Yerlick, Sarah Kramer,
Vivienne Aronowitz, Sara Nealy, Joel Gimpel, Mike Bernstone and Barry Blum

Shari Berman signed on near the close of the meeting due to time difference as she is
now in Japan and it’s very early Monday morning there.

TRUSTEES ABSENT

Una Greenaway and Elaine Dobinson
OTHERS

Aviva and Yehudah Plaut

CALL TO ORDER

Vic convened the meeting at 10:06 a.m.
MINUTES

Upon motion made and seconded, the minutes of the April 3, 2022, Board meeting
were approved.

TREASURER'’S REPORT

Mike will email the financial reports to the Board members later this week. Mike
will report on how much the seder expenses exceeded what we took in from
attendees in the Passover Recap.

Upon motion made and seconded, the financial report was approved.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
FACILITIES

The seder was held at Hawaiian Queen Coffee Garden this year. It went well with 36
people attending. There are no other venues booked for the rest of the year.

HQCG’s new tenants, Kokua Academy, a private school, has built an outdoor pavilion
on the property. Alan congratulated one of the school administrators about this
structure and she said the school may make this outdoor space available when it’s
complete.



JEWISH EDUCATION

Trina reserved a camp site at Spencer Beach for the end of year campout Friday, May
13,. Vivienne asked if a family in Waimea could be included in the Friday evening
festivities. Trina will contact them. Trina will call the County to see if access to the
shelter there can be used if it rains. Trina asked about outdoor cooking facilities.
She was assured by some members that they are available. Vic said he could lend
her a butane stove, if wanted. Alan said he had 2 that he could lend her. She will let
them know if they are needed.

WEBSITE

Alan has collected names of individuals on Big Island that may be able to help
rebuild, maintain and/or refresh our website. He will contact them and have a
report for next Board meeting.

CEMETERY

Barry noted that Marty Kelemen, who was previously a member of KBS, is now at
Kona Community Hospital and will be in long term care in Hilo soon, if anyone
wants to contact him. Marty was interested in purchasing a plot in the Jewish section
of Homelani Cemetery.

Sara Nealy thought that an email blast once a year would be a good way to let our
members know that we do have a Jewish cemetery on Island. There is a section on
our website with pictures showing the cemetery and who to contact in case of need.
Barry asked Sara to give feedback after she’s read the Beit Hashamayim entry. Barry
will make sure to update.

Vivienne reported that tahara in-person training planned for today, May 1, has been
postponed. There is a free online lecture today at noon on Jewish burial practices to
be led by a Stanford M.D. and chaplain. Please contact Viv if you are interested in
connection details.

BIKUR CHOLIM/SOCIAL COMMITTEE

Vivienne would like to use Richard Light’s book, “To Midwife a Soul,” as the first
book to relaunch the book club in August. Copies of the book are available from
Barry and Vivienne. This might be the time to tell the membership of KBS’s
cemetery. An updated information trifold about KBS is printed and online which
could be available for email blast.

Nella will ask Jan Rae to send a belated 100th birthday card to our member, Goldie
Lefkowitz.

NORTH HAWAII CHAVURAH (NHC)



Vivienne and Michelle Levy co-led the NHC seder on the first night with 31 people in
attendance. The last night of Pesach was celebrated with havdalah and music by
Maya Elise on Hapuna Beach.

Rabbi Sydney Mintz and her wife have purchased a property in Honokaa. Hopefully
this could lead to more participation by Rabbi Mintz in Big Island events.

Vivienne has asked if a $2500 donation to NHC could be held in the KBS accounts so
that it would be eligible for charitable donation status. NHC getting their own 501(c)
status is very difficult and even KBS is not registered with this status but is entitled
to receive charitable funds as a religious organization. After discussion and approval
by Mike, who as Treasurer would create this NHC line item, a motion was made,
seconded and passed to authorize this holding fund for $2500 and no more, for
Vivienne’s use for NHC.

Sara Nealy at this point wondered if KBS has a “new to the Big Island” welcome
letter. This discussion will be written up under New Business.

Pesach discussion was started and then stopped when Shabbat agenda item was
skipped. Each topic will be put in “agenda order” in the minutes.

SHABBAT BECHUKOTAI MAY 28, 2022* 10:30 a.m.

