
Minutes

Kona	Beth	Shalom

Board	of	Trustees

July	10,	2022


Zoom	(online)	meeting


TRUSTEES	LOGGED	INTO	MEETING


Vic	Greenspan,	Alan	Silverman,	Nella	Silverman,	Trina	Yerlick,	Vivienne	Aronowitz,	
Elaine	Dobinson,	Joel	Gimpel,	Mike	Bernstone,	Sara	Nealy	and	Barry	Blum


TRUSTEES	ABSENT


Una	Greenaway,	Sarah	Kramer	and	Shari	Berman


OTHERS


Aviva	and	Yehudah	Plaut


CALL	TO	ORDER


Vic	convened	the	meeting	at	10:06	a.m.


MINUTES


Upon	motion	made	and	seconded,	the	minutes	of	the	June	12,	2022,	Board	meeting	
were	approved.


TREASURER’S	REPORT


Mike	emailed	the	financial	reports	to	the	Board	members.


Mike	updated	the	membership	application	for	this	year	and	sent	a	copies	to	Barry	
and	Alan	for	use	on	the	annual	newsletter	and	on	the	website.		Our	finances	are	in	
good	shape	and	Mike	sees	no	reason	to	increase	dues.	Barry	was	in	agreement	and	
no	one	objected	to	setting	the	dues	the	same	as	last	year.


Upon	motion	made	and	seconded,	the	financial	report	was	approved.


COMMITTEE	REPORTS:


FACILITIES


The	combined	Zoom	and	in-person	services	will	continue.		Hawaiian	Queen	Coffee	
Garden	(HQCG)	has	had	the	air	conditioning	system	repaired	and	is	in	the	process	of	
installing	a	new	compressor.		Chuck	Frumin	warned	us	that	the	pergola	foundation	
on	the	lanai	outside	the	main	room,	where	we	were	doing	Israeli	dancing,	has	not	
been	fortified	and	requested	not	to	schedule	events	in	that	area	with	no	more	than	a	
handful	of	people.




The	private	school,	Kokua	Academy,	has	built	an	outdoor	pavilion	that	we	could	
possibly	use	for	outdoor	events.		Nothing	has	been	discussed	about	pricing	or	
availability.	The	structure	is	covered	and	has	electricity,	but	seating	would	be	outside	
and	uncovered.


Barry	asked	about	cost	of	the	two	tents	that	were	used	for	the	bat	mitzvah	earlier	
this	year.		Alan	thought	they	were	about	$500	for	both	tents.		He	also	noted	that	they	
would	have	to	be	erected	the	day		before	an	event	and	not	interfere	with	the	school	
schedule.


Trina	noted	that	when	she	went	to	California	recently,	large	events	that	were	
masked,	outdoors	and	with	people	vaccinated	still	resulted	in	positive	COVID	cases.


JEWISH	EDUCATION


Trina	has	written	a	letter	to	parents	of	children	who	have	participated	in	her	
Hebrew	School	events,	letting	them	know	that,	as	yet,	there	will	be	no	Hebrew	
School	next	year	and	there	is	no	Hebrew	school	teacher.		Trina	will	privately	tutor	
Franz	Hillert	next	year	as	he	prepares	for	bar	mitzvah.	Barry	has	a	copy	of	Trina’s	
letter	and	will	include	it	in	the	annual	newsletter	as	well	as	a	notification	that	we	are	
looking	for	a	teacher	(fully	vaccinated)	and	students	for	our	Hebrew	School.


Alysa	Freeman,	responding	to	her	daughter’s	suggestion	of	a	teen	Jewish	book	club,	
wants	to	organize	this	activity	once	a	month.		This	would	be	a	continuation	of	her	
daughter’s	and	other	classmates’	education	past	bat	mitzvah.		Liane,	Sean	and	Ari	
were	also	interested.		Trina	thought	others	on	the	Board	might	participate	in	helping	
take	a	book	and	lead	a	discussion.		Liane	also	went	to	Paris	and	made	macaroons	
that	she’d	like	to	share	at	a	shabbat.	Trina	said	her	students	were	interested	in	doing	
Jewish	activities	but	not	school.	Barry	praised	Trina	for	getting	her	students	
interested	in	participating	in	Jewish	camps	and	enthusiasm	for	things	Jewish.


WEBSITE


Alan	has	recently	found	an	ad	for	someone	who	works	with	Word	Press	and	with	
synagogues	that	sounded	exactly	like	what	was	needed	for	administration	of	our	
website.		Elaine	reminded	Alan	of	her	nephew	who	worked	with	Stephen	Wise	
Temple	in	this	capacity.		Alan	will	call	Elaine	after	the	Board	meeting.


Alan	noted	that	Lynn	Beitel	asked	to	be	unsubscribed	after	being	on	the	
congregation’s	email	list	for	several	years.		Barry	noted	that	they	are	very	busy	
videographers	and	never	were	too	active	in	KBS	activities.		He	thought	it	was	
probably	due	to	overload.


A	request	to	contact	Barry	came	in	through	Facebook	from	Rabbi	Shohama	Weiner,	
who	had	conducted	High	Holiday	services	at	KBS	in	1999	or	2000.	She	is	now	
visiting	in	Hawi.		Viv	asked	that	her	contact	information	be	sent	to	her.


Joel	suggested	that	our	search	for	a	new	Hebrew	teacher	and	students	should	be	
posted	on	our	website.




CEMETERY


Sources	of	supplies:	


Chabad	Rabbi	Gerlitzky:	plain	linen	garments.	


Vic:	wooden	caskets.


Barry	noted	that	no	one,	including	himself,	has	listened	to	the	recordings	from	the	
Chevra	Kadisha	conference.	Viv	said	now	that	she	is	back	from	her	daughter’s	
wedding,	she	will	watch	and	has	plans	to	connect	with	Alice	Lachman	next	week.		
Aviva	and	Yehudah,	who	have	been	off	Island,	also	want	to	watch.		Barry	will	forward	
the	recording	to	Viv,	Yehudah	and	Aviva.		Barry	suggested	that	Dodo	Mortuary	be	
provided	with	parts	of	the	recording	that	may	be	informative	to	help	them	better	
serve	Jewish	clients.		Vic	said	with	his	work	with	Nitzavim	he	will	visit	Rabbi	Rachel	
in	Hilo	area	and	begin	a	connection	there.	Barry	encouraged	the	visit	during	the	
month	of	Elul,	the	preparatory	month	before	High	Holidays.


BIKUR	CHOLIM/SOCIAL	COMMITTEE


Welcome	home	to	Viv	from	her	daughter’s	wedding,	as	well	as	Joel	and	Jan	Rae	and	
Aviva	and	Yehudah	Plaut	after	visiting	their	respective	families.


Barry	noted	that	there	will	be	a	mi	sheberach	section	in	the	Annual	Newsletter.


Viv	noted	that	Mira	Korach	knew	one	of	the	victims	in	the	July	4th	mass	shooting	in	
Highland	Park,	Illinois.		Also	a	Hebrew	preschool	teacher	had	been	shot	there.


NORTH	HAWAII	CHAVURAH	(NHC)


Unfortunately	Mark	Brown	was	ill	and	unable	to	speak	at	the	July	8	get	together.		Viv	
will	send	invitation	to	the	next	gathering	on	August	12.


SHABBAT	PINCHAS	 	 July	23,	2022	 	 10:30	a.m.	 


Location:	 Zoom	and	HQCG	 


Leader:	 Aviva	Plaut


Torah:		 Aviva/Vic	


Drash:		 Shari	will	be	asked


Challah:	 Nella


OLD	BUSINESS


HIGH	HOLIDAYS	(HH)




Rabbi	Pressman	has	agreed	to	the	$5000	stipend	for	High	Holidays	and	Shari	will	be	
offered	$2500	which	should	cover	her	travel	costs.	traveling	back.		No	vote	on	these	
expenses	has	officially	been	done.