*Aviva Plaut noted that the following week’s shabbat, Saturday, June 4, would be just
prior to Shavuot and moving the shabbat to that date would give the congregation a
chance to celebrate the holiday. Alan will check with HQCG about availability and
will email the Board. If the June date is available, a vote will be requested whether
to change the date of our shabbat services from May 28 to June 4.

Lead: Trina will let Vic know if she can lead
Sarah K said she would be able to help with prayers on Zoom
Torah: Vic
Drash: Vic will find someone
(Aviva suggested Barry if services are on June 4)
Location: Zoom and in-person
Challah: Vic will find someone

After discussion about how to revitalize shabbat services with a possible pot luck
since COVID rules are being relaxed, it was decided to serve bagels and lox with a
server, masked and gloved, giving out portions.

Advertising that we are having in-person services in the newspaper or to concierges
at local hotels was deemed to be too much at this time. Mike noted that newspapers



are cutting back deliveries. Barry noted that concierge’s names and emails change
rapidly and questioned their helpfulness.

OLD BUSINESS
PESACH RECAP

Mike said KBS had to pay $2500 to cover costs of the seder. Nitzavim funds were
earmarked to make up the difference. Barry felt that the seder turned out
beautifully, he was impressed with the crew who helped and all seemed to enjoy
most of the seder. There were some suggestions:

Barry wanted additional items in the Haggadabh.

Trina said she knew people who did not come because of the expense.

Matzo balls were not that great.

Mike thought costs could have been reduced if planning was started earlier

Sara Nealy said she watched the last day of Pesach shabbat, April 23, on Facebook.
She was unable to get any response when she wanted to give input during the Yizkor
part of the service. Alan apologized as he could only handle so much that shabbat
and did not give attention to Facebook questions. Sara wanted to let Barry know the
yartzeit names announced included her parents’ names. It was suggested that she
give Barry the information so that he can make a notation on the yartzeit list.

At this point Vivienne informed the Board of an online Israeli Film Festival. See
more details under New Business.

RABBI: HIGH HOLIDAYS (HH)

Rabbi Daniel Pressman has agreed to be our Rabbi for the HH. He’s excited to come
and suggested he could conduct educational classes during the week between
holidays. He also is looking forward to contacting and working with Shari on the
service. He emailed the full PDF of the Conservative Machzor “Lev Shalem” to Aviva
and Yehudah as a suggestion of what KBS could use if the Board and HH Committee
approve. Purchasing the prayerbook for 50 people, it would cost $2500. Mike said
that would not be a problem. Sara N said she could help Vic write up a letter of
agreement with Rabbi Pressman when all the details are worked out. Vic will start a
budget for what the Board will need to approve for the stipends for Rabbi Pressman
and Cantor Shari Berman. Rabbi Pressman has verbally agreed to the usual $5000.
Barry asked Nella to start “to do” lists for the HH. This can be made part of our
website “Holiday Planners” checklists.

Shari noted that she worked with Rabbi Pressman during the August, 2021, shabbat
service for which he did a drash. She also uses the new Conservative machzor in
services she conducts in Japan. She wants to be the Cantor for HH services but will
need the stipend to cover the cost of travel to and from Kona.



NEW BUSINESS
WELCOME LETTER TO NEW KONA JEWISH RESIDENTS

Sara Nealy asked if KBS has a letter of welcome to new Jewish residents on the Big
Island that lets them know about the congregation and the Kona Jewish community.
When Barry meets a new resident who’s Jewish, he sends an email to Alan and Mike
with the subject line, “New Jew.” Alan puts their name on the mailing list. Vic
thought the welcome letter was a great idea. Sara thought a warm, personal note
with a link to the website would be good community outreach. Nella noted that the
only way to communicate with KBS is through email which Alan and Sarah Kramer
answer. Sarah said she rarely answers emails anymore. She said if she is told to
send a welcome letter out to new residents, she would be happy to do so. Alan said
the new trifold that introduces KBS with pictures as well as information might be
something to include or to reference in the letter.

ISRAELI FILM FESTIVAL

Vivienne received a flyer about an online Israeli Film Festival starting this
Wednesday that she will pass onto the Board. She wanted to make sure to let us
know about the discount code: HONOLULU, which will cut the price to $40.
NEXT BOARD MEETING

The next Board meeting will be held June 12 at 10 a.m. on Zoom.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Nella Silverman,
Secretary