Alan	brought	up	security	and	how	to	deal	with	people	we	don’t	know	coming	to	HH	
as	well	as	other	services.		On	HH	there	will	be	tickets.	The	police	in	the	past	have	
said	they	will	only	respond	if	there	is	a	threat.	Alan	will	reach	out	to	the	Community	
Police	Officer	and	make	them	aware	of	when	we’re	having	our	services.


Barry	noted	that	the	Rabbi	is	coming	to	town	on	Thursday,	September	22,	before	
Rosh	Hashanah	services.	He	has	been	invited	to	stay	at	Ruth	and	Sherrill	Ader’s	
home	which	has	a	separate	ohana	that	includes	a	kitchen.	Money	to	pay	for	cleaning	
of	their	ohana	will	be	provided	by	KBS.	


Barry	wanted	to	get	the	fall	schedule	for	KBS	set	so	that	it	could	be	included	in	the	
annual	newsletter	which	needs	to	be	sent	out	10	days	before	the	Annual	Meeting.		
Times	are	still	approximate.		Invitations	to	the	Rabbi	for	sightseeing/education	
sessions/dinners	are	incomplete.		A	place	and	time	for	tashlich	has	yet	to	be	
scheduled.


Date Activity Place Time

Sun.	9/11 Board/Annual	Mtg Zoom 10	am

Thur.	9/22 Rabbi	arrives Ruth/Sherrill	Ader ?

Fri.	9/23 Kabbalat	Shabbat Ader’s	home 6	pm

Sat.	9/24 Torah	Study Hybrid,	Ader’s	
home?

10	am

Sun.	9/25 Erev	Rosh	
Hashanah

HQCG 6-8	pm

reserved	4-9	pm

Mon.	9/26 Rosh	Hashanah HQCG 10	am	-	12:30	pm

reserved	9am-1pm

Tues.	9/27 2nd	day	Rosh	
Hashanah

Plaut’s	home 10	or	10:30	a.m.

Wed.	9/28

Thur.	9/29

Fri.	9/30 Kabbalat	Shabbat NHC?	Kona?

Sat.	10/1 Shabbat	Shuvah HQCG 10	am	-	12:30	pm

reserved	9am-1pm

Sun.	10/2 Meet	The	Rabbi	
Luncheon

Mon.	10/3

Date



Barry	asked	Yehudah	to	write	a	recap	of	Torah	study	and	asked	Viv	for	an	NHC	
report	for	the	annual	newsletter.


Vic	has	been	asked	to	call	three	new	candidates	who	have	been	suggested	for	
possible	members	of	the	Board:	Tamar	Elias,	Marjorie	Wade	and	Barbara	Zipkin.


KLEZMER	BAND	CONCERT


The	date	for	the	concert	has	been	set	for	February	8,	2023.		Venues	are	still	being	
explored,	for	example	Old	A	Small	Lawn	near	the	Maka`eo	Walking	Path,	HQCG,	Na	
Leo	facility	near	Costco,	Old	A	Pavilion,	Outdoor	Circle,	Keauhou	Shopping	Center	as	
well	as	Viv	will	ask	about	the	Queen’s	Shops	venue.


NEXT	BOARD	MEETING


The	next	Board	meeting	will	be	held	August	7	at	10	a.m.	on	Zoom.


The	meeting	was	adjourned	at	11:52	a.m.


Respectfully	submitted,

Nella	Silverman,

Secretary

Tues.	10/4 Kol	Nidre HQCG 6-8	pm

reserved	4-9	pm

Wed.	10/5 Yom	Kippur

Shacharit/Torah

Discussion	re	Jonah

Mincha/Torah

Yizkor

Neilah/Havdalah

Break	Fast


HQCG reserved	9am-7pm

10	am	-	1	pm

1	-	3:30	pm

3:30	-	4	pm

4	-	5:30	pm

5-:30	-	6	pm

6	-	7	pm

Sun.	10/16 Simchat	Torah HQCG 4	pm

reserved	4	-	6	pm

Activity Place TimeDate


